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ECCLESIASTICAL AFFAIRS. | 


THE RIGHTS OF CONSCIENCE. 


CONSCIENCE is the power possessed by man to judgment on 
himself—to sit upon the throne, and to hear and —— what is 
duty, and what are derelietions from it. It has been called, and 
not unfitly, God's . in the human mind. It ex to 
us the law of right and wrong it tries us by that law—it acquits- or 
condemns— it passes sentence—it rewards or punishes. It is that 
unseen, individual, inmost authority, of which the judges of our 
land are an outward type—they taking cognizance of social actions, 

0 conscience sitting in judgment upon our secret self. It may have 

more or less light may be misinformed, may mistake —but, under 

any circumstances, its independence ought to be secured. Its de- 
cisions must be its own, not those of some other power. From be- 
hind its chair of state no whisperer should be allowed to sway it by 
dictation. Man determining his own obligations, and the corres- 
pondence of his own heart and actions therewith, is a step above all 
earthly authority. Place him under human law in such case, and 
conscience ceases to be a judge, and submits to be atool of the 
worst, the most degrading, the most hateful tyranny which this 
world will admit of. 

The profound respect paid to conscience by Christianity shows 
whence Christianity came. Anything trenching even in the remot- 
est degree upon its independence is cautiously avoided. There 
would seem to be a tremulous tenderness that nothing whatever 
should interfere with its integrity. “Let me be advocate, but be 
you thejudge.” Thus we may interpret the whole tone of revela- 
tion. Accordingly Christianity submits her own claims to the hear- 
ing of conscience—spreads out her information, argues, expostulates, 
appeals, but calls upon the man himself, the inmost man to decide. 
And what she refrains from doing herself, she: most authoritatively 
forbids her followers to do. Who art thoa:that judgest another 


every man be full aded in his own mind.“ Phere is one 
thing more — of Christiani tte this—that abe goes, 
not mediately by priestism, but immediately in her own name into 
the inner. court of human nature, and, recognising the supremacy of 
conscience, bows before its seat, opens her commission, and deals 
with it alone — saying, There is my case—judge you what is 
right.” 

Mark now the strange difference between Christianity and a stajfe 
church. The latter, in its very constitution, and bya necessity of 
nature, declares it to be unseemly, and an offence against modesty, 
that individual man should pass judgment upon the right and wron 
of his own motives and conduct. A certain number of men — 
themselves together and call themselves the state conscience and to 
this state conscience, that is, to the will of a parliamentary majority, 
every individual conscience ought to own 1 — This compo- 
site conscience, this ultimate result of a number of consciences fused 
into one, is the authoritative rule of right and wrong in affairs of re- 
ligion—it is the town-clock of the spiritual world, ie which all the 
watches that men wear in their fobs are to be regulated. It is right, 
say the advocates of this system, that we all think together—that 
our faith should tick in unison. Oh! the heinous sin of men thiok- 
ing differently about religion! But such a calamity as variety of 
—— seems to be inevitable whilst men continue to think for 

themselves. How much more fitting that some party should think 
for them. It was a great mistake to endow men with consciences at 
all. We must try and rectify it. We must promulgate a creed and 
rubric of right and wrong and let them be right and wrong to 

everybody whether they think so or not. 
If any power on earth have authority to determine in matters of 
religion, all we can say is, that it is difficult to conceive the reason 
: why the herd of mankind are troubled with consciences at all—un- 
less, indeed, to be employed as drivers on the estate of which a 
company of priests have usurped the proprietorship. In that case, 
however, it seems desirable that some marked distinction should 
have obtained between the consciences ordained to rule and those 
ordained to submit—and in the spiritual world there should have 
been negroes and whites. The shallow, babbling, empty-headed, 
arrogant priests, who claim to have the right of ordering conscience 
down from the throne on which God has placed him, ought to 
show some better credentials than black clothes and white cravats. 
And yet in what else they differ from their fellow men it it is hard 
enough to discover. That they can pretend more we know well, but 
“great swelling words of vanity ” are no veritable and infallible gua- 
rantees of the rightfulness of spiritual domination. What more can they 
do? Can they preach ? so can we—pray? so can we—meditate ? socan 
we—discern things that differ? so can we. ‘There is only one 
thing they can do which we cannot. Either befool themselves so 
far as to believe, or disgrace themselves so far as to pretend, 


man’s servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth.” Let | 


that heaven has authorised them to spit upon heaven’s own viceroy 
conscience—to hoot at him, and smite him, as other priests once 
smote his master. Wedo not see why, because they can do this, 
they are therefore warranted in doing it. 1 

he truth is, the alleged necessity for uniformity of faith and 
worship is nothing but a pretence for uniformity of pay. The 
clergy, like friar Tetzel, cry up their wares, and extol the liar 


and exclusive virtue of their creed and their ministration, that men 


may imagine they receive for money, more than money’s worth. 
The state church cannot compel submission, and yet leave conscience 
in a position of supremacy. One or the other must yield. An ex- 
pensive establishment like ours will not long be supported, whilst 
reasonable men are allowed to use their reason, unless it can show 
some special good which it alone can compass. Not having this 
to show, reason must be dethroned by impious quackery—quack- 
ery which when men can stoop to practise they are given up to 
believe. Men must cease to be men, that priests may be priests— 
and God in the soul must be lorded over by stupid fictions of state- 
made clergy. View this beside Christianity. Look on this pic- 
ture and on that”—is it not “ Hyperion to a Satyr?” Which comes 
to us from above, and which from a long way under above, we 
leave our readers to determine. 


THE TRUSTEES OF COWARD COLLEGE. 


TORYISM seems to be inseparable from men in power, save onl 
in that case in which parental affection stifles it. m cabinet mi- 
nisters down to college trustees the story is still the same“ dress’d 
in a little brief authority, &c.”—-we need not quote the whole sen- 
tence. There isa pleasure felt in the exercise, for its own sake, of 
irresponsible power, and they who happen to it usually fall 
into the mistake of wielding it because they like to wield it. Whether 
our youth are best trained to enter upon the disch of ministe- 
rial functions and responsibilities by destroying their self-respect, and 

uiring of them unreasoning submission to unreasonable commands, 
is doub ul. We should say, judging from all that has fallen under our 


observation, that students for ministry who are required to throw 


overboard both spirit and sense at the arbitrary will of others, are ver 
likely to be turned upon the world in the shape of pastors, who will 
cringe before the strong and trample upon the weak. Young men, 
just about to enter upon sacred engagements, are surely maltreated, 
when, like children who cannot understand, they are over-ridden by 
mere authority. The advertisement contained in our columns of the 

resent week, of resolutions lately passed by the Metropolitan Col- 
egiate association, and the letter explanatory of them, subscribed 
John E. Judson, lead us to these remarks. From these we find an 
important object for surely to break down sectarian rivalries and 
jealousies is important—set at nought and frustrated as far as 
Coward college is concerned by four gentlemen, who, in virtue of 
trusteeship to which they are self-elect, deem it a duty to dine to- 
gether occasionally, and make arbitrary laws for the government of 
their charge. That these gentlemen should be requested to give a 
reason for what they do, and that, too, to students of divinity, it 
seems to have been a great piece of presumption to expect. Be- 
sides, how can men give reasons when they have none ? The 
whole matter puts on the appearance of a needless meddling, into a 
habit of which trustees of public institutions are very apt to get. 
Mr Bumble the beadle is the type of a large class. 


Last week the house of Mr John Doulton, of High street, Lambeth, 
was entered, and goods seized for church rates to the amount of 
£7 6s. 8d. Ona previous occasion, 2 volumes of Matthew Henry’s 
Commentary on the Bible were taken; but, at the sale, none liking to 
bid for a bible so obtained, the rightful owner was entreated to take it 
back again, on paying the expensesonly. Of course this was refused ; 
and, ultimately, it was returned free. 

On Friday week, Messrs Edwards, Barrett, Randall, and 291 
four tradesmen of Truro, were summoned by the churchwardens of St 
Mary’s, before the borough magistrates, for church rates. The three 
first-named defendants were sued for four years’, and —— — 

ears’ rates. The istrates present w yor, 

— . 
appear; and, in his case, j ent went default. The church- 
wardens, Mr John Ferris and Mr Nankivell, hav stated the case, 
Mr Edwards was called upon. He urged generally the injustice of 
church rates being charged upon those who do not belong to 
church, and then took objections against the rates for which he w 
summoned, on the ground, first, that no statement of — — 
had been laid before the vestry ; secondly, that arrears had AN- 
lowed to accumulate by several ratepayers, which had been charged 
on following rates; or, which was equally wrong, persons had been 
wholly excused from payment, thus rendering the rate partial and nan 
just ; thirdly, that the total amount required to repair the — 
having been stated, nor, at the close of the year, the amount re- 
ceipts, disbursements, and defaulters brought before the ratepayers, 
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the rate was unjust; and fourthly, that the monies collected had been 
employed in paying, from year to year, the parish clerk. The Bench 
consulted on the points urged by Mr Edwards; andthe Mayor stated 
that the decision of the court was against them; and directed that the 
necessary proceedings for the recovery of the amount claimed should 
be adopted. Captain Kempe, however, expressed his dissent from 
this decision, and directed the clerk of the magistrates to record his 
protest, telling Mr Edwards that he had made sufficient objections to 
take the case out of the court, and maintaining that the = means of 
recovery was by appeal to the eccclesiastical court. e Mayor 
recommended Mr Edwards to give notice of appeal; but he declined 
to —— and said, if the Bench aggressed, he should think it is duty 
to defend. 


On Saturday week, an unsuccessful attempt was made by the 
churchwarden of St Benedict’s, Lincoln, to obtain a church rate. 
Twelve of the parishioners attended the meeting, and Mr Odling, dra- 
per, was called to the chair. A rate of 6d. in the pound was proposed, 
to discharge arrears, and for repairs needed to the roof of the 
edifice. Four voted for, and seven against, the imposition of this 
odious tax. 


In the Arches court, last week, Mr Piggott, of Romford, against 
whom the churchwardens are proceeding for nonpayment of church 
rate, appeared in person, and delivered in his answers to a libel given 
in on a former court-day by the churchwardens. The defendant in 
the cause was admonished to attend on the next court-day, in case the 
promoters of the suit should object to the answers. 


In the same court on the same day, in the case which is instituted 
by Mr Burder against the Rev. Mr gley, for brawling in the parish 
ehurch of Wheatley, in Oxfordshire, the defendant appeared and gave 
in an excepted allegation ; and he further prayed the Court to grant 
him time, on the ground that the evidence was of such great length as 
to take him five days to copy. ‘The Court refused to depart from the 
usual course. 

Sir Herbert Jenner, judge of the Arches court, has taken the name 
of Fust in addition to Jenner, in compliance with the will of a relative 
who bequeathed him a large property. 

Mr John Ey, one of the trustees of a dissenting chapel in the 

parish of St Budeaux, in Cornwall, was summoned last week to show 
cause why a distress should not be levied on his property for the 
sum of 3s., due by him for poors’ rates on account of the said chapel. 
Mr Bradford, overseer of the poor, produced the rate book of St 
Budeaux, in which the property, which was rated at 3s., was de- 
scribed as a methodist chapel. It was not, that he knew, used for any 
other than religious purposes. The pews were let atarent. It had 
been a cha twenty years, and had never been rated before. Mr 
Lavers, solicitor, appe for Mr Ellis, and examined Mr Bradford ; 
he stated that the trustees were much surprised at the rate being made 
at all, as the words of the act were clear and express on the point. 
He handed in the certificate of its being a regular place of worship. 
The Bench could not discharge the rate from the book except on an 
appeal, but the summons for the distress was discharged. Another 
case in the same ish similar to the above, in which Mr W. P. 
Blackmore 2 for the trustees, was withdrawn. It occasioned 
some surprise that the parish officers should have rated these build- 
ings, the act of parliament being so explicit. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


CHURCH-RATE FALLACIES. 
To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 

Sirn—lI would not be justly chargeable by an opponent with having not 
fully and fairly set forth the reasoning selected for objection.“ I may be 
convicted of weakness, but of unfairness, I trust, never. The quotation 
which, in your judgment, I ought to have given, and for omitting which, 
therefore, I hasten to apologise, is as follows: ‘‘ Nonconformity to a bad 
law is no sin; and if the law violates a religious conviction, conformity 
would be sinful, because religious obligations are superior to human con- 
ventions. In religious matters each man is bound to think and act for him- 
self; and society, when it assumes the to restrain religious freedom, 
violates right in so doing. The only human laws justifiable in religious 
matters are laws to prevent men from interfering with the religious freedom 
of each other, which in effect are laws to secure, not to restrain, religious 
freedom; because they are laws — acts, not thoughts or words.“ 

I did not quote more than Nonconformity to a bad law is no sin,“ be- 
cause that sentence was all that I objected to, and appeared to me to be 
propounded as a distinct and unqualified doctrine, not designed to be li- 
mited, but only to be supported, by the succeeding context. at followed 
I agreed with in itself, but considered it as not sustaining your proposition. 
I would have quoted the whole if it had even glanced upon my mind as in 
the least incumbent (your remarks being in the hands of your readers), and 
if I had not supposed it would be evident, from my line of argument, that I 
had read and considered all that you had said. I do not wish to prolong 
the discussion, but cannot do less than now state distinctly, requesting your 
insertion of the statement, that I wrote what I wrote with all that you had 
said, to the best of my judgment, fully and fairly” in view. I agree with 
you, necessarily, in the argument for the supremacy of conscience in reli- 
gious matters, because I conclude that conscience should be supreme in all 
matters. An Enemy to Oppression”’ has not touched the core of my ar- 
gument, and I have met, as I believe, the collateral points of “ obeying and 
submitting,” and the law or custom on church rates, to which he has re- 


ferred, in my Shield of Dissent.“ 
I am, sir, yours truly, 
Fab. 9, 1842. EDW SWAINE. 


THE LATE ANTI-CORN-LAW CONFERENCE AT SOUTHAMPTON. 


To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 

Sin, —The Hampshire — — in its report of the proceedings of the 
deputies, for what reason we know not, concealed from the public the dis- 
cussion which took place at the Royal York hotel, on the propriety of ex- 
tending the s „as the best means of getting the corn and provision 
laws repealed. e subject was introduced to the conference by the Rev. 
den, of Chichester, at the close of his speech in proposing the total 

22 pobserving it was owing to class legislation the peo- 

A . y so much for their food; that he did not believe 

moved by the petitions of the middle class to re- 


1 


n they obtained so much wealth; his knowledge 


1 eh we i him to yop nothing of the kind; and that he 
eld — e colour of his skin, and the leopard 
e therefore had at length arrived at the conclu- 
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sion, that complete suffrage, or the people’s charter, was about the only 
remedy for the inveterate disease under which this country was groaning. 
He was now fully convinced the 2 could never have their rights, unless 
they had the suffrage. It was only justice they should have it, and we 
vught to “do unto others, as we would that they should do unto us.” Mr 
G. Thompson, though he would not commit the Anti-corn-law League, as 
an individual gave the same opinion. The Rev. Mr Spencer, of Bath, took 
the same view of the question, and said he was su — in that opinion 
by two clergymen from whom he had N received letters. Other gentle- 
men advocated the same doctrine, till at length so general was the feeling 
in favour of universal suffrage, that Mr Ecless ventured to propose a resolu- 
tion, pledging the conference to that opinion. The Rev. Thomas Adkins, 
of Southampton, and some other members of the conference, assured the 
honourable gentleman they were quite with him in opinion, but begged him 
not to press his motion to a division, in consequence of which it was with- 
drawn. These facts are recorded for publication in the Nonconformist that 
the public may know the whole matter. Yours, &c., 
Feb. 12th, 1842. 2 A DEPUTY PRESENT. 


To the Editor of the Nonconformist. 

Sin— The accompanying advertisement, containing resolutions lately 
passed by the — Collegiate association, seems to require some 
explanation, to make it intelligible to the public; and the members of that 
body will feel obliged by your admitting this letter into your columns for that 

urpose. This association, then, was formed for the purpose of destroying 
ealousy, and promoting fraternal union between the students of the differ- 
ent theological institutions in the metropolis; and it has admirably an- 
swered this end for several years. The members meet four times in every 
session, each college receiving them in turn. At these meetings, besides 
cultivating friendly intercourse, we have discussed various important ques- 
tions, and engaged in several undertakings which we regard of some con- 
sequence. As specimens, we may mention the exertions we have made 
with a view to the establishment of a periodical devoted to biblical learning 
(though with less success at present than we could desire), and the remon- 
strance which we originated, addressed by the theological students of two 
universities and twenty-two colleges in England and Ireland, to the Ame- 
rican theological students on the subject of slavery. The association con- 
sisted, at first, of the five London colleges, viz., Homerton, Coward, High- 
bury, Hackney and Stepney, but within the last twelve months we have 
had the pleasure of admitting amongst us the students of Cheshunt college, 
with the full approbation of their tutors and trustees. Scarcely had we 
done this, however, when we received a blow froman unexpected quarter, 
in the withdrawal of the Coward students from our association, in conse- 
quence of the peremptory prohibition, by their trustees, of their attendance. 
at our meetings. This prohibition was unaccompanied by any reasons, and 
when the Coward students requested the trustees to recall it, or at least to 
make known the grounds of the procedure, they refused to do either the one 
or the other. By these proceedings the members of the association natu- 
rally felt aggrieved, since the prohibition implied some charge against them. 
They therefore addressed a respectful remonstrance to the trustees; but 
these gentlemen seem not to have considered it worthy of attention, as 
about two months have elapsed, during which no reply has been received 
from them. We have ascertained, however, that they are calumniating us 
in private, and we feel it to be due to ourselves, and the institutions 
with which we are connected, to enter our public protest against such 
conduct. 

I feel that this statement is too brief to do full justice to my brethren, but 
am anxious to occupy as small a portion of your columns as possible at the 
present important period. And apologising for troubling you at all, 

I remain, &c., &c., 
JOHN E. JUDSON, Secretary of the association. 

Hackney College, Feb. 7, 1842. 


IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


PETITIONS FOR THE WEER. 
Corn laws, for repeal of, 2213. 
for fixed duty, 2. 
against repeal of, 4. 
Idolatry in India, for suppression of, 1. 
Import duties, for revision of, 135. 
Lord’s day, for better observance of, 1. 
Poor Law Amendment act, for repeal of, 5. 
Registration of voters, for amendment of the law, 2. 
Timber duties, for equalisation of, 1. 
Union with Ireland, for repeal of, 48. 
Universal Suffrage, for, 1. 
Working classes, to devise means for improving the condition of, 1. 


PUBLIC BUSINESS TRANSACTED. 
BILLS PRESENTED, AND READ A FIRST TIME. 
1. Copyright Registration bill. 
2. Railways bill. 
3. Loan Societies bill. 
4. Municipal Corporations Amendment bill. 
5. Duchy of Cornwall bill. 
BILL READ A SECOND TIME. 
Loan Societies bill. 
CONSIDERED IN COMMITTEE. 
1. Customs duties. 
2. Loan Societies bill. 


BILL READ A THIRD TIME, AND PASSED. 
Appropriation Acts Amendment bill. 
MOTIONS. 

Distress in Paisley—Motion made and question proposed, That an humble address 
be presented to her Majesty, praying that her Majesty will be graciously pleased 
to command, that an immediate and diligent inquiry be made into the nature and 
extent of the misery and destitution, under which the inhabitants of Paisley and 
other towns in Renfrewshire have been suffering for so long a period, and are still 
enduring ; and further, that her Majesty will be graeiously pleased to command, 
that the said inquiry be prosecuted vigorously on the spot, so that the results ma 
be laid, as soon as possible, before this House, with a view to its providing, wi 
all speed, against the longer continuance of the intolerable distress; as also against 
the evident and imminens danger of disease and pestilence following in its usual 
course, thereby causing more numerous deaths from cold, and hunger, and actual 
starvation than hitherto, as well as increasing the ruinous tendencies of these ap- 

ling evils on the moral character of all who are directly affected by them, or who 
ive within the range of their influence.“ (Mr Wallace.) Motion, by leave, with- 
drawn. 

Corn importation—Motion made and question proposed,“ That the following duties 
shalt be paid upon the importation of corn, grain, meal, or flour, in lieu of the du- 
ties now payable thereon; viz: if imported from any foreign country ;— 

Wheat :— Whenever the average price of wheat, made up and published in the 
manner required by law, shall be, for every quarter, under 518., the duty shall be, 
for every quarter, 20s. ; 51s. and under 52z., 19s. ; 52s.and under 5Os., 188.; 558. and 
under 5555 17s. ; 56s. and under 578., 16s.; 57s. and under 58s., 15s.; 588. and un- 
der 59s., 14s.; 59s. and under 60s., 13s.; 60s. and under 61s., 12s.; 61s. and under 

2s , lls.; 62s. and under 63s., 10s. ; 63s. and under 64s., 9s. ; 64s. and under 65s., 
8s.; 65s. and under 66s., 7s.; 66s. and under 69s., 6s.; 69s. and under 70s., 5s. ; 
70s. and under 718., 4s. ; 71s. and under 72s., 38.; 72s. and under 738., 28.; 738. 


and upwards, 1s.—(Sir Robert Peel.) To be considered in committee. 
Distress (Bolton Motion made and question proposed, That an humble address be 
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presented to her Majesty, that she will be graciously pleased to give direction 
there be laid before this House copies of any — — addressed — — 
ton to the Home office, during the late recess, on the subject of Mr Mott’s report.“ 
— Dr Bowring.) Amendment proposed, at the end of the question to add the 
words, together with any reports presented by Mr Mott in answer to such com- 
munications.”—(Sir James Graham.) Question, That those words be there add- 
ed,“ put and to. Main question, as amended, put and agreed to. 

Business of the House—Motion made and 1 put,“ That no opposed motion be 
brought on and decided after twelve o' clock at night, unless one hundred members 
be present.“ -( Mr Brotherton.) The House divided; ayes 26, noes 200. 

Judicial offices Motion made and question put, That an humble address be presented 
to her Majesty, that she will be graciously pleased to give directions, that there be 
laid before this House copies of letters of the late Lord President of the court of 
Session in Scotland, and the late Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench in Ireland 
resigning their judicial offices.“ (Lord John Russell.) The House divided: ayes 
75, noes 148. ‘ 

Court of Session (Scotland)—Motion made and question put, “ That an humble address 
be presented to her Majesty, that she will be gracionsly pleased to give directions 
that there be laid before this House a return of the number of jury cases in the 
first division of the court of Session, from the Ist day of January, 1839, till the 31st 
day of July, 1841; specifying those in which the late Lord President of the court 
of Session presided, and those in which any other and what judge presided.—( Mr 
Fox Maule.) The House divided; ayes 113, noes 139. 

Non-attendance at divine worship—Address for“ copy of the warrant on which J. C 
or J. Carlton was committed, at Rochdale, on the 29th day of June, 1840, by Cle- 
ment Royds and William Chadwick, Esquires, for neglecting to attend divine wor- 
ship at Butterworth, in the 8 of Lancaster.“ (Mr Milnes.) Agreed to. 

Corn importation—Act [9 Geo. 4, c. 60]; order for committee read; motion made and 
question proposed, That Mr Speaker do now leave the chair.“ Amendment pro- 
posed, to leave out from the word“ That“ to the end of the question, in order to 
add the words, “ this House, considering the evils which have been caused by the 
present corn laws, and especially by the fluctuations of the graduated or sliding 
scale, is not prepared to adopt the measure of her Majesty’s government, which is 
founded upon the same principles, and is likely to be attended by similar results,”’ 
instead thereof.—(Lord John Russell.) Question proposed, That the words pro- 
posed to be left out stand part of the question.“ Debate adjourned. 


- — 


SUBSTANCE OF CONVERSATIONS. 
CuuRcH-RATES.—Sir Jonx Eastuorr gave notice, on Wednesday, 
that after Easter he should move for leave to bring in a bill to abolish 
church rates, and to empower the members of the established church 
to levy a tax on the pews and seats for the maintenance of churches. 
Distress IN Bo.ton.— Dr BowRixd called the attention of the 
House, on Thursday, to the report which Mr Mott, the assistant poor- 
law commissioner, mude last session on the state of Bolton. Dr Bow- 
ring appealed to Mr Beckett, the seconder of the address, for testi- 
mony that the general accounts of distress were not exaggerated, and 
to the members for Newark, Sandwich, and Canterbury, who had 
lately visited Bolton. In conclusion, Dr Bowring moved for corre- 
spondence with the Home office on the subject. Sir James GRAHAM 
was still satisfied that former statements were unintentionally exagge- 
rated; but the subject would be most conveniently discussed when the 
* were before the House. He would move that Mr Mott's report 
roduced with them. Mr AlNxswonrn and Lord Joux Manners 
testified to the truth of Dr Bowring’s account of Bolton. The motion 
as amended by Sir James Graham, was affirmed. 


DEBATES. 
Wednesday, February 9. 
CORN LAWS—MINISTERIAL MEASURE. 

Sir Ropert Peet moved that the paragraph in her Majesty's speech 
relating to the corn laws be read. ‘The question having been put and 
carried, the passage in question was read by the chief clerk. Sir R. 
Peel then moved that this House do resolve itself into a committee to 
consider the laws relating to the importation of corn. The question 
was put to the House in the usual form, and the House then resolved 
itself into a committee ; Mr Green in the chair. 

Sir Ropert Peet then rose to lay before the House the plan of the 
government respecting the corn laws. He began by disclaiming the 
hope of effecting at present any material mitigation of the existing 
distress ; which, in his judgment, was not attributable to the working 
of the corn laws, neither was it a ground for despairing of the re- 


sources of the country. 

While I deplore the sufferings which it has occasioned, and sympathise with those 
who have unfortunately been exposed to privations, 5 I feel bound to declare that I 
cannot attribute the distress—to the extent in which it was by some supposed im- 
putable—to the operation of the corn laws. I do not view with those feelings of de- 
spondency, with which some are inclined to regard them, the commercial prospects of 
this country, I do not believe that the resources of our commercial and manufacturin 
prosperity are dried up. I do see a combination of causes, acting concurrently an 
simultaneously, sufficient, in my opinion, to account, in a great degree, for the depres- 
sion which has unfortunately prevailed among the manufacturing and commercial 
interests of this country; and I have that reliance on the native energies of this coun- 
try, and I have had such frequent experience of preceding depressions and revivals 
almost as sudden and extraordinary as the depression which has recently occurred, 
that I do entertain a confident hope and belief that we may still look forward to the 
revival, by the operation of natural causes, of our commercial and manufacturing 


rosperity. 
: Mey had been depressed of late by a variety of concurrent but 
temporary causes; by the excessive credits afforded from joint-stock 
— 4 directors were connected with the manufacturing in- 
terests, and the consequent inerease of buildings and other establish- 
ments for manufacturing purposes; by the derangement of the mo- 
netary affairs of the United States; by the interruption of our ami- 
cable relations with China; and by the uncertain state of European 
politics, under the late alarms of war. They declined to compare the 
extent of commerce in last year with a period more distant than the 
preceding year. At all periods there had been alternations of pros- 
ity and depression. e exports of 1840 had exceeded those of 
1837 and 1838; and the failure in comparison with 1839 was not 
more than was accounted for by the cessation of the demand from 
America. Our colonial exports had steadily improved ; those of 1837 
were exceeded by those of 1838, of 1838 by 1839, of 1849 by 1840. A 
like progressive increase had in the same years taken place upon our 
export trade with Germany, Belgium and Holland, the very countries 
whose custom we were said to be losing by our exclusion of their pro- 
duce. He could not, therefore, charge the corn laws with the present 
depression of trade. With respect to these laws there were various 
opinions. One party, he believed a small one, was adverse to all 
change. Others would hear of no change, but a total repeal. These 
last reasoners appealed to topics which gave them great advantages ; 
they talked of a tax on the people’s food, a tax for the advantage of a 
class. Comparisons were made, too, between the cheapness of food 
in this and some other countries. 


Reference is made to the price of food in Germany, and to the facilities which the 
low price of subsistence gives for the establishment of manufactures ; and the infe- 
rence is hastily and unwisely drawn, that the people of this country must ven pa | 
be placed upon a superior footing to that on which they now stand if the price of 


could undergo a corresponding reduction, and be equalis * 
’ ed w : 

nk ft a that the true question is, not what * 1 — 1 — 
wut e the command which the labouring classes have over it {loud 2 
includes the question, whether the — require the necessaries onl ‘on te 5 That 
of life; because in point of fact, from the prevalence of their — V. e luxuries 
ries are in truth necessaries, and the real question will be, what is —— — luxu- 
the labouring classes of this country have over the enjoyments of life (hear 1 — 


classes in this country with the condition of the labouring classes in those — if 


Belgium that the working man had less command over the enjoyments 
of life than here. On these and other facts he grounded hi argu- 
ments against repeal. 


I refer to this in order to confirm the opinion which I have expressed, that it would 
be imprudent to look for any rapid or great change in the condition of the population 
of this country from any extreme change in the corn laws, but that it woul only lead 
to great disappointment. I now refer to those favourable to a total repeal of the corn 
laws, and I without hesitation declare, that it is my firm belief that if the House con- 
sented to the total repeal of the corn laws, that, without mitigating the manufacturing 
distress existing in the country, you would only aggravate the severity, by adding to 
it agricultural distress, and that any such extension of distress to the agricultural 
portion of the country would lead to fatal results, not merely to agriculture, but to 
those other classes whose prosperity is identified with them. 


4 Another portion of the House desired not a total repeal, but a flxed 
uty. 

With respect to this proposition, the ground of difference is narrower between those 
in favour of a fixed duty and those who support a fluctuating scale; for the former ad- 
mit that agricuiture is entitled to protection, and they therefore would impose a duty 
invariable in amount on the importation of corn. ith respect to those, it must be 
remembered, that whatever odium attaches to the imposition of a variable duty, is 
— applicable to those who propose a fixed duty on the importation of corn [eries 
of “no, no,“ from the opposition). I was not saying that the same objections apply 
exactly to a fixed duty as to a variable duty, but as far as odium attaches to a v 
duty, as compared with a fixed duty, the same objection applies in principle [hear, 
hear). It is that there are advantages applicable to a fixed duty—and this is the very 
argument—which do not apply to a variable duty ; but the objections on the — 
of a duty on the importation of corn are — applicable to a flxed as to a 
duty, for in both cases there is an admission that agriculture is entitled to protection, 
and that either on the ground that there are burdens — 47 upon it which do not 
fall on other interests, or on the ground that it is desirable to consume the produce of 
our own soil, and not be dependent on foreign countries for the supply of food ; 
but the imposition of the duty at all must be defended on the same ground. 

He did not think it possible to devise such a fixed duty for average 
years as would suit every year. He was not prepared to admit that 
this country could not raise a sufficient supply for her own popula- 
tion. 

I agree that for the last four years the average supply of this country has been un- 
equal to the demand ; but in considering this question it becomes important to ascer- 
tain what is the probability that this country from its own resources can be able to 
supply its own population. Now, I am not prepared to admit that this country is un- 
able in ordinary years to supply its own population. If I formed my judgment from 
the circumstances of the last four years I should have been compelled to conclude that 
we were dependent on foreign supply for a great proportion of our consumption; I 
should have been compelled to come to this conclusion, because the average of the 
last four years’ importation of foreign corn into this country was 2,300,000 quarters. 
But if we take alonger period—if we take twelve or thirteen years, then it would 
appear that on the whole the annual average importation of foreign corn was very 
considerably smaller. In proof this I beg to state, that taking the quantities of wheat 
and wheaten flour imported in those years, it appeared that the whole did not amount 
to more than 12,000, or 13,000,000 quarters. 


In any period of ten years there * 1 sagen: g arise a necessity for 
some importation; but for a country like ours that ought to be an 
occasional resource, not a permanent dependence. If we had six 
harvests successively, the importation under a fixed duty would be 
most injurious to our own agriculture; and it was observed that 
eriods of abundance and scarcity were wonted to recur in cycles. 
— abundance in this country and abundance in the countries 
to which we looked for our supplies of corn were apt to coincide. If, 
then, we had a deficient harvest here and on the continent, in the 
same year, prices would rise to such a point, that a fixed duty could 
not be maintained. He should therefore propose a variable duty, 
rising and falling inversely as the price of corn rose and fell in the home 
market. This involved a continuance of the system of averages. 


It is said that there would great advan : 282 fom sweeping 1 — * 
the system of averages. It is quite true that it ma vantageous prove 
Py — ü che same time, that we must retain 


a system of averages, for the whole of the arrangements made under the Tithe com- 


fraud. W 
The proposal of her Majesty's gov 
will be this They — 2 1— to — the 
factor, miller, and purchaser of corn— the party who, 
return at the close of each market day of the whole of the purchases he 
ing the preceding week. Upon the whole, we can see no advantage in 
that principle in taking the averages—making the buyer of corn return the amount of 
sales of the preceding week, and trusting to the alterations we may make in the levy- 


— * 

ing of the duty for the purpose of effectually preventing fraud. We shall 1 that 

the duty of co ting h urns shall be devolved upon the excise. T excise is 
; — wnt te toy ment has an officer em in each 


rfectly coinpetent to undertake it. That d 
— — officer qualified for the disc of the duty—an who has 
other important cognate functions to perform, and who will be enabled ats 
comparative increase of expense to overtake this additional duty; while ° 
his habits of business, and the responsibility he incurs from a 


te rit inst fraud, than could be taken by in duty 
8 — thereſore, that the averages 2 as at 


they should be returned to an excise officer acting under the ofd 
pote Fg Another security we propose to take is to widen the range fom 


turns shall be received. At present there are 150 towns 
which returns are received. From that number of 150 many considerable towns are 
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excluded in which, since the passing of the 
where considerable quantities of grain are dis 
ve a discretionary power to any executive officer for the purpose of adding towns 
rom which the averages should be collected; but in the bill which we shall introduce, 
we propose to name specifically the towns having corn markets to be admitted within 
the mag but which are now excluded from the list of 150. Our first proposal is to 
widen the range from which the averages shall be taken; the second is to employ a 
responsible officer, acting under the authority of a public department, for the purpose 
of collecting the returns; but the main security we rely on as a prevention of fraud is 
such an alteration of the duty as shall diminish the temptation to commit fraud. 


He then proceeded to the subject of the duty, and after laying be- 
fore the House a statement of the present scale, said there were these 
objections to it—it was injurious to the consumer, by keeping up 
prices ; to the agriculturists, hs inducing them to withhold their corn 
until they were at last defeated by the low duty; to the revenue, be- 
cause it was thus at the low duty that the chief part of the importa- 
tion came in; and to the dealer, whose arrangements were defeated 
by the suddenness of the fluctuations. He then proceeded to state 
that for the last three years the average price of wheat had been 56s. 11d. 
He believed from 54s. to 58s. would be a tair range for the oscillation 
of prices, leaving an average of 56s. 


With these observations I will now at once proceed to read the scale of duties which 
her Majesty's government propose as a substitute for the existing scale. We propose 
that when corn is at 50s. and under 5ls. in price, a duty of 20s. shall be taken, but that 
in no case shall that duty be exceeded. We propose that when the price is 51s. and 
under 52s., the duty shall be 19s.; and after this we propose that there should be what 
I should call a rest in the scale. That atthe three next items of price the duty should 
be uniform. Thus it would be ;—When the price is 52s. and under 53s., the duty should 
be 18s.; when 53s. and under 54s., 188.; and when 54s. and under 55s., still 18s. 
When the price is 55s. and under 56s., we propose that the duty shall be 17s. ; when 
56s. and under 57s., that it shall be 16s.; when 57s. and under 58s., that it shall be 
15s.; when 58s. and under 59s., that it shall be 14s.; when 59s. and under 60s., that it 
shall be 13s.; when 60s. and under 61s., that it shall be 12s.; when 61s. and under 628., 
that it shall be lls.; when 628. and under 63s., that it shall be 10s.; when 63s. and 
under 64s., that it shall be 9s.; when 64s. and under 65s., that it shall be 8s.; and when 
65s. and under 66s., that it shall be 7s. At the three next items of price I propose an- 
other rest in the scale similar tothe former. I should propose upon the next three a 
duty of 63., that is to say, when the price is 66s. and under 67s., when it is 67s. and 
under 68s., and when it is 68s. and under 69s. In cach of those cases the duty would 
be 66. When the price is 69s. and under 70s., I propose a duty of 5s.; when 70s. and 
under 71s., a duty of 4s.; when 71s. and under 728., a duty of 3s.; when 72s. and un- 
der 73s.. a duty of 2s.; and when 73s. and under 7is., a duty of Is. the quarter. When 
that price is arrived at I propose that the duty should altogether cease. 


This scale, he thought, would remove the temptation to fraudulent 
combinations for the fabrication of averages. He then explained the 
duties upon other kinds of grain. 


In the case of foreign oats, I should propose a maximum duty of 8s. (I do not need to 

enter into all the oe it should fall with the increase of price to 7s.,and then 
continue at 6s. for three items of price, that is to say, 228., 23s., and 24s. When the 
average —— reaches 25s. it will be reduced, as the price increases, by ls. The ex- 
tremes of duty would be 8s. on the one hand, and ls. on the other; the 1 * Is. being 
the minimum, and continuing so long as the price of oats does not exceed 288. In the 
case of barley, when the price is under 26s., the duty I propose is 11s. per quarter, that 
being the maximum price. When the price is 26s. and under 27s., I propose that there 
shall be a duty of 10s. ; that when the price is 29s, and under 30s., the uty shall con- 
tinue at 9s.; that when the price is 308. and under 3ls., the duty shall be 8s., and go 
on till the price is 37s. and upwards, the duty decreasing ls. for each gradation in price 
of the same amount. With regard to rye, the same proportion will beobserved. And 
now I must enter into a short explanation respecting colonial wheat. Thelaw with 
res to it is to this effect—that British colonial wheat and flour shall be imported 
into this country at a duty of 5s. whenever the price of British wheat is below 67s. : 
that when the price of British wheat exceeds 67s., it shall then be admissible at a duty 
of 6d. 1 propose to give the same advantage to colonial wheat, respecting the reduc- 
tion of prices at which it shall be admissible, as is given to other descriptions of wheat. 
But, considering that the sudden drop in the prices from 5s. to 6d., on account of the 
difference of ls. in the price, is at variance with the principle of the law, which secks 
to establish as equable and uniform a reduction of duty as possible, we propose to 
make this — respecting colonial wheat—that when the price of British 
wheat is under 558., the duty upon every quarter of British colonial wheat shall be 
58.; that when at 55s. and under 06s., it shall Beds, ; when at 56 and under 57s. it shall 
be 33.; when at 57s. and under 58s., 2s. ; and when at 58s. and upwards, it shall be Is., 
thus taking away that sudden fall in the amount of duty levied upon colonial wheat, 
which takes place under the —- law, but giving to the — 2 that advan- 
tage in the reduction of the price which is given to other descriptions of wheat. With 
respect to flour, I propose to maintain the same calculation as exists with respect to 
wheat, so as to allow it to be admitted upon the same relative terms. 


This protection was retained for the benefit, not of the agriculturist 
alone, but of all classes. 
The protection which I propose to retain, I do not retain for the especial protection 
of any particular class. Protection cannot be vindicated on that principle. The only 
on which can be vindicated is that protection which is consistent with the 
neral welfare of all classes in the country. I should not consider myself a friend to 
e agriculturist if I asked for a protection with a view of propping up rents, or for the 
purpose of defending his interests, or the interests of any particular class; and in the 
32288 L now submit to the House I totally disclaim any such intention. My be- 
ief, and the belief of my colleagues is, that it is important for this country, that it is 
of the highest importance to the welfare of all classes in this country, that you should 
take care that the main sources of your supply of corn should be derived from domcs- 
tic agriculture, while we also feel that any additional price which you may pay in 
effecting that object is an additional price which cannot be vindicated as a bonus or 
premium to agriculture, but only on the ground of its being advantageous to the 
country at large. . ; 
It was also fitting to impose such a restriction on the importation of 


foreign corn as would counterbalance any especial burdens borne by 
the agriculturist. And it was legitimate to pay some small tax upon 
produce, for the purpose cf insuringa home growth, and guarding 
against a total dependence on foreign supply; since it was only in 
ears of scarcity that the country ought to look for assistance from 
oreign countries. 


t corn Jaw, markets have grown up, 
sed of. We propose, therefore, not to 


This, then, was the proposal of government, 
and whatever might be the determination of parliament with respect 
to it, he hoped the arrangement of this important question would be 


such as to embrace the permanent welfare of all classes, manufacturing, 
commercial, and agricultural. 

Lord J. Russexu said, that he did not intend to offer any opinion, at 

present, upon the plan which had just been submitted to the house; 
ut in order that they might come to the discussion of the question 
with as much information as possible—it appeared to him necessary 
that the House should be put in possession of the list of towns from 
which it was proposed to take the averages in future; because it 
would make a great deal of difference whether those towns were small 
or large. He therefore hoped that the hon. baronet would be pre- 
to lay upon the table a list of the towns, which he intended to 
introduce into his plan. 

Sir R. Pee. replied that he should endeavour to supply the list 
referred to by the noble lord, and would ‘probably lay it on the table 
on Friday. 

Mr Con said it was not is intention to enter into any arguments 
upon the merits of this important question at present, but he should 
not be doing justice to himself or his constituents if he did not declare 
that he felt no 3 at the proposal which had been submitted to 
the House by her Majesty's government, inasmuch as he had not ex- 
pected that they would have proposed a measure beneficial to the 


country, for he did not expect to get grapes from thorns or figs 
from thistles. The present proposal of her Majesty's government he 
ventured to denounce as an insult to the sufferings of a people whose 
patience had been extolled by the right hon. baronet, but whose pa- 
tience deserved a very different treatment from that which it was now 

roposed by the landed aristocracy and the cabinet, who was their 
instrument, to confer upon them. ‘This policy towards the people of 
England he very much feared would end, at no very remote period, in 
the utter destruction of every interest in the country. 

The house then resumed, the Chairman reported progress, and asked 
leave to sit again on Monday. 

Thursday, Feb. 10. 
SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE. 

After a short debate, Mr Brornerton’s motion, that no public 
business should be entered into after twelve o’clock at night, unless 100 
members at least were in the House, was negatived by a majority of 
200 to a minority of 26 votes. 

RETIREMENT OF CHIEF JUSTICE BUSHA, AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
COURT OF SESSION IN SCOTLAND. 

A warm discussion took place, on the motion of Lord Jonx 
RussELt, for copies of any letters in reference to the resignation of 
Chief Justice Bushe, in Ireland, and the President of the court of Ses- 
sion, in Scotland ; these learned judges, the noble lord asserted, having 
retained their offices in order that the appointment of their successors 
might be vested in the hands of the present government, although the 
ages of the learned functionaries had for some time rendered them un- 
able to perform their duties sufficiently. Sir J. Gramam denied that 
there had been any negotiation between government and the parties 
in question, whose resignations had been tendered on public grounds 
alone; this, he alleged, had not been so in the case of Lord Plunkett's 
resignation. Mr F. Maure, Sir W. Raz, Mr O' CoxNxRLL, Mr Suna, 
and Mr WaKLEY, then addressed the House; and Sir R. PEEL stated, 
in vindication of the motives of government, that one of their first 
acts was to offer Lord Cottenham one of the vice-chancellorships. 
Lord Jonx RusskLL replied, and his motion was defeated by a majo - 
rity of 148 against a minority of 75 votes. 

Friday, Feb. 11. 

In continuation of the foregoing subject, Mr Fox Mave moved for 
areturn of the number of jury cases tried in the court of Session at 
which the late Lord President had presided. 

Sir James Granam did not wish to revive the discussion of last 
night, but could not consent to a course which seemed to convey an 
imputation upon the judge even more direct than the motion of Lord 
John Russell. 

Mr Wak ey expressed his surprise that government should refuse a 
return so reasonable. It was alleged that a judge had, for political 
purposes, continued to hold his office after he was incapable of dis- 
charging its duties. This allegation was denied by ministers; and 
the object of the present motion was merely to ascertain what was 
really the fact. ‘The refusal would but lead to the inference that the 
truth was on the side of those who made the charge. 

Mr Roxnuck observed, that as the judges were removeable only on 
an address, the supervision of them belonged peculiarly to parliament. 

Sir R. Pree. explained the grounds on which he had opposed the 
motion of last night for the letters of resignation, observing that it 
was not only an unusual but a useless motion; since, if a judge were 
disposed to seek an improper arrangement on such a subject, he would 
hardly record his attempt in his official letter. This was only a trial 
on the part of the gentlemen opposite to better their position after 
their overthrow of last night. He would not consent to the proposed 
reflection on a retired judge. 

Mr Fox Maule was inclined to withdraw his motion, but Mr 
Wakley and Mr Rocbuck pressed the House to a division, when there 
appeared for the motion 113—against it 139 — majority against 26. 


Monday, Feb. 14. 


CORN LAWS—RESUMED DEBATE. 

The order of the day was moved by Sir Rosert Peet, that the 
House resolve itself into a committee to consider the laws relating to 
the importation of foreign corn. 

Lord Joun Russet called the attention of the House to the position 
in which it stood with respect to the proposition submitted to it by 
Sir R. Peel, on the part of her Majesty's government. We now no 
longer stood on the ground of“ No surrender;’’ the question was 
simply as to the terms of capitulation. But in making a change, it 
was wise to do so on sound principles. The new law should be one 
which would settle agitation on the question, and be at once satisfac- 
tory and complete. He then stated the principles on which he con- 
sidered that parliament should proceed in dealing with the question. 
The community was a far better judge of its own interest with re- 
ference to the commodities which it required than the wisest senators ; 
the buying and selling of commodities should therefore be freed from 
the restraints and regulations of legislation. ‘There were, however, 
two limitations or exceptions to this principle. 

In the first place, if you have unduly distributed taxation as regards certain branches 
of industry, then it is necessary that you should make some equivalent taxation. But 
if you do so, as Mr Ricardo has said, with regard to general articles of taxation, you 
have no right to do so with regard to corn, because the whole people bear a large share 
in that taxation, because the merchant and the manufacturer bear a share of it as well 
as the whole people. But I think, if parliament found that the landed interest, the 
farmers, and those who cultivate land, bore a peculiar taxation, they would then say 
it was unjust that they should carry their produce to market burdened with such a 
tax; that while they were not protected against the purchase of foreign corn, they 
should be at the same time subjected to a peculiar tax pressing on themselves. 

This was the first limitation; the second was— 


If, as to corn, your legislation has been unwises-if_.the effect of these regulations of 
yours has been to teud to the cultivation of certain lands, and to the employment of 
many labourers on those lands, who would not have been employed had not your laws 
been made, then, certainly, any changes made in those laws ought to be rather gradual 
than sudden, and should provide some protection for those persons, I should be pre- 
pared then to agree to as much protection as could be asked for under those two 
principles. But if, on the other hand, it were found in committee that there was no 
evidence whatever of a necessity of the kind I have mentioned, then I should say, let 
your duties be none whatever. 


But the plan of government was based on the exploded notion of 
absolute independence of foreign nations for a supply of food—a notion 
which might be suitable for the inhabitants of the interior of Mexico, 
but was wholly unfitted for a great manufacturing and commercial 
country. 
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Supposing it possible, in what manner could you establish such an independence ? 
Remember, that not only corn, but other articles, are necessary. But as to corn only, 
jet us not forget, as the right hon. gentleman stated the other night, that for four vears 
the average annual importation of corn to this country from abroad was 2,300,000 
quarters. Thus 2,000,000 people must, during that period, have depended for food 
upon foreign countries. As regards other commodities, the employment of the people 
and the increase of manufactures depends as much on the supply of the raw material 
as the food of those 2,000,000 depended on the supply of corn from abroad, Suppose 
the supply of cotton from America were suddenly stopped, or the supply of wool, or of 
silks, 1 do not think I should exaggerate if I said that not less than 7,000,009 persons 
would be deprived of employment and subsistence. Here, then, for four or five years, 
under a law which goes upon the principle of making the country independent of any 
other for its Supply of food, 7,000, of your people were dependent upon foreign pro- 
duce. For that period 7,000,000 of the people of this country, who had gone on the 
principle of being independent of a foreign supply, were compelled, in despite of and 
in defiance of that principle, to have recourse to forcign aid. 


The only case in which independence of foreigners could be enter- 
tained was that of war, yet even then we had imported foreign corn; 
and what we were then able to do we might reasonably presume we 
should be able to do again. Resting as we do on commerce and ma- 
nufacture, we should have the produce of the whole world open to us; 
and we had no occasion to fear the result under any combination of 
circumstances. To the proposed sliding scale he objected, in the first 
place, that it was too high. 


I could understand a scale not exceeding 10s. or 12s., and going down to 4s., to 3s.» 
or to 1s.; but I find that whenever gentlemen speak of a sliding scale it is of sucha 
nature as to contain a prohibitory duty. What is the first duty in the proposed plan ? 
The first duty, when the price is at 50s. and under 5ls., is 20s., and I shall now pro- 
ceed to show that that is a prohibitory duty. 


Here he entered into details to show that corn from Dantsic or 
Odessa could not be imported under 45s. 6d. ; and that from America 
it could not come but at about the same price, or perhaps 6d. lower—a 
cost which, amounting, with the 20s. duty, to 65s. or 65s. 6d., was ab- 
solutely ie age yb and a prohibitory duty under any circumstances 
was a violation of those great principles of commerce which should go- 
vern a commercial country. Another evil of the sliding scale was that 
it maintained a system of averages. 


Now, take the averages as fairly as you can, and there is still one thing which they 
will not and cannot tell you, and that is the quality of the corn. During the past 
year and some of the preceding years, a great portion of the corn of the country was 
greatly damaged, to the extent, as alleged by some persons well acquainted with agri- 
culture, of one-fifth of the whole crop of England. The consequence was a consider- 
able reduction in the market price. But did the people get their bread a whit the 
cheaper? No; when corn comes to that degree of cheapness, it is not cheapness to the 
consumer of bread, because he is paying as much as when the average was much 
higher. This has been made out in figures by the gentleman who sent it tome. He 
shows that in the month of January, 1841, the average price of wheat was 61s. 2d., and 
that in the same month in 1842 the average was also 618. 2d. You may, therefore, say 
that the average price being the same at both periods, and the duty being also the 
same, the 2 obtained bread at the same price. But is it so? Far from it; because, 
according tothe Mark lane return, I found that the price of the best flour in the first 
four weeks of 1841 was 55s, per sack; while in the first four weeks of 1812 it was 61s. 

r sack; making a difference of no less than 6s. per sack in that description of flour 

rom which the bread is made, while no alteration took place either in the averages or 
the amount of the duty. This you cannot remedy by changing your system of aver- 
ages, though you were to introduce into the list 150 more towns than are now pro- 


posed, 

Another evil was, that the sliding scale gave us an irregular instead 
of a steady supply and demand, and under it we were exposed to a 
drain of bullion, and a contraction of the currency, in addition to the 
evil of a deficient harvest at home ; thus, by bad legislation, aggravat- 
ing the difficulties produced by the opcration of natural causes. A 
sliding scale, therefore, subjected us to a gambling instead of a whole- 
some and steady trade. It had yet another mischief—it excluded us 
from the markets of America. 


The merchant here, seeing the high price which corn brings in the market, and the 
abundance which America can supply, turns his attention to that country, and freights 
a ship with the manufactures of this, calculating upon —— and remunerating profits 
in both ways, but after all his trouble and expense a change takes place in the home 
market, and by the time his cargo has arrived in this country, he finds an actual pro- 
hibition in the way of heavy duty consequent upon a certain fall in the home price of 
corn; and the return cargo, upon which he calculated upon a remunerating profit, re- 
mains upon his hands. In the present state of this country, as regards its commerce 
and general resources, there is nothing which ought to be considered as of more im- 
portance than retaining, extending, and improving our business and connexion with 
the advantages whichthe American markets hold out to us, and more especially those 
which are offered by our trade with the United States and the Brazils. It would be no 
difficult matter, by acting upon the known and established rules of commerce, aided 
by our progress in science, and guided by common sense, not only to retain, but to en- 
large and extend to an indefinite and almost incalculable degree, the trade which we 
carry on with those countries. But no, says the legislature; we will not avail ourselves 
of these large outlets for our commerce ; we will continue to tie ourselves down by re- 
strictions ; we will again shut the door upon the American markets; we will again 
refuse to receive her produce in return for our manufactures. 


For these reasons chiefly he was opposed to a sliding scale. Lord 
J. Russell then declared himself an advocate for a moderate fixed 
duty. In favour of this great authorities might be quoted. 


The principle of a fixed duty comes before the House recommended by the names of 
many persons whose opinions were entitled to very great consideration. That principle 
was put forward in 1815, and Mr Ricardo, after devoting a considerable time to the 
subject, came to the conclusion that a fixed duty of 10s. should be imposed after a cer- 
tain time, beginning with 20s. in the first instance, to fall off every year by Is. ata time, 
until the duty was reduced to 10s. Mr Mackintosh, at a late period, expressed him- 
self of opinion that a duty of 10s. was too high, and secmed to consider that 5s. would 
be fully equivalent to the amount of exclusive burdens borne by the agriculturist. 
The committee which sat to inquire into the operation of the corn laws in 1821, com- 

rised many eminent men well skilled in agricultural matters, and amongst others it 
included the right hon. the —— of the forces. The chairman of that committee 
was Sir Thomas Gooch. After considerable inquiry, that committee came to the con- 
clusion that a fixed duty would be the best system which could be adopted. This 

rinciple was also in some measure recognised by Mr Huskisson in his bill of 1827 and 
1828. but in his last speech in 1830 he expressed a doubt as to whether the present 
systems of taxation and corn laws were consistent with each other, and he advanced 
as far as under the circumstances he possibly could with the principles of free trade. 


According to the arguments brought forward by Sir R. Peel he did 
not see the necessity for altering the present corn law at all, but he 
did not agree with the right hon. baronet. 


The a hon. gentleman says that he does not 1 his plan for an alteration of 
the corn laws as any remedy for this distress, nor docs he think that the corn laws, as 
they at present exist, are at all answerable for it. Now, Sir, I certainly shall not say 
that they are the cause of the whole of this distress, but 1 think they tend very con- 
siderably to ravate it. I think, moreover, that a considerable relaxation of your 
corn laws will tend greatly, though not, perhaps, immediately, to mitigate the distress, 

Of late, since wages had fallen, the labourer had less surplus to lay 
out on anything but food: if therefore his food were made cheaper, he 
would consume more of other articles, and the manufacturer having a 
better market abroad would send more articles thither. The present 
measure would do nothing for the relief of distress; it had the evils 
of the old system, with the additional evil of an innovation. 

The people think that some relief may be obtained by a change in those laws, and by 
a freer admission of corn. If you are not prepared to grant that total repeal which 
the great majority of those petitioners ask for, I should advise you, at all events, to 
make a considerable step in that direction, I should advise you to show, by some 


material advance, that you wi ir wis ' — 
with their interests, and that this” oie te a an — ay itl The junk consistent 
now petitioning you for relief. But the right bon. — aps, d e e Who are 
have not produced the distress, and that an alteration of thos 
Why, Sir, I agree to that description, when it is made appli 
— r I are that it is impossible to hope that 
sFress should result from a measure which is only made to loo ‘ 
better than the former one, which keeps up all the vicious princlpld ot — 
which forbids the import of corn by a prohibitory duty, which encourages speculation 
which cramps your commerce, and prevents your resorting for food to the Black — 8 
and the ! nited States. To such a measure, the description that it will do nothin to 
relieve the distress is strictly applicable. Do whatever you may, this let me — Poa 
you—not to agree to such a measure as this. If you think that the present corn laws 
are framed on sound principles, and that they tend to the prosperity of the country, do 
not mind some of the minor defects, but stand upon them as a good and useful system 
Do not innovate, except you innovate for some wise and beneficial end. a 


He entreated the House to beware of allowing the country to think 
that it was legislating for the landlords. i 

Be in error if you will. Enact laws which partake of the ignorance of the 15th and 
16th centuries upon matters of trade; if it is mere ignorance, you will excite no fecl- 
ings of hostility by such a course. But if you will proclaim that the Commons of 
ge ag N — this 1 which concerns che food of the whole commu- 
nity, with a selfish and partial view to their own advantage, it is im ible b 
the legislature must suffer in estimation. l * 

He concluded by moving the following resolution :— 


“ That this House, considering the evils which have been caused by the present corn 
laws, and especially by the fluctuations of the graduated or sliding scale, is not pre- 
pared to adopt the measure of her Majesty's government, which is founded upon the 
same principles, and is likely to be attended by similar results.“ 

Mr Granvstone thought that some of Lord John Russell’s reasons 
ought, in point of consistency, to have made him a supporter of the 
government measure. Mr Huskisson had been decidedly of opinion 
that this country should he made independent of foreign supply. The 
proposed plan was not founded on the same principle with — exist - 
ing one, except indeed as both involved a slidin scale ; but the struc- 
ture of the two scales was widely different. The existing law had 
not, perhaps, worked so favourably for the consumer as it had been 
expected to do; but he denied that it was chargeable with the present 
mass of distress, which he attributed rather to the unavoidable fluctu- 
ation of the seasons. It was one effect, too, of new applications of 
machinery, though certainly not to diminish employment continually, 
yet to cause great temporary gluts, and with them great depression of 
markets. Four successive bad harvests could not have occurred with- 
out high prices of food. 


Some gentlemen seemed to think that the unusual and extremely severe occurrence 
of four bad harvests in succession, had been owing to the corn laws; but he could not 
conceive how any man who applied himself in temper and good faith to this question 
could suppose a case (taking into view the population of the country under any 
sible system of corn laws) in which four bed harvests occurred in succession, and in 
which the people should not be called on to pay a very high price for their food. But 
the charge which, if true, was fairly, or at least relevantly, made against the corn laws 
was, that they aggravated the present fluctuations of supply and price of wheat. He 
admitted the nob!e lord might state many particulars in which their operation was in- 
convenient and mischievous; but was this charge true so far as we were able to ex- 
amine the natural effect of circumstances? There were several modes of b 
this matter to the test. If he looked to other articles, for instance, he found greater 
fluctuations. During the last 14 years the cheapest was 1835, when the price of wheat 
was 39s. Ad., and the dearest 1839, when it was 70s. 8d., the variation during that 
period being 79 per cent. He had received a circular showing for the same period the 
prices of cotton—an article in which there was a perfect freedom of trade, and, though 
subject to uncertainty in its production, certainly not more so than the article of food. 


In the times antecedent to the enactment of the present corn laws, 
the fluctuations in the prices of wheat had been as great as under the 
existing system; and in Prussia, where corn laws are unknown, there 
had been similar fluctuations in the price of rye, which is the food of 
the —— there, as wheat is in England. IIe argued against the pro- 
bability that under a fixed duty prices would have been as moderate 
as they had been. 

Allowing that the noble lord had carried his 88. fixed duty, was it quite certain that 
at this moment prices would have been so moderate as they now were, or had been 
since September last, or were likely to be in the coming months? He could easily 
conceive that under the 8s. duty a certain portion of the corn which came in at the 
low duty of Is., and gave immense profits to the importers, might have been brought 
at an earlier period ; but the great bulk of the corn that came in was brought in under 
the spur of the moment. It was brought by the high prices, and without the high 
prices they had no right to assume that the corn would have come. He did not 
think there were more than 300,000 or 400,000 quarters in bond ut the time. But su 

se that by a fixed duty they had brought out à certain quantity of it, what would 

ave been the effect as the winter came on? If the large supply had not been ad- 
mitted in the summer, it must have come during the winter, when, the Baltic being 
closed, insurances high, and charges heavy, the market would still have continued ina 
feverish and continually rising state, and instead of the pressure coming in the 
summer, when einployment was abundant and the wants of the people comparatively 
few, it must have come in the dead of the winter, when the e of importation 
were increased, employment diminished, and the necessities of the people more 
severely felt. 

Lord John proposed that the duty should be fixed at 88. till the 
price reached 73s., when it should fall to 1s. This would make it the 
speculator's interest, when scarcity was impending, to force up the 
price to 73s. by fraudulent averages, because till that point he would 
get no reduction at all; whereas, on Sir Robert Peel’s plan, the consi- 
deration of the more certain though more moderate reduction of 1s. at 
each step, would check the temptation to that extreme resort. Lord 
John had said, that under Sir Robert’s plan the merchant could not 
purchase from so distant a country as America, for fear of a fresh 
change in the scale before the corn could come in ; but 80 under Lord 
John’s suggestion, after the 8s. had dropped to one shilling, the spe- 
culator might find on the arrival of the importations that it had leaped 
up again to 8s. Thus the most forcible of the objections against the 
government scheme, that of the exclusion of the American markets, 
was equally applicable to the scheme of Lord John himself; nay, even 
more applicable: for if by the time of the corn’s arrival the price had 
fallen back even as low as 66s., the duty would be but 6s.; whereas 
on Lord John’s plan, it would then be 8s. He then proceeded to 
reply to the assertion that the plan of ministers would effect no benefi- 
cial alteration ; and entered at great length into details to show that 
the new measure would operate as a check to undue speculation, and 
that it possessed great advantages over the present law, as an encourage. 
ment to our foreign commerce. He denied that the mazimnm duty of 
20s. under the government plan would operate as a prohibition, except 
in so far as the 8s. fixed duty proposed by Lord John Russell would 
ms duty? Would not the fixed duty of 

What did the noble lord mean by a prohibitory duty? Would not the ix 
8s., chic he had — be at —— periods a prohibitory duty? Could there 1 
a certain fixed duty which in certain states of the markets would not be prohibitory 


But the question now was, whether the price to which that mazimum duty was ap- 
plied pene reasonable price—whether it was a price indicating plenty, —— oh — 
were a price indicating plenty at home, then, as long as parliament “y= a. 
—— of the corn — the principle of protection, he trusted that they 


says, that the corn laws 
e laws will not relieve it. 
cable to the measures of 
any material alleviation of 
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also maintain such a duty as, without amounting to absolute prohibition, would secure 
the agricultural interest of the country, and the enormous masses of labour dependent 
upon it, from the competition of large quantities of foreign corn being imported when 
it was not required, which would give the importers possession of the market which 
the state of the market itself would prove we were perfectly able at that time to supply. 

He then took „. principle of a fixed duty, and proceeded to 
argue against it. e admitted that a fixed duty would encourage ex- 

tion of manufactures; but there was no very close relation 

een our exports to foreign countries and the corn we might take 
from them. They, too, had their restrictive policies, and he objected 
to legislate upon the wild speculation of their making sudden changes 
in their entire system, for the sake of imitating us. He did not be- 
lieve that the late drains of our currency could have been prevented 
by a fixed duty. Besides it was no light objection against the scheme 
of a fixed duty that it was an entire novelty. 

We have had corn laws for 500 years: but the principle of a fixed duty, beautiful 
as it might be in theory to some, mischievous as it was in the opinion of others, was 
entirely new. In the tables of the corn laws, which had been prepared with great ac« 
curacy by Mr Porter, the principle of a maximum duty was the grand structure of 
almost every corn law that had been passed since the year 1660, whilst the distinctive 
character of a fixed duty was, that it had no relation to price, and that it got rid of the 
7 — Now, if hon. gentlemen would cast their eyes over those tables, they would 
see When the price was so and so, the duty corresponded. But as to the principle of 
this law, it approximated in substance to that of the law now proposed, while the 
proposition of the noble lord for a fixed duty to be levied on foreign corn was altoge- 
ther a novel principle in our legislation. The noble lord had, indeed, said that the 
committee of 1821 had recommended a fixed duty. Buta fixed duty at a great price. A 
very different thing this from the fixed duty scheme of the present day. There was a 
report, indeed, which was more favourable to the noble lord’s plan than that which 
he had so infelicitously quoted; the committee to which he alluded did speak of a 
fixed vag not as a positive proposition, but as a measure which might at some time 
or other be considered. Granting, however, that a fixed duty had been proposed in 
1821, on whose authority was it made? On the authority of Mr Huskisson : a higher, 
in his opinion, upon commercial subjects could hardly be found. But Mr Huskisson 
had changed that opinion. Mr Huskisson subsequently saw reason to concede thata 

uated scale was susceptible of a more favourable operation than that which he 
ad suggested previously. 


He trusted that the measure now to be introduced would work a 
great improvement, without that sort of total revolution which all 
must deprecate, and which, with reference to this particular subject, 
had been denounced with 3 emphasis by Lord Melbourne, on 
Lord Fitzwilliam's motion in June, 1840. Between the opposite ex- 
tremes he hoped that the measure of government was a fair medium; 
and that it would give relief to consumers, steadiness to prices, an 
increase to foreign trade, and a general improvement to the condition 
of the country. 

Mr Cuaries Woop denied the possibility of our being independent 
of foreign countries for a supply of corn, and brought forward a num- 
ber of statistical facts to prove that all sliding scales had been found 
bad in — ciple. He recommended a fixed duty, as likely to produce 
. 50 “4 trade, and said he should support the amendment of Lord 

. Russell. 

Dr Bowrine complained that Sir Robert Peel had made partial 
statements from his evidence before the committee on import duties, 
and put them to an unfair use. He argued against a fixed duty, and 
was persuaded that nothing short of a total repeal would now satisfy 
public opinion. He preferred even the existing system to the plan 
promised ; for the very frauds tended to reduce the duty. Foreign 
countries were now converted into rival manufacturers, and had ceased 
to care about exporting their corn to this country. He denied that 
any peculiar sacrifices had been made by the landed interests. The 
taxes upon land had not increased proportionally to the increase in its 
value. Public opinion was now awakening to a sense of these 
oppressions. 

r FERRAND su — the proposition of Sir Robert Peel, and on 
the motion of Mr Clay the debate was then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

bin | little business has been transacted in the house of Lords since 
our last. 

On Thursday evening the Marquis of Normanby’s Buildings Regu- 
lation bill was read a second time, after a few objections had been 
stated to it the Marquis of Satispury. The Appropriation Act 
Amendment bill was also read a second time. 

On Friday evening various petitions against the corn laws were 
presented, which led to some conversation; and Lord MoxrRAOLR 
moved for various returns regarding the working of the Exchequer 
Bill office, which were AI, 

On Monday evening Lord BnovdHAM moved for certain papers rela- 
tive to the seizure of the Creole, by the American slaves embarked in 
that vessel. The noble and learned lord stated his opinion to be, that 
Great Britain, by the common law of nations, could not deliver up 
any of those slaves to America; and that the municipal law of the 
land also prevented such a course. The Earl of ABERDEEN requested 
Lord Brougham to withdraw his motion, as instructions had been sent 
out to release the persons who had been detained. Lord DENMAN was 
quite sure that no government could give any decision that should 
— in the remotest degree to favour the slave trade, and he re- 

ded the House that enforcing a seizure of such persons, without 
authority, might subject the government officer to the responsibility 
of an action for false imprisonment, or even the still more awful re- 
sponsibility of murder should the parties resist, who would be justified 
in resisting any force that might be used to seize them. Lord Camp- 
BELL and the Lorp CHANCELLOR coincided with the opinion of Lord 
Denman, and Lord Brougham withdrew his motion. 


GENERAL POLITICS. 
FOREIGN. 


PORTUGAL. 

Letters from Lisbon of the 7th inst. state that the chartist insur- 
rection is spreading over the north of Portugal. The municipal cham- 
bers, or councils, of all the towns have proclaimed the charter, and 
forwarded intelligence of their adhesion to the Provisional Junta at 

An academic battalion has been enrolled at Coimbra by order 

of the Junta, and supplied by them with 300 stands of arms. A gra id 
review took place at Oporto during the course of the past week, and 
the Te Deum was sung upon Sunday in honour of the movement! 
The Barons de Vallonga and de Leirea reached Oporto on the Ist inst., 
with a portion of the troops under their command, and the 8th and 9th 
ts were hourly expected. ‘The Junto had allocated 20 contos 


of reis out of the seized public funds for pay and loans to the soldiers | 


in Oporto. The three provinces of the north, which have now almost 
universally given in their adhesion to the revolt at Oporto, contain 
more than half the population of the kingdom. The Queen is still 
without a cabinet, the Duke of Palmella being unable to form one. 


DOMESTIC. 


METROPOLITAN. 

Anti-corn-law meetings were held on Thursday night, in the parishe 
of St Clement Danes, and St Ann’s. At both meetings resolutions 
were passed condemnatory of the measure brought forward by Sir 
Robert Peel. 

At a public meeting held in Southwark on Monday, to petition par- 
liament not to accede to the proposal of Sir R. Peel, an amendment in 
favour of the charter was carried. 

On Friday evening a vestry meeting of the inhabitants of St Mary’s, 
Newington, took place for the purpose of taking into consideration the 
fiscal regulations of this country, especially as they press on articles of 
human food. Mr Chamberlain, the senior churchwarden, was unani- 
mously called to the chair. The room was excessively crowded, there 
being nearly 800 persons present. Mr Eastty moved the following re- 


solution :— | 

“That the corn laws are an intolerable tax on the capital and enterprise of our ma- 
nufacturing, commercial, and trading interests; opposed alike to wisdom and justice, 
a source of national injury and fearful distress; impoverishing and demoralising the 
great body of our labouring classes; and these accumulated evils irresistibly demand 
the abolition of this unrighteous and impressive impost. That this meeting sets its 
face against all sliding scale systems, and is of opinion that the alteration announced 
by Sir Robert Peel on Wednesday night last, exhibits a totai Cy or disin- 
elination in that minister to meet the present exigency, and that his abortive 
and delusive scheme is acruel insult and mockery upon the just demands of the 


ple. 
Mr Cheeseman seconded the resolution, and the Rev. S. Greene, a 
dissenting minister, addressed the meeting at very considerable length, 
in support of it. Mr Sewell, a chartist, then rose, and moved as an 


addition to the resolution, 

“ That the repeal of the corn laws would not be beneficial to the people at large, 
and that the distresses of the country would never be removed until the people's 
charter had become the law of the land.“ 


Several other gentlemen addressed the meeting in dumb show; and 
the original resolution was ultimately put from the chair, and carried 
by a large majority. 

Petitions for the total and immediate repeal of the corn laws were 
adopted on Friday night at a meeting of the committee of the South 
London Auxiliary Sunday School Union, which represents nearly 2000 
gratuitous teachers of the young. The petition to the Lords to be 
44 by Earl Fitzwilliam, and that to the Commons by the mem- 

ers for Southwark. 


In most of the parishes and districts of the metropolis public 
meetings are about to be held on the subject of the ministerial corn 
law plan. 


PROVINCIAL. 


On Saturday a very numerous and enthusiastic meeting was held at 
Leeds; when very strong resolutions were passed, expressing a deter- 
mination to rest satisfied with nothing short of a total and immediate 
repeal of the corn laws, and condemning the government plan as 
downright insult and mockery. 


At Rochdale, Bolton, and Stockport, meetings have been held, and 
the people have refused to petition for mere corn-law repeal, and have 
carried amendments in favour of universal suffrage. 


On Friday evening a most important meeting was held at Marsden’s 
hotel, Oldham street, Manchester, where, after discussing Sir Robert 
Peel’s proposal, it was determined, as the only means of uniting the 
people and compelling the government to consult the national welfare, 
instead of the interests of a class, to demand universal suffrage. The 
meeting was attended by a number of highly respectable merchants 
and manufacturers, and a declaration was adopted by them, which has 
been exposed for signature, and the number of names attached to it 
on Saturday, in about eight hours, was upwards of ten thousand. It 
was depatched to London on that evening. ‘The correspondent of the 
Morning Chronicle says:“ These signatures include the names of some 
of our very first houses, and, from personal observation, I can assure you 
Ihave seen men affix their names to it who, a month ago, would as soon 
have thought of taking up arms in open rebellion.’’ The declaration 
is addressed to the government and the members of the house of 
Commons, and after setting forth the exertions of the manufacturers 
to promote the welfare of the community, and the ruinous effects of 
the tax on food, thus proceeds :— 

“Of this insulting proposition, we feel bound to express our unequivocal indigna- 
tion; and, convinced as we are, that — | less than the total 21 — re 
of all laws which interfere with the free and unlimited importation of the food of the 

ople, will preserve this nation from anarchy and ruin; and having lost all confidence 

n the government, and the house of Commons, as at present constituted, and desiring 

not only the repeal of bad laws already existing, but also a guarantee for good govern- 
ment for the future ; and anxious to avoid those unha oatbreaks which must in- 
evitably result from the continued oppression and starvation of the people; and feeling 
convinced that no effectual remedies will be applied until the power oF applying them 
be lodged in the hands of the people, we respectfully, but firmly demand that the fran- 
chise be forthwith extended to every man who is twenty one years of age, of sound 
mind, unstained by crime, together with the privilege of secret voting, and such 
other matters of detail as may be found necessary to the honest and practical working 
of the principle.“ 

A meeting on the question of complete suffrage was held on Friday, 
at Lynn, Norfolk, in consequence of a communication from Mr Sturge. 
The letter was read by Mr James Keed ; after which the chair was 
taken by Mr TowlIL, who said that, believing there was infinitely 
more comparative intelligence, virtuous feeling, and political honesty 
in the industrious classes, as a body, than can be found amongst their 
vaunted superiors, he had fully made up his mind to co-operate, by all 
constitutional means, for the obtainment of their undoubted right. 
The Rev. T. Wigner, Baptist minister, then addressed the meeting, 
and stated his adhesion to the declaration of Mr Sturge. An excep- 
tion might be taken to the course he adopted in appearing there that 
evening, as being incompatible with the duties and character of a 
Christian minister, but he had learned from his divine master that the 
first duty of all his followers was to do unto others as we would wish 
others to do unto us; and upon this consideration, if upon no other, he 
felt bound to give his unqualified support to the declaration. Mr 
Thomas Cook stated, he was quite convinced of its justice and its ab- 


| solute necessity to the cause of equal government, and should cheer- 
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fully subscribe to it. Several persons present signed the declaration‘ 
and the meeting separated, deeply impressed with the importance of 
the subject. The number of signatures is fast increasing. 


On Friday last, the anti-corn-law advocates at Derby burned the 
effigy of Sir R. Peel in the market place. They read a death sentence 
upon him, in which they termed him the basest of ministers. 


We observe that arrangements are being made for holding public 
meetings on the subject of the ministerial corn-law plan in most of the 
large provincial towns; and from the excitement produced upon the 
minds of the public by the statement of Sir R. Peel in the house on 
W . last, it is expected that they will be of a most imposing 
character. 


The petitions against the corn laws, signed entirely by the females 
of Manchester, contained 77,800 signatures. 


There is a petition from the unemployed poor resident in the town 
of Manchester; the number of signatures to which are upwards of 
12,000. 

The gross receipts of the Anti-corn-law bazaar, Manchester, amount 
to upwards of £9,500. 


Nearly 100 respectable farmers, all men of property, are about to 
emigrate from St Keverne, in Cornwall, to the state of Winconsin, 
North America, favourable accounts having been received from some 
friends who have preceded them. 


SCOTLAND. 

A numerously-attended meeting took place last week in the Black 
Bull hall, Glasgow, of the committee appointed on the 15th Jan. last, 
at the request of Mr Joseph Sturge. The object was to take into fur- 
ther consideration the principle of general suffrage contained in the 
declaration framed by Mr Sturge. Among the gentlemen present 
were—Messrs W. Cross, John Hamilton, William Bankier, James An- 
derson, and J. Turner (all members of the city council), James Coupar 
Drummond, Birkmire, Dick, Davidson, Rutherglen, Reid. It was men- 
tioned by gentlemen present, that many influential liberals in that city 
have signified their acquiescence in the views adopted by the meeting. 
The resolutions passed stated—That this meeting fully recognise the 
principle embodied in the declaration drawn up by Mr Sturge. That 
they are of opinion that the recognition, on the part of the present 
electoral constituency, of the right of complete suffrage, is eminently 
calculated to bring about a cordial union between the middle and 
working classes. at they pledge themselves to take all lawful and 
constitutional means to further an object which they believe to be, in 
itself, just and right; and, in its effects, so conducive to peace, order, 
and good government; and they appoint a committee to take charge 
of circulating among the parliamentary constituency, and recommend 
to their perusal and consideration, copies of a pamphlet, entitled, 
„% Reconciliation between the Middle and Working Classes,“ which 
have been reprinted from the Nonconformist. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
Wednesday, February 16, 1842. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, Tuesday, Feb. 15. 
CORN LAWS—ADJOURNED DEBATE. 

Sir WIILIAx Cray adverted to the speech of Sir Robert Peel, and 
expressed his astonishment that the effect on the currency and other 
mischievous consequences of the corn laws should have been passed 
over by Sir Robert Peel. The controversy had ceased to be of a mere 
political character. It had become a question involving social and 
commercial principles of the greatest importance to the community ; 
and he was no friend to a protecting duty at all. He could not see, 
in the scheme of the government, any other motive, than an attempt 
to relieve the agricultural interest from a portion of the superfluous 
obloquy thrown on it by the present corn laws. It was within the 
power of Sir Robert Peel and his government to pass their measure, 
but it was beyond the power of any government to settle the question 
by such measures. ‘The people of England had now taken up the 
subject, and they would settle it in their own way. 

Captain Hamitron supported the principle of a sliding scale, but 
thought the protecting duties ought to be higher than was proposed 
by Sir Robert Peel. 

Captain Rovs and Mr Onusng Gore spoke in favour of the govern- 
ment plan. Mr Curipers advocated a fixed duty; and Mr WILLIAMS 
deprecated any protection to agriculture, and warned the aristocracy 
that if they continued their present course of injustice, the time was 
fast approaching when their pretensions would be inconveniently in- 
quired into. 

Mr Warp denied that the question of an 8s. fixed duty was before 
the House. Lord John Russell had not mentioned one word about an 
8s. duty. The noble lord had said, last night, that the amount of 
fixed dnty which he would consent to, should be exactly proportioned 
to the peculiar burdens of the agricultural interest. He (Mr Ward) 
intended to take an early opportunity of moving for a committee to 
inquire what were the nature and amount of those burdens. As to 
even a fixed duty, the time was fast passing away for its imposition. 

Sir Epwarp KnatcuBvu.t defended the 5 of the government, and 
contended that Lord John Russell could never have hoped for the con- 
currence of the landed interest in his plan of a fixed duty. If a fixed 
duty sufficient to protect the landed interest could be maintained, it 
would be better than a sliding scale; but, under some circumstances, 


a fixed dnty could not be maintained. 

The noble lord was aware that it was impossible to carry his principle out, and he 
(Sir E. Knatchbull) had marveled how the noble lord would treat the question when 
he came to that point of the 8s. duty. How had the noble lord treated it? He ac- 
knowledged it would be impossible in some cases to retain that duty, and quoted a 
pemapiiet by Mr Hubbard. Why, it was certain that a clear, defined, understood duty 
would be better than any scheme that could be adopted [great cheering from the op- 
position benches]. He repeated the observation—he repeated that a simple defined 
duty would be better than any other plan that could be proposed—that was, provided it 
was possible to retain it. The impossibility of retaining it had been admitted by the 
noble lord. Depend upon it, if the duty were once taken off there would not be the 
power of re-imposing it. 

The protection to be given to the landed interest should be calcu- 
lated to give ample security to the capital invested in the soil. He had 
looked at this question with a view to the interests of the British 
manufacturer as well as the British farmer ; and in this spirit he had 


agreed to the proposition of the government. 


ily 


said, that Sir E. Knatchbull had al 
adv ocate of high rotection, and now, as a minister of the 2 
fully maintained his old opinions. Sir E. Knatchbull had stated the 
object of the proposed measure to be the maintenance of the landlords 
in their station; but the object ought to have been the interest of the 
people at * The question now to be considered was, whether, on 
an average, gland grew corn enough for her own consumption. 
He showed, in figures, that this was not her position, and that she was 
annually importing larger and larger quantities of foreign corn for her 
still increasing population. - 

He held in his hand areturn of the average quantities of colonial and foreign corn 
supplied to this country for every ten years, ranging from 1760 to 1840, from which 
return it apeared, that notwithstanding the great increasing price of agricultural 
labour and produce, if yt were to speak from experience of the past wants of the 
people, the ome demand had outetripped the home supply; and, therefore, it should 
not be forgotten in arguing this question that an increased demand on fore sup- 
plies was to be expected. If our wants increased in the same ratio during the next 
ten years, 20,500,000 quarters of wheat would be required by us being rather more than 
2,000,000 quarters per annum, on the average. 

Ireland was no longer able to supply the deficiency; she consumed 
more wheat herself than heretofore, and applied more of her land, with 
larger profit, to grazing. He would admit that the proposed plan di- 
minished the jumps, and it would probably yield some increase of 
revenue ; but it did not give to great interests any benefit which made 
it worth while to alter the law at all. He then argued at some! 
against the principle of a sliding scale, and showed its evil effects upon 
trade. He did not mean, by voting against the government measure, 
to go the length of declaring himself in favour of a total repeal of duty. 
He knew that many objections were urged against a fixed duty ; but 
at least we had not, as in the case of the sliding scale, an actual expe- 


rience of its inefficacy. 
They were told that in times of scarcity and high prices a fixed duty would be 
He believed this objection was 


grievous to the consumer, and could not be retained. 

equally unfounded. Ile did not believe that, under any circumstances, there would 
be difficulty in maintaining a fixed duty, nor did he believe that its maintenance would 
operate a. or injuriously to the consumer. He would not go over the state- 
ments which had been made upon that subject; but it appeared to him as clear as 
demonstration could make it, that, under all ordinary circumstances, if had a 
fixed duty, and were called upon to abandon it in consequence of high prices, the only 
effect would be to make a present of the whole of that duty to thes , while 
the consumer would not derive the slightest benefit from its abandonment. 

With respect to the proposition of Sir Robert Peel, he feared that 
his other measures of financial reform would be of the same unsatisfac- 
tory character; or, if his other measures were of a satisfactory kind, 
his present timid proposition must be attributed to the power of the 


parties interested. 
Sir James Granam said, that the agitation of this question had been 
begun by the late government, and it then became impossible for their 


successors to avoid dealing with it. ‘This measure ped ter pe by 
ministers as the lowest duty which could be taken tly with 


the due protection of the agriculturists. The fixed duty would not 
have conciliated the — opposite; to have adopted it would have 
been, in Lord John Russell’s language, to disturb without settling. 


Finality in legislation was a mere phantom. 

He had himself been a fellow- student in the finality school together with the noble 
lord opposite. That noble lord and he had had, he thought, some experience with re- 
ference to bringing forward large measures—larger — somewhat, than striet 
right might, in the opinion of those affected by them, have rendered either prudent or 
necessary; and yet these measures had been made large, in the hope that their finality 
would be established, and that the concession thus made would stay further demands. 
But he (Sir J. Graham), profiting by his experience, had endeavoured faithfully to 
fulfil the purpose for which those measures had been brought forward, 122 
clared for their finality, he had endeavoured to give effect to them. He had not 
one of those who, heving declared for the finality of those measures, had been the first 
to promote further progress—that course he had firmly and constantly resisted ; but 
having taken that course, and having, as he had said, profited by his ce, he 
for one would never again be a party to recommending for the adoption of the — 
lature any measure in the nature of a concession larger than he should think ei 
prudent or just, in the vain expectation that by going beyond those bounds of pru- 
dence and justice, he should succeed in establishing such a measure as a piece of final 
legislation. 


What he now tendered was, in his opinion, equitable for the con- 
sumer on the one hand, and the producer on the other. The noble 
lord talked about the sliding scale as slippery,’’ but had not the 
fixed duty the same lubricity ? | 

In the month of June last her Majesty’s then government had been as distinctly 
pledged as any government could be by their statement in ent, that an 8s. 
duty was brought forward with a view not of disturbing but of settling. In that 
month, therefore, the measure was considered by the noble lord and his colleagues 
as one that would take its stand and have a permanent operation. But both the 
noble lord and those who acted with him had, in the course of the discussion 


during these two evenings, endeavoured to glide away from the 8s. duty. They 
were Bo longer, it appeacel, for a duty of 88. 
He quoted from a speech of 


Mr LasovcHere 


r Huskisson’s to prove that that states- 
man was in 1828 opposed to a fixed duty. He then entered into cal- 
culations to show at what prices foreign corn would come into compe- 
tition with British; contended that the parties interested either di- 
rectly or indirectly in the cultivation of the land were a majority of 
the whole people ; and quoted official reports — 14 — the operation 
of machinery in producing goods and snperceding ur. 
The debate was then adjourned. 


A public meeting was held at Coventry yesterday, called by a re- 
quisition signed by the middle classes, at which a resolution was 
unanimously adopted, tracing the corn laws to class legislation, and 
pointing out as the only remedy a full and entire representation of the 
people. 

At a public meeting at Nottingham on Monday, Lord Rancliffe in 
the chair, more than 8000 persons assembled, and passed a resolution 
denouncing petitions to the two houses of parliament as “ farces,”’ 
and calculated only to add insult to suffering. The resolution was 
carried by acclamation. Another was then moved by a chartist, de- 
manding the charter, the whole charter, and nothing but the charter, 


and every hand was held up for it. 


Sir Robert Peel was yesterday burned in effigy at Leicester and 
Rochdale, amidst the execrations of thousands of people. 

The Duke of Wellington was loudly hooted and hissed on his way 
to the house of Peers last evening; and Sir Robert Peel, who was not 
recognised until his approach towards the house of Commons, was 
greeted with similar expressions of public disapprobation. 


CORN MARKET. Marx Layne, Tus Day. * 
The supply of oats is large; of other kinds of grain very small. No 
2 since Monday; bnt very little business doing. 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

„A Thorou-good Country Cobbler” is a new method of bringing a con- 
temptible * ain under our notice. But it won't do. 

Christiana.“ e decline a lady’s favour with unfeigned regret. Our 
crowded columns will not, however, admit of our insertion of the paper. 

„H. F.“ Perhaps if the middle classes would give up class prejudices, they 
would be able to accomplish more than by abstaining from the use of 
excisable articles. The latter course, we think, would aggravate the 
existing distress, without doing much to advance our cause. It can 
never be made general. 

Thanks to our friend at Perth. 

„A Yorkshire Minister should write to the publisher of the pamphlet. 

„John Browne.“ We are obliged to him. 

J. M.,“ Manchester. Ditto. 

4% E.“ Mr Lovett, we believe. 

A Friend.” The time is not yet come, and this is not the question upon 
which to resort to it. 

J. P. Youngman.”’ We have not room in the present number. 

„A Nonconformist must accept of the same apology. 

„Beta.“ Thanks for his suggestions. 


Terms for advertising in the Nonconformist. 


For 8 lines ....5s. Od. For 16 lines...7 0 For 24 lines...9 0 
nnn 5 6 „„ 7 6 0 9 6 
ee 6 0 Be accese 8 0 ae 10 0 
BG. . . . 06 6 6 222 6 8 6 Every additional 2 lines, 6d. 


, Advertisements from the country should be accompanied by a post 
office order, or reference for payment in London. 


The Ponconformist. 


LONDON: WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1842. 


SUMMARY. 


THE battle has fairly commenced between the country and a class. 
The Anti-corn-law conference, which met on Tuesday week, took 
up the position of total and immediate repeal, and we earnestly 
trust they will not be enticed or driven from it. On Wednes- 
day afternoon they proceeded in a body to the house of Com- 
mons, that they might display their force and unanimity to the 
peoples representatives, and, as a body, they were exclud “Out 
truncheons—close the gates,” was the command given to the stron 
corps of police, and with felicitous propriety those who represen 
the nation’s wants were denied access to the vestibule of the house 
in which the nation’s demands were about to be resisted. 

Sir Robert Peel rose a few minutes after five to disclose his grand 
secret. His uneasiness of manner betrayed his conscious inability 
to cope with the difficulties of his ition. His speech occupied 
three hours in delivery, and was listened to with breathless atten- 
tion until he announced the figures of his new sliding scale. The 
burst of derision with which that announcement was received by 
the opposition was instantaneous and overwhelming. From that 
moment until the termination of his speech all was noise and con- 
fusion in the house. The delegates on the spot assembled imme- 
diately at Brown’s hotel, Palace yard, and adopted a resolution, 
drawn up in strong terms, denouncing the proposed measure as an 
insult to a patient and sufferin le—a resolution which was 
unanimously affirmed by the whole body of delegates on the follow- 
ing morning. The conference, however, did not stop here. They 
drew up a memorial to the Queen, declaring an utter want of con- 
fidence in her present advisers, as well as in any who may hereafter 
be called to form a ee ag who should persist in taxing the 
food of the people. e have given a description of the proposed 
measure in another column. 

On Monday evening the plan came under discussion in the 
house of Commons. e debate was opened by Lord John Rus- 
sell, in a speech of considerable length and t cleverness, de- 
2 to demonstrate the evils of a 2 and to lead the 

use to the adoption of a fixed duty. He was followed by Mr 
Gladstone, who, wielding the argumentum ad hominem, made his 
speech tell against the noble whig. If Lord John imagines that 
he can once again win from the people that confidence which he 
forfeited when last in office, he mistakes his position. He may 
succeed in throwing dust into the eyes of the parliamen free- 
traders. This remains to be seen. But that the whigs, with their 
empty pretences, are destined to become once more the ignes 
fatut to lead us astray from principle, and leave us again in the 
marshes of expediency, we will not oe Toa 

Such at all events is not the present aspect of affairs. Men are 
not tamed down by Sir Robert Peel’s plan to a disposition to ac- 
quiesce in a fixed duty, but are spirited up by the insult to demand 
a newly constructed legislature. Complete or universal suffrage is 
now the cry. The meeting held in the Crown and Anchor tavern, 
at the request of Mr Sturge, an imperfect report of which will be 
found in our columns, gave the first indication of the spirit which 
aristocratic tyranny is awakening. From three to four hundred 
delegates were present, and all seemed pervaded with but one feel- 
ing, that the eulrage question opens to the country a door of hope. 
Mr Lovett, even whilst contending for the whole charter, evinced 
that readiness for conciliation which proves that a little conference 
between the honest of both classes will easily remove any difficul- 
ties now existing in the way of a solid and permanent union. 

But why speak we of London only? In the provinces the same 
spirit spreads with unexampled rapidity. At Manchester, at Roch- 

e, at Nottingham, aye! even at Lynn, through the zealous exer- 
tions of Mr Keed, complete suffrage is the motto inscribed upon 
the banner beneath which an insulted people now range them- 
selves. Time has not yet allowed of our hearing from Scotland, 
but we know the country beyond the Tweed to be ripe for the 
movement. Within a few months, this question which we mooted 


— 


as the only true basis of reconciliation between the divided classes 
many months since, will be the centre of national hopes and fears. 
We have set ourselves face to face against a eee 
and the people of Britain are already ringing their knell. 

All other matters of intelligence, foreign and domestic, lose their 
interest in the present excitement. 


WHAT IS TO BE DONE NEXT? 


Tux corn-law policy of the conservative government has been 
developed—the measure towards which, with strained eyes and 
beating pulse, expectation has been looking these many months past, 
is no longer a mystery. The curtain has risen, and the new sliding 
scale, the last, best, fondest child of aristocratic wisdom, has been 
presented with due pomp to the public. Our predictions are more 
than verified. Lectures, public meetings, conferences, conventions, 
petitions, memorials, banquets, and bazaars, a never resting press, 
threats of compensation—all have failed, not merely to compel the 
ministry to do anything, which we took for granted, but to extort 
from them a show of doing something, which we did not. The land- 
lords have taken up their position. They may advance, but they 
have no intention to retreat. The contest, as we have said, is for 
supremacy. At present they have the vantage ground, and they 
mean to keep it. 

We have all along maintained that substantially the matter would 
come to this issue. The moment, however, has now arrived for 
eschewing both vaunts and recrimination. Away with both of 
them ! This is not the time for any, pretending to have the interest 
of their country at heart, to be vamping up their own claims to re- 
spect, or to be charging upon others that they have pursued a mis- 
taken line of policy. It may be found in the end that all parties 
have been right—that all have contributed to advance the nation’s 
welfare—that the labours of none, however various and seemingly 


opposite, have been thrown away—and that all have conduced to 
bring about that state of feeling, and that relative position of parties, 
out of which ultimate success must spring. The past must be for- 


gotten—the present must absorb our whole attention. 

Yes! When a selfish oligarchy, armed with legislative power, 
has dared, in the insolence of temporary supremacy, to beard a suf- 
fering people, to add insult to wrong, and heap contempt upon op- 
pression—when iron-hearted lust of pelf and place can coolly and 
deliberately occupy itself in binding all the great interests of the 
empire to offer them as a sacrifice to its own extravagance—when 
the despotism of banded monopolists 5 walks forth in 
the light of day, to set its heel upon the claims of justice, and crush 
the spirit of a mighty empire—when internal peace, security of 
property, the demands of reason, and the inalienable rights of man, 
are set at nought and ruthlessly trampled down by conventional 
might—tame acquiescence becomes equally despicable and wicked ; 
and upon every man is laid an obligation, from which there is no 
escape, to start up in his country’s cause, and advance with firm 
step and undaunted spirit to the overthrow of the public enemy. 
Salus populi, summa ler. The threatened ruin must not be per- 
mitted. ‘The power which thus braves a patient people must be de- 
throned. 

Short of this, short of an entire remodeling of our present legis- 
lative machinery, it would be folly to rest. e conduct of those 
in power—the refusal of Sir Robert Peel to receive the anti-corn- 
law deputation, upon the frivolous pretext of prior engagements— 
the rude and insulting exclusion of the delegates from the lobby of 
the house of Commons—but especially the measure which, after 
five months’ deliberation, the cabinet has ventured to submit to 

liament—will open the eyes of the dullest-sighted, as to the 
fatility of all efforts to wring from oppressors a remedy for oppres- 


sion. A corrupt tree bringeth forth corrupt fruit.” We cannot 
fetch blood out of a post. Men placed in power by class constitu- 
encies, and for the protection and maintenance of class interests, 


cannot be expected to consult the general — Beneficial mea- 
sures may once in a generation be wrested from them by intimida- 
tion—but that form of government which can only be made to work 
for the people, by the application of a pressure from without just 
short of the explosive point, is about the worst and most dangerous 
which can be constructed. 

What then remains to be done? To sit down the passive slaves 
of class cupidity, and witness unconcerned the further devastation 
of our national interests, is clearly out of the question. To succeed 
in forcing the aristocracy to surrender, by moving our forces in the 
exclusive direction of commercial reform, recent events have de- 
monstrated to be visionary and hopeless. Distinctly foreseeing this 
—calculating upon the data furnished by the result of the last gene- 
ral election, by the corrupt tices by which that result was 
secured, by the composition of the Peel cabinet, by the tone of the 
conservative press, and by the numerous minor political phenomena 
which serve to indicate the direction of the current, we urged, some 
months since, the adoption of a more decided line of policy, upon 
which, when the crisis should arrive, all sincere reformers might 
fall back, and in a vigorous pursuit of which they might assuredly 
advance to ultimate triumph. We have laboured alone, undeterred 
by the mistaken surmises of our best friends, or by the sneers of our 
bitterest foes, to prepare the public mind for the present moment. 
The time has now arrived for casting to the winds all petty jealou- 
sies, and therefore in a spirit, not of selfish exultation, but of 
earnest concern for the country’s welfare, we ask, whether the 
course we have proposed, the course we have advocated unflinch- 
ingly for months past, be not the only feasible one which remains 
open to sincere patriots ? 

There exist, scattered throughout this vast empire, the elements 
of power, before which, when fairly brought into play, aristocracy 
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would be but as chaff before the driving storm. There is discon- 
tent 3 pervading all elasses but the ruling one, which needs 
only to gathered up, concentrated, and wisely directed, to 
shatter, as with the lightning flash, the strongholds of oppression. 
Let the hesitating and the timid reflect that they have no right to 
calculate longer upon the dormancy of this feeling. Forth it will 
leap ere long, for the political atmosphere is so highly charged that 
an outbreak is inevitable. With the middle classes it now remains 
to decide what its character shall be. If they side with the aristo- 
cracy in withholding from the millions their just claims to the pos- 
session of the franchise, they risk popular convulsion, they insure 
the perpetuation of legislative tyranny—in - either case, they must 
be the chief sufferers. If, on the other hand, they calmly but determi- 
nately come forward to demand for the unrepresented their full 
share of political power, they may guide the tempest which it would 
be madness to brave, and by peaceful and constitutional means 
destroy utterly and for ever class legislation with its long train of 
frightful evils. No middle course is open to them. It is useless, 
it 1s dangerous to dally. The critical moment for making their 
choice is at hand. The passing day is big with the fate of empire. 
It has dawned—it will wear away apace—it will soon set for ever. 
Once gone, it can never be recalled. 

Once * we will venture our advice, uncalled for though it 
4 be. e submit that preparations be made forthwith for a 
full and unmistakeable expression of a nation’s will. Let a day be 
selected for the purpose—a day thenceforth to be remembered for 
ever in the annals of the British empire—a day of general cessation 
from labour—Good Friday. Upon that day every town of any im- 
portance within the three kingdoms may hold a public meeting, the 
object of which shall be to send up to the House of Commons a 
demand for the instant extension of the suffrage to every adult in- 
habitant of the land. Such a simultaneous movement, aided as 
undoubtedly it would be by the vast body of working men, would 
inflict a staggering blow upon our present oppressors, from the 
effects of which it would be impossible for them to recover. That 
blow, followed up with wise decision, would turn at once the tide of 
battle. Thenceforth, our advance to victory, although not unop- 
posed, would meet with no serious check. ithin a twelvemonth 
we might secure for ourselves and for our countrymen, A FREE, 
FULL, AND FAIR REPRESENTATION. 


THE NEW SLIDING SCALE. 


THE corn-law plan submitted to parliament by the government of 
the landocracy may be described in few words. Relief to a starving 
people, or to embarrassed manufactures and commerce, it neither 
gives nor professes to give. It is neither calculated to lower the 

rice of bread, nor to facilitate importation in seasons of scarcity. 
The high protection afforded by the present law to what is termed 
the agricultural interest it not only retains, but even enhances. The 
range of its operation is between a minimum price of 50s. the 
quarter, and a maximum of 73s. When wheat is at 50s. the pro- 
posed duty is to be 20s. The duty then diminishes one shilling, as 
wheat rises one shilling in price, to 52s., when it becomes stationary 
until the price of 55s. has been reached. From this point it regu- 
larly falls a shilling with the rise of price, until at 66s. there is 
another rest; and at 69s. it starts again until corn has reached 73s., 
where it finally stops at one shilling. The scales applicable to other 
in are in the same proportion. The averages are to be taken 
rom returns furnished by buyers, sellers, and millers, and are to be 
collected by excise officers in 150 towns specially named. 

The existing restrictions, it is well known, were largely evaded by 
fraudulently “ working the averages.” The slight lowering of duty by 
Sir Robert Peel’s plan will be more than compensated by bringing up 
the 2 on which it is calculated. If the old lock-gates bite 
close at the but are rotten under the surface, and let water 
through, the level will not be reduced by new gates which open a 
little in the middle, but are made sound below. The in dif- 
ficulty of fraudulently raising the price of corn will keep the higher 
rates of duty in more undisturbed and continuous play, so that the 
mite which the landowners seem to give by the modification of the 
scale, they will more than take back again by the proposed method 
of working it. 

Whilst, however, the plan of the present government will render 
frauds somewhat harder of accomplishment, and so permanently in- 
sure a higher price for grain, its tendency to prevent bling is 
not by any means soclear. Foreign corn is only wanted here when 
there is a scarcity, or in other words, when prices are high. Lowering 
the duty to 12s. at 60s. average, will not avail to bring it into the coun- 
try, for the importer knows that a scarcity which has before raised 
the price to 72s. will do it again, and he will hardly pay 12s., when 
by holding on «a while he can get it in at 1s. Nor will the new 
plan of taking the averages prevent the fraud of working up areal 
average of 66s. to an apparent one of 72s. Such frauds are com- 
mitted in those months during which the whole of the corn of the 
country isin the hands of the merchants—namely, just before har- 
vest, or as it will be in a month or two hence, when the farmers 
have all their power occupied on their farms, and consequently when 
the returns of the agricultural towns amount to nil. If at such sea- 
sons the home supply be deficient, the averages will be worked, and, 
except in occasional cases where small poor are wanted by indi- 
vidual dealers, a- the importations will come in at 1s. There will 
be no stable trade in corn, no regular supply grown for our home 
market, not even a revenue for the country. The sliding scale will 
benefit none but the importer. 

The practical comment upon Sir R. Peel's plan may be found in 
the Mark Lane reports. Previously to its development the corn 
market was in a state of languor and depression—immediately upon 


| its announcement the market rallied, sales 


looked ups and capitalists commenced the work of lesion : 38 


people's food. Such is the relief which the mere prospect of thi 
measure secures to famishing thousands. Wh E. ici. 
pated from its realization ? g e e ene 
The man who could detain the whole countr upwards of four 
months in painful expectation, allowing himself meanwhile to be 
cried up by the press as the modern Solon, and who, after all, could 
bring himself to propound a plan like this, without even a poor 
beggarly pretence to merit, must be a political fop of the purest spe- 
cies. He can see nothing to admire, nothing to revere, nothing to 
fill the scope of his vision, but himself. He must imagine all men 
to be full of him; that, not what is done, but what he does, the Bri- 
tish public cares for; and that his importance lends a value to brass 
given in his name, which from the hands of another even gold would 
not possess. We rather think the public will sully the purity of his 
waistcoat before they have done with him, and teach the trifler that 
they seek something a vast deal more important and solid than PEEL. 


TIE LATEST AND LAST MOVE OF THE WHIGS. 


UTTERLY annihilated as are the whigs, considered as a political 
party, it would have betrayed a very scanty knowledge, both of 
their specific history and of human nature in general, to have ex- 
pected them to let the present opportunity pass without an effort 
to regain their influence in the state. It mattered but little that 
their leadership in the present crisis has been rejected by the unani- 
mous voice of the country. Lord John Russell, accustomed to a 
aon 2 se: 9 and seeing all subjects through the me- 
dium of the division list, has determined upon thrusting his services 
* the people. Accordingly, he has adroitly stepped ahead of 

r Villiers, the representative of the Anti-corn-law League, and 
— notice of meeting Sir Robert Peel with a motion 80 artfully 
ramed, that, whilst it pledges him to nothing beyond a fixed duty, 
it may catch the votes of total and immediate repealers. 

It would be folly to urge that, regard being had to the motion 
considered apart from all the circumstances under which it is 
brought forward, the free-traders would be guilty of inconsistency 
in recording their votes in its favour. It is nevertheless incumbent 
upon us to urge upon the consideration of the League, and their 
parliamentary adherents, the precise position occupied, first, by 
themselves, and then by the party who would now avail themselves 
of their support. Such a review of the present and the past, would 
seem to our minds essential to the formation of a just and enlight- 
ened judgment of their own duty at the present juncture. 

The League can scarcely be insensible to the weight of solemn 
responsibility attaching at this moment to all their proceedings. 
With a distinctness and solemnity the most emphatic, they have 
pledged themselves before the country to an entire principle—the 
total and immediate repeal of the corn laws. Upon their fidelity to 
this principle, the confidence of the nation has been invited to re- 

e in security. Their future influence will depend upon their 
eeping all their movements above suspicion. It is for them, con- 
sequently, to reflect with all possible seriousness, whether by lending 
their sanction to anything short of an unequivocal declaration of the 
principle they have adopted, they will not expose their sincerity to 
doubt, and thus damage the cause they 1 ess to have at heart. 
They have gone much too far, consistently to allow themselves to 
be mixed up with trickery and artful compromise. Every vote 
given for Lord John’s motion by yet om repealers will add force 
to a delusion, and detract so much from the moral power which 
honesty never fails to wield. ‘The free-traders are but a small party 
in the house of Commons—with them character is everything. The 
support they may give to a —＋ move will do nothing to advance 
their own cause — and they can ill afford to peril any portion of that 
influence which the confidence of the public has entrusted to their 
discretion. 

By whom, and for what p „is this whig movement under- 
taken? Lord John Russell is identified with a 1 
He has no sympathy with the e—he never p y. 
He has openly contended for a preponderance of the landed inter- 
ests in the councils of the nation. Why has he now anticipated 
Mr Villier's motion by his own? None can mistake his meaning, 
craftily as he may have attempted to conceal it. If he intended 
total and immediate repeal, there was no occasion for his interposi- 
tion. If he did not, he meant less, whatever may be the language 
in which he wraps up his — 2 Here then is the old game —a 
show, made with a view to look like a reality -a vague pretence of 
more, which in sober truth means less—reform in name, to catch 
votes—in substance, the preservation of class interests, and the re- 
suscitation of an extinct party. Will the members of the League 
aid the noble lord, and be made again the subservient tools of smil- 
ing insincerity? Does it become them to step down from their hi 
dignity to follow in the train of a man who wears a mask? We 
trust they will not so far forget themselves, nor undervalue the im- 

rtance of their own position. Hitherto their proceedings have 
— upon them the stamp of noble steadfastness. Let them ally 
themselves with the whigs, and their power will be clean gone. 
The conference just closed becomes a faree—and faith in political 
virtue, feeble enough at present, will instantly breathe its last. 

We shall not stay to inquire of those members who intend to 
vote with Mr Villiers what party interests are to be promoted by 
voting also with Lord John Russell. Sure we are, that by such a 
course they will serve no ends which will be ultimately available 
for their own cause. Far better would it be for them, unspeakably 
more dignified, to show their sense of the insult put upon them by 
walking out of the house at the termination of the debate. Such a 
rebuke to whig treachery it becomes them to administer. The 


106 THE NONCONFORMIST. 


country will look for it at their hands. Their repeated professions 
lay them under no less an obligation. Their constituents, especially 
such as have made considerable sacrifices on the shrine of principle, 
will be apt to regard any other course as a betrayal of a sacred trust 
—and however soon themselves may forget their inconsistency, 
they will find that electors have, in addition to nice discernment, a 
tenacious memory in respect to the delinquencies of their repre- 
sentatives. 


For ourselves we shall watch the division list with some anxiety. 
From the outset of our career we have set our face against every- 
thing which appears to us a deviation from the path of honest 
straightforwardness. We shall not be deterred from it on this occa- 
sion. Lord John Russell’s motion is a party mancwuvre—a mere 
repetition of a stale trick. It is known to be such. It is contrived 
to damage rather than to aid the repeal movement. ‘There is no 
mystery about it. It does not even carry upon the face of it an 
ostensible good. We shall now see which members are free from 
the trammels of the reform-club clique, and which are yet in bond- 
age. The true independence of each is about to be tested by his 
vote. They who in this instance can consent to succumb to the 
influence of party, can do so on more important occasions. Men’s 
characters are most correctly to be judged of from little things. 
Where a small temptation prevails, we are not warranted to expect 
firmness in the hour of sore trial. The free-traders have now before 
them an alternative—to please the whigs or to retain their consis- 
tency. If they prefer the former, let them vote with Lord John 
Russell—if the latter, let them refuse to support his motion. We 
shall see which holds the highest place in their affections. 


Her 1 and Prince Albert, with the Princess Royal and the 
Prince of es, arrived at the Pavilion at Brighton, on Thursday 
afternoon, accompanied by the lords and ladies in waiting, and the 
other officers of the court. A grand display of fireworks took place in 
the evening on the Steine, immediately opposite the palace windows, 
from which it was understood that her Majesty and Prince Albert 
were spectators. In the evening there was a general illumination in 
honour of her Majesty’s arrival. The evening was wound up by a ball 
on a large scale at the Town-hall, attended by several hundreds of the 
visitors and inhabitants. 


By an order in council, dated At the court at Buckingham palace, 
the 2d February,“ it is directed that, in future, on all occasions of di- 
vine service “where the royal family is appointed to be particularly 
prayed for, the following form and order shall be observed, namely, 
Adelaide, the Queen Dowager, the Prince Albert, Albert Prince of 
Wales, and all the royal family.“ 


A cabinet council was held at the foreign office, on Friday, at two 
o’clock. All the ministers were present. 


It is confidently reported that the Duke of Buckingham, fecling the 
peculiar delicacy of his position, and being anxious to give his most 
strenuous opposition to Sir Robert Peel's proposed alteration of the 
corn laws, has refused to accept the garter; and that it will be offered 
2 poe mover of the address, the Marquis of Abercorn.—Morning 

ronicle. 


It is understood that Sir Robert Peel, acting upon the same mag- 
nanimous principle that induced him to offer to the acceptance of Lord 
Cottenham the situation of one of the new vice-chancellorships, offered 
to the Duke of Buckingham the vacant clerkship of the treasury, which, 
upon his grace's refusal, Sir Robert has since conferred upon his 
nephew, Mr Dawson.—Morning Chronicle. 


Messrs Grey, Rawson, Bright, Brooks, Dixon, and Evans, members 
of the Executive committee of the Anti-corn-law conference, had an 
interview on Thursday afternoon with the Right Hon. Lord John 
Russell on the subject of the corn laws. They stated their deliberate 
conviction that no less measure of relief than that of total repeal would 
ever satisfy the country or restore its prosperity; they exposed the fal- 
lacy of a fixed duty, and urged its relinquishment on his lordship. 
Lord John Russell paid the utmost attention to their statements, and 
asked several questions, but gave no definite explanation of his pre- 
sent views. 


The following is a comparative statement of the present duty on 
wheat, with the ministerial plan :— 


Wheat. Old Duty. | New Duty. 
8. K. 8. d. 8. 
50 to 31 FUL af 36 8 ip 20 
51 — 52 seh ii 35 8 19 
52 — 53 1 34 8 
53 — 64 1 ee 33 8 é ba 18 
54 — 66 ey Hie 32 8 
65 — 56 oe ae 31 8 - 17 
66 — 57 e ee 30 8 4 16 
57 — 38 29 8 5 15 
68 — 69 28 8 1 14 
59 — 60 27 8 13 
60 — 61 26 8 * 12 
61 — 62 25 8 2 11 
62 — 63 24 8 * 10 
63 — 64 23 8 * 9 
64 — 65 22 8 * 8 
66 — 66 21 8 3 7 
66 — 67 20 8 
67 — 68 18 8 5 55 6 
68 — 69 16 8 
69 — 70 13 8 up 5 
8 10 8 4 
71 — 72 — — 6 8 3 
72 — 73 4 2 8 2 
73 and above Te el 1 0 1 


—— 


THE ANTI-CORN-LAW CONFERENCE. 


The conference held their second meeting on Wednesday morning, 
in the great room at the Crown and Anchor, Strand, at 11 o'clock. 
The delegates began to assemble at half-past ten, and by the time the 
proceedings commenced, the room was nearly filled. UNCAN Mac- 
LAREN, Esq., took the chair at half-past eleven o’clock, and in opening 
the proceedings, he read a communication from Sir Robert Peel, in 
reply to a letter addressed to him by Mr Brookes, soliciting an inter- 
view on the question of the corn laws, in which the right hon. ba- 
ronet expressed his regret that in consequence of previous engage- 
ments, he could not receive the deputation. The reading of this letter 
elicited a strong feeling of surprise, not unmixed with disgust. The 
first resolution was moved by LAWREN CR Heywortn, Esq., of Liver- 
pool and seconded by the Rev. Mr Carrnes, of Paisley. It was as 
follows: 


“ That this meeting is of opinion that a resolution ought to be submitted to the 
House of Commons, to the effect that the corn and provision laws should be totally 
and immediately abolished; and that the meeting rejoices that Mr Villiers has given 
notice of his intention to take the sense of the House upon the subject, and they re- 
quest him to persevere in the course he has taken, and to divide tle House, upon all 
occasions, on the question of the total and immediate abolition of these laws.“ 

The following gentlemen were then appointed to wait upon Mr 
Villiers on the subject :—The Chairman, the mover and seconder of 
the resolution, the Rev. Mr Burder, of Stroud; and the Rev. Mr 
Bailey, of Sheffield. The resolution was supported by Mr Taunton, of 
Coventry, and the Rev. Mr Burpgr, and adopted unanimously. 
Mr Dimmett, of Wolverhampton, proposed the next resolution, 
which was originally intended to have been moved by Mr Greg, the 
late member for Wanchester, who was unavoidably absent. The re- 
solution was— 

„That the deputies present, connected with the staple manufactures of the country, 
whilst they demand the removal of all restrictions upon the importation of corn and 
provisions, declare their willingness to aid in the abolition of all duties imposed for 
their own protection.”’ 

Mr Axroyp, of Halifax, seconded the resolution, which was also 
* yony by Mr Bovu.tsee and the Rev. Mr Lows, and agreed to. 
After a short discussion it was agreed, upon the proposition of Mr 
WIIkINSsOx, the late mayor of Exeter, that the deputies should pro- 
ceed in a body to the house of Commons at half-past three o’clock, for 
the purpose of showing to the members of that House, that the depu- 
ties were respectable, and were not to be deterred from the purpose 
for which they had come to the metropolis—namely, that of giving to 
the famishing poor the necessaries of life. ‘This proposition was ener- 
getically supported in an able and eloquent — 1 the Rev. Mr 
Massrz, of Manchester. It was hailed with shouts of approbation by 
the meeting, and arrangements were instantly made for carrying it 
into effect. 

The conference adjourned at three, and at half-past three the dele- 
gates again assembled at the Crown and Anchor. e order of march 
was quickly arranged, and the delegates proceeded along the Strand, 
walking two by two. Many of the gentlemen held cards, inscribed 
with the object of the assemblage, conspicuously up for the information 
of those of the passengers who seemed somewhat astonished at the 
long array of gentlemen defiling past. The procession consisted of up- 
wards of 600, and extended from the Crown and Anchor to past Somerset 
house. Upon the arrival of the delegates at St Stephen’s, they stopped 
on either side of the door opening into the lobby of the house, ind, ap- 
plication was made by the chairman fo: the admission within the lobby 
of at least a few of the members of th. conference. The application 
was, however, most flatly refused. The most urgent intreaty was used, 
but without the slightest effect, and the delegates were most rudely 
hustled by the police as they stood upon the pavement opposite the 
house. While they remained here all the members who passed into 
the house were saluted with cries of““ A total repeal,’’ “Cheap food,“ 
&c. The Morning Chronicle says, It was a striking sight to observe 
representatives of the productive classes from every part of the king- 
dom—from town and erg: UY sg the pursuers of every sort of in- 
dustry, waiting together at the door of the people’s house to assure its 
members of the distress which existed, and to implore them to use 
their power to mitigate it.“ Finding that it was impossible to obtain 
admission within tne doors of the house, and that their applications to 
that effect were treated with as little ceremony as was their request 
for an interview with the Premier the day before, the delegates drew 
off from the doors of the house, and assembled in Palace yard. Mr 
Prentice, of Manchester, then mounted to an elevated situation, and 
said, The doors of the lobby are closed against us by order of those 
in powcr. It is impossible for us to get in to address the members as 
they pass. ‘The corn laws were passed under the protection of the 
bayonet, and the tories now ensconce themselves behind the truncheons 
of the police [loud cheers]. But the time is fast coming when the 
voice of the people will be heard, and their oppressors will quail before 
it. Let us give three hearty cheers for the cause of free trade!“ The 
cheers were then given with right good will, and the delegates pro- 
ceeded up Parliament street. Just at Privy gardens they met Sir R. 
Peel proceeding in his carriage to the house. The hon. baronet looked 
very grave, and immediately afterwards very blank, when he heard 
the shouts of No corn law,“ „Down with monopoly,” „Give us 
bread and labour,“ with which he was loudly assailed. He at first 
seemed to think that the people were going to cheer him, but leaned 
back in his carriage when he found his mistake. About 100 of the 
delegates afterwards obtained admittance, and remained to hear Sir R. 
Peel’s speech, and then adjourned to Brown’s coffee house, Palace 
re where, after serious deliberation, they passed the following re- 
solution :— ä 


At an adjourned meeting of the Anti- corn-law deputies, held at Brown’s hotel 
Palace yard, at half-past seven this evening—resolved unanimously :— 

That, in the opinion of this meeting, the measure just announced by her Majesty’s 
government, on the subject of the corn laws, so far from holding out the slightest 
rors of any relief of the distress of the country, is an ingult to a patient and suf. 

ering people ; and the deputies view such a proposal as an indication that the landed 
aristocracy of this country are destitute of all sympathy for the poor, and are resolved 
if permitted by an outraged people, to persist in a course of selfish policy, which will 
involve the destruction of every interest in the country. , 

“ DuNcAN M‘LAREN, Chairman.“ 


A second meeting, more numerously attended, was held at the same 
place, about nine o’clock in the evening, when the deputies present 
took into consideration the course which should be pursued in the 

resent position of the question, and unanimously adopted the follow- 
ing resolutions as expressive of their opinions, and agreed to recom- 


_ 
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mend them to the sanction of the general conference :— 


“That the deputies now present, having further deliberately considered the propo- 
sition of her Majesty's government on the subject of the corn laws, this evening an- 
nounced in the house of Commons, deem it their duty, on their own behalf, and in the 
name of their constituents, to record their emphatic condemnation of it, and their 
solemn protest against it, as a total denial of the just demand of the people of this 
country, and as evincing a determination to perpetuate an oppressive and unrighteous 
system, ether with all the essential evils which have hitherto resulted from the 
operation of the existing corn laws. 

„That the anti-corn-law associations throughout the United Kingdom, and all other 
friends to an immediate and total abolition of all duties and restrictions upon the ne- 
cessary food of the people, are earnestly requested to take measures for expressing, 
without delay, in every constitutional manner, their hostility to the proposed measure 
of her Majesty’s government, and their fixed and unalterable determination not to 
relax in their exertions until a measure of complete justice is obtained; and to con- 
sent to no compromise of the sacred principle upon which the agitation for the aboli- 
tion of the corn laws is based. 

That to the end that every available support may be given to Mr Villiers in his 
intended resolution for the total and immediate repeal of the corn and provision laws, 
the deputies recommend that all petitions be forwarded immediately for presentation, 
and that any protests or resolutions calculated to sustain the deputation in the ap- 
proaching contest may be forwarded to the office of the Metropolitan Anti-corn-law 
association, 448, Strand, London. 

That it is desirable that these resolutions be immediately published in the provin- 
cial papers, and that the committees of anti-corn-law associations be requested to take 
measures to effect that object.“ 

On Thursday morning the third meeting of the delegates took place 
at the Crown and Anchor tavern. ‘The attendance was more nume- 
rous than on either of the previous occasions, and the highest degree of 
excitement and enthusiasm prevailed. Previously, the debates of the 
conference had been rather of an anticipatory nature; the delegates 
were unwilling to pronounce judgment upon the ministry until its 

romised plan was fairly before the public, and the several speakers 

ad accordingly looked forward to the events of Wednesday evening 
as to the circumstances which were to decide the plan of their future 
operations. Accordingly the whole tone of Thursday’s deliberations 
was different from that which characterised the previous proceedings. 
The folly of hoping any good from the Peel ministry had become but 
too apparent even to the most sanguine ; and speaker after speaker, in 
reiterated bursts of indignation and astonishment, characterised the 
ministerial plan as an insult to the suffering, but patient, people of 
Britain. Mr M’Laren, on taking the chair at eleven o’clock, said 
that he had occupied the chair two days, and he * os it ought now 
to be occupied by some person connected with London. The com- 
mittee had considered the subject, and had recommended that P. A. 
Taylor, Esq., of London, should be requested to occupy the chair 
|cheers]. He, therefore, proposed that Mr Taylor should take the 
chair. Mr Kersuaw, of Manchester, seconded the nomination, which 
was carried. Mr Taytor then took the chair, and said he could not 
help announcing to the meeting, that he had got intelligence that the 
Manchester bazaar had already realised £10,000 [loud cheers]. This 
was an answer to Sir Robert Peel’s speech last night. He introduced 
Colonel TuHompson who rose amid loud cheers, and addressed the 
meeting at considerable - and confuted many of the arguments 
of the right hon. baronet. e proposed a resolution confirming and 
adopting those agreed upon the previous evening at Brown’s hotel, in 
Palace yard, in favour of a total repeal and no compromise. Hamer 
STANSFELD, Esq., delegate from Leeds, seconded the resolution. Mr 
O' CoxxRLL attended, and addressed the meeting. He was fol- 
lowed by Mr R. H. Gree, of Manchester, Mr Rawson, and Mr 
Grorce Tompson, after which the resolution was passed by accla- 
mation. The Rev. J. W. Massie, of Manchester, then moved 

“That, whereas her Majesty’s present advisers have wholly dissatisfied the country 
by refusing to bring in a measure for the immediate and total abolition of the corn and 
provision laws, a memorial fiom this conference be presented to the Queen, expressing 
an utter want of confidence in her present advisers, or in any ministers who will not 

ropose to parliament the total and immediate abolition of these laws, and 

eir alarm at the consequences likely to arise from the distress of the suffering 


le.“ 
JI Sypney Smiru then came forward and addressed a few observa- 
tions to the meeting. He stated that 994 petitions had been presented 
to the House of Commons in favour of the repeal of the corn laws, 
since it had assembled this session, whereas the Prime Minister’s slid- 
ing scale was supported only by three petitions. The conference then 
separated at a quarter to four o’clock. 


The delegates again met at six o’clock, Mr Taylor in the chair. 
The CHAIRMAN congratulated the delegates on the exceedingly satis- 
factory meeting of the morning, and said he had no doubt, by conti- 
nuing such a spirit of unanimity, enthusiasm, and determination, they 
could not fail eventually to carry their object. It was impossible in 
the morning to give many deputies, who were desirous of addressing 
the conference, an opportunity of laying before the conference an ac- 
count of the statistics of the various localities. They had, therefore, 
met this evening, not to pass any resolution, but to give those deputies, 
who were desirous of so doing, an opportunity of laying an account of 
the statistics of the respective districts before the conference. The 
conference was addressed by Dr Penny, of Reading; Dr Baillie, of 
Sheffield; Mr Ashdown, delegate of the Sussex Anti-corn-law asso- 
ciation ; Mr Sterling, the Rev. Francis Bishop, of Warrington; and 
the Rev. Mr Strachan, of Forfar; who severally entered into details of 
the injurious working of the corn laws in their respective districts. 
The CHAmuax then intimated that a circular had been issued by the 
executive committee, inviting all the members of parliament, and all 
the clergy, to attend a meeting of this conference on Saturday, at 
eleven o’clock, at the Crown and Anchor tavern, when every facility 
would be afforded for inquiry and counsel. Mr George Thompson, 
Mr Buckmaster, of Buckinghamshire, Mr Thomson, of Northwich, 
Mr Griffith Evans, chairman of the Carnarvon conference, Mr T. Eger, 
of Grimstead, and other gentlemen, addressed the meeting, which 
separated at ten o’clock. 

On Friday morning the delegates again assembled. Shortly after 
eleven o’clock the chair was taken by P. A. Taylor, Esq. Mr 
Villiers, M.P., then came forward to explain the nature of the motions 
given notice of in the house of Commons by Lord John Russell and 
himself. Mr Lowr announced that since Sir Robert Peel's intimation 
with regard to the corn laws, such had been the feeling in the parish of 
Whitechapel, that the people were flocking by hundreds every hour 
to 5 the petition; 30, 000 signatures had already been obtained since 
Sir R. Peel's intimation had been made known. The Rev. T. Spen- 
— — Hinton, next presented himself to move the following reso- 
ution :— 

“ That this meeting, duly appreciating the efforts of ministers of all denominations 


to impress the ple with the religious bearings of the anti-bread tax mor 
woul respectfully suggest that their success would be considerably increased by 
simultaneous meetings of their people all over the country, and that the standin 
committees of the various ministerial conferences be requested to take the same into 
their immediate consideration.” 


The Rev. Mr Strachan of Forfar seconded the resolution, and the 
Rev. H. Renton, and Mr Conpkx, supported it. It was then carried. 
Mr J OSEPH Sturce then came forward and was received with cor- 
dial cheering. He concluded an urgent appeal to the delegates to 
exert themselves with energy for total repeal, by moving the following 
resolution :— : 

That the delegates assembled having denounced the corn and provision laws of 
this country as a national sin, inflicting incalculable suffering upon the industrious 
classes, and enormous evils on the community at large, pledge themselves, and ear- 
nestly recommend the constituency of the United Kingdom, not again to support any 
member of the house of Commons who does not vote for the total and immediate re- 
peal of this obnoxious law.“ 

Mr Duncan M’ Laren, Mr Prentice, of Manchester, and Mr PRxnox- 
NET Tompson spoke in support of the above resolution, which was 
then put from the chair and carried amidst most vociferous cheering. 
The Rev. J. W. Massiz then moved the following memorial to the 
Queen, which was seconded by the Rev. J. H. Hix rox, and supported 
by Mr Barrett Wappen, of Hammersmith, and Mr M'Lrop, of 
Lambeth, and unanimously adopted :— 

„ Humbly sheweth—That your memorialists have been deputed by Christian con- 
gregations and associations of their countrymen who are suffering under the operation 
of the corn and provision laws, and therefore seek their abolition. Many of them 
have already attended conferences and conventions in other parts of the country— 
in Scotland, England, and Wales. Their constituents are loyal, affectionate, an 
suffering subjects of your Majesty, and are confident of the benevolent sym thy o 
their Queen, and her desire to see every evil from which they suffer redressed.. ey 
devoutly rejoice in the blessings which a gracious Providence has bestowed upon your 
Majesty as a queen and a mother, and fervently pray that the divine favour may rest 
upon your royal household and family. 

Tour Majesty has already proclaimed your sympathy with the suffering millions 6f 
your people, whose 7 — patience, in the midst of aggravated rer has been 
acknowledged by your Majesty's ministers. It is therefore with loyal and respectful 
confidence your memorialists approach the throne of their Sovereign, which they ear- 
nestly supplicate God to preserve inviolate and honoured, 

„They would now assure your Majesty that they are wholly and grievously dissatis- 
fied with the measure proposed by your Majesty's present advisers to the country, for 
a modification of the laws which obstruct the importation of food for the people, which 
are so fearfully calculated to impose restrictions on trade, and set limits to the indus- 
try and mechanical enterprise of your —— people. 

Such a measure is viewed by your memorialists as injurious to the interests of the 
country, the peace of the nation, and the honour of the government; and your memo- 
rialists would express their alarm at the consequences likely to arise from the suffer- 
ings now endured by the people, and to avow their utter want of confidence in your 
Majesty's present ministers, or in any ministers who will not propose to parliament a 
measure for the total and immediate abolition of the corn and provision laws. 

And your memorialists shall ever pray.“ 

The conference then adjourned at four o’clock until six, at which 
hour the sittings were resumed. A great number of delegates addressed 
the meeting, and very important statistical information was commu- 
nicated. The Rev. J. W. Massie announced that the executive com- 
mittee had come to the conclusion to request Lords Radnor, Ducie, and 
Kinnaird, to present the memorial adopted in the morning to her Ma- 


jesty. The conference separated at a late hour. 


On Saturday morning the deputies again assembled at eleven o’clock. 
Numerous letters which had been received from all parts of the king- 
dom were read, denouncing the government plan, and expressing the 
determination of the various societies to have nothing short of total 
repeal. Amongst them was one from Manchester, which was read by 
Mr G. Tuompson. It stated that at a meeting of ladies, held at that 
place on Friday, the following proposition was agreed to, viz. :—We 
the undersigned, ladies of the bazaar committee, resolve, that we will 
form ourselves into a provisional committee, to carry out a plan of pas- 
sive resistance, and for forwarding such other measures as the confer- 
ence at present sitting in London may deem best, for the obtaining of 
the total and immediate repeal of the corn laws. That by passive re- 
sistance we understand, that we will allow our furniture to be seized 
for the payment of assessed taxes’’ [vehement cheering and waving of 
hats, the entire audience rising and giving three cheers for the ladies 
of Manchester, and one cheer more] —“ without offering any resistance 
to the collecting officers, at the same time urging the people not to pur- 
chase the articles so seized. And further, we mean abstinence from 
the several taxed luxuries used in our homes. We adopt the above 
pledge for three months, and further pledge ourselves during that time 
to use our utmost et aa — — peace — — the 

le’ ſvehement cheers]. The ing of the correspondenee took up 
— — after which, Joszrn Hume, Esq., addressed the meeting 


at some length, urging upon them to agitate for total repeal. 


Let them bring the subject forward in every town and village —let every man come 
forward "and desist in the object, and let them not satisfy themselves with a simple 
meeting, but let every man get up and record his aye or no with respect to the prinei- 


le of this taxation. If they would go on that principle, they might with perfect con- 
Rdence look to the result. as a population of 1,000 men, let them see how many th 
were amongst them who refused to denounce the oppression of their fellow-men. 
they did this he had no hesitation in saying that Sir Robert Peel and his party woul 
not be long before they changed their course, or yielded to others to take their situa- 
tion. Let them demand the repeal of these laws—no holding back—no fixed duty— 
but a total andimmediate repeal. He hoped that the result of the insult which had 
been offered to the public would induce those who had hitherto proposed a fixed duty 
to come forward and demand a total repeal. Not only a repeal of the corn laws, but ; 
total repeal of all restrictions on the importation of everything which tended to ad 
to the expenses of living, and place the labourer of England on the same footing, with 
respect to food, as the inhabitants of other countries; by whichthe country would be 


continued in its present high situation. | 
Mr Henry Asuworth, of Bolton, gave a statement of the destitute 
condition of the manufacturing operatives in different of the 
kingdom, and proved the cause to be the operation of the corn laws. 
Mr Joseru Sturce then made a remark in reference to; what had 
fallen from Mr Hume. His friend gave them a caution not to act ille- 
gally by refusing to pay assessed taxes. Now he belonged to a society 
which he believed was not remarkable for breaking the law [Mr 
O'Connell proposed three cheers for The Friends,“ which were 
given with great enthusiasm]. He was perfectly satisfied that the ladics 
of Manchester had hit upon the right method of bringing the most 
aristocratic ministry in the world to terms, and compelling them to 
surrender at discretion ; and he trusted that their 1 would be 
followed. He had had what he might call the pleasure of having his 
sofa taken not long ago out of his room; and he had lately refused to 
pay the armed police tax in Birmingham, and had had other goods 
taken. Mr O' CoxxELL and Mr Tuompson then addressed the assembly 
in very eloquent speeches, and Mr E. E. Rawinxs of Liverpool moved 
the following resolution, which was seconded by Mr Issorson, and 


carried unanimously. | 
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„That the delegates attending this conference, at the present crisis of the anti-corn- 
law movement, would strongly recommend to the various associations throughout the 
country the necessity of meeting throughout the ensuing week, to especially confirm 
the resolutions adopted at this conference, pledging the delegates not to vote for any 
members of parliament who will not vote for the total and immediate removal of all 
restrictions on the importation of food, and protesting against all the laws which 
tamper with the subsistence of the people; and also to memorialise her Majesty, ex- 
pressing an utter want of confidence in her present advisers, or in any ministers who 
will — propose to parliament the entire and immediate repeal of the corn and provi- 
sion laws.“ 


A committee was then chosen to continue sitting so long as it ap- 
eared needful, and after addresses from Mr SHarMan Crawrorp, Dr 
OWRING, Rey. Dr Wapr, Mr Rawson of Manchester, and Mr Bar- 

RETT WADDEN, a vote of thanks was passed to the chairman, and the 
conference closed its sittings. The Morning Chronicle, in reference to 
this day’s proceedings, says :—*‘ This final assemblage was most nu- 
merously attended, and its result was highly gratifying, not only on 
account of the able and eloquent speeches which were delivered, but 
also by reason of the numerous communications made from the cor- 
respondents of the committee of the conference in distant places, show- 
ing the disgust with which the recently proposed measure upon the 
subject of the corn law has been received, and the, if possible, increased 
unanimity of the people throughout the country in their exertions to 
rocure the final and complete repeal of the existing imposts upon 
ood. The exertions of the delegates during their sittings in the me- 
tropolis cannot fail to have produced an important influence on the 
public mind, as well as a high sense of gratification to those who com- 
missioned them to undertake the duties which they have performed. 
The great ability, intelligence, zeal, and determination which they 
have one and all displayed in the execution of their task, the vast and 
overwhelming collection of details and statistical facts which they 
have brought to bear upon the subject which they have discussed, 
cannot fail to have persuaded not pm the public, but those also who 
would fain profess a belief to the contrary, that they have come to 
their work backed up and supported not only by the wishes and fecl- 
ings of their constituents, but by truth ; while the manner in which 
their exertions have been employed upon the good work which they 
have advocated shows that they have not failed in their fulfilment of 
the trust confided to them.“ 


COMPLETE SUFFRAGE MEETING. 


A meeting of anti-corn-law delegates and others favourable to the exten- 
sion of the suffrage, was held at the Crown and Anchor on Friday evening. 
The meeting was called by a circular from Mr Joseph Sturge. 

The room was well filled. Among those present we observed Joseph 
Sturge, Esq.; Sharman Crawford, M.P.; Dr Madden, Dublin; George 
Thompson; John Bright, Rochdale; A. Prentice, Manchester; Wm Ibbot- 
son, Sheffield; Rev. Mr Bailey, Sheffield; Rev. Mr Renton, Kelso; Rev. 
Mr Owen, Staffordshire; Rev. Thomas Spencer, Bath; Rev. Mr Cairns, 

Paisley; Rev. Mr Lowe, Forfar; Mr Hickin, Manchester; John Childs, 
Bungay; Joseph Corbett, Birmingham; Hamer Stansfeld, Leeds; Edward 
Baxter, Dundee; Josiah Conder, London; Nathaniel Griffin, Esq.; Wm 
Boultbee, Birmingham ; Mr Curtis, Ohio; Stafford Allen, Esq.; Dr Perry, 
Boston; Lawrence Heyworth, Esq., Liverpool; John Dunlop, Esq., Edin- 
burgh; Edward Lankester, M.D.; C. E. Rawlins, Esq., Liverpool; Mr 
Henry Hetherington; Mr Edward Watkins, Manchester; Mr Wm Lovett. 

Mr G. TnomPson stated that the meeting was extra-official, and in no way 
connected with the business of the conference. It was convened for the 
frank and free comparison of opinion as to the great question of suffrage 
which now agitated so large a portion of the n of this country. 11 
partook of the nature of a general conversation on the merits of the ques- 
tion, every gentleman expressing his opinions in a private and individual 
capacity. 

JosEPH SturGE, Esq., was unanimously called to the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that he had invited his friends present to a con- 
versation in the best spirit on the merits of a declaration on the subject of 
the suffrage, which he had already put forth. He hoped his honourable 
friend, Mr Crawford, who, but for illness, would have put forth the declara- 
tion in conjunction with himself, would in the course of the meeting be pre- 
sent. (Mr Crawford soon after entered the room and ascended the platform 
amidst loud 1 Mr S. then entered into an explanation of what he 
meant by the declaration he had put forth. He should imagine no man 
would sign it who was not prepared to give to every adult male in the king- 
dom the franchise. That was the principle. The few restrictions to which 
it was subject might be easily settled whenever the principle shall have 

been cordially recognised. It had been proposed by the Birmingham“ Com- 
plete Suffrage association,” to recommend for general signature, a memorial 
to the Queen, of which the declaration he had put forth was the outline, 
the object of which was to beseech her Majesty not to take to her councils, 
nor to retain in them, any persons who were not prepared to grant complete 
suffrage to the . : 

The Rev. T. Spencer addressed the meeting at some length, in advocacy 
of an extension of the suffrage. He thought that the higher and middle 
classes did not repose sufficient confidence in the working classes. For him- 
self, he could say no one could have been better received than he at a meet- 
ing of the working classes at Bath; and yet he had done much to provoke 
them; but they knew he had done it honestly, and therefore they forgave 
him. The working classes would think and let think. He had great confi- 
dence in the 8 men, and the chief mischief in the country was the 
want of it. In the higher classes there was an unnecessary suspicion of 
them, and that was because people were apt to judge others by themselves. 
Those who had sinecures and pensions, and brought up their families to the 
army and navy, and by the law of primogeniture fattened on the spoils of 
others, think that other classes, if they had the same power as themselves, 
would use it in the same manner. But before they put the working men in 
the possession of power, they would be sure that they should not have the 
same power of abusing it. They would not have the law of primogeniture, 
and he was sure that Mr Sturge would agree to this, that they wonld have 
less war, and less army and navy. These evils had been ascribed to over- 
production; he was disposed to think that there had been an over-produc- 
tion of one commodity—there had been an over-production of laws [loud 
cheers]! He should like tosee a parliament that for two or three sessions 
would do nothing but destroy laws, instead of making them. ‘They had 
laws which meddled with everything—with their money, their religion [hear, 
hear, and cheers], and with their trade; and with everything they could 
mention. If the working men were admitted to power, he hoped they would 
guard against meddling with too many things; the grand thing was to pro- 
tect person and property, and leave everything else alone. There were no 
more important words than Let alone’’—the /Jaissez faire of the French. 
Above all, let them leave trade alone. The grand question was, whether, if 
the working men obtained a general suffrage, would they judge wisely of 
their candidates? When at Southampton, with his friend Mr George 
Thompson, he saw that drunken ruffians were hired to disturb their meet- 
ings as long as they stayed, by the county members! Would the working 
men have dared to do this? The parliament he considered so ill chosen, that 


he did not think the working men could choose a worse. When the best and 
holiest who ever wore the garb of human nature, Jesus Christ, the son of a 
carpenter, wh» even worked as a carpenter, was scen to possess everything 
that is aCmirable and deserved respect, yet the rich despised him; the 
Scribes and the Pharisees hated him; Herod and Pontius Pilate set him at 
nought; but the common people heard him gladly. Had the suffrage then 
been with the rich, would they have chosen him as their leader? Would 
they have chosen the very best of the earth? No; but the common people 
heard him gladly, and would gladly have done it. It appeared to be the will 
of God that the common people should be always ready to hear gladly the 
grand truths of religion and politics. But how were they to obtain the suf- 
frage? Why, they had the power of passive resistance and of self-denial. 
He should be willing to deny himself every excisable article ; indeed, he had 
done so for other reasons, and so might all; and would the government do 
without the money ? If necessary, he should be prepared to refuse the pay- 
ment of the assessed taxes. He approved of the memorial to the Queen, 
and said he could state some circumstances which led him to believe that 
their Queen was with the working classes [cheers]. 


Mr Connirr, a working man from Birmingham, urged that the class to 
which he belonged were, in point of fact, intrusted at the present time with 
the whole property of their employers without fear, and there existed no rea- 
son for denying them the franchise, for if they were disposed to injure pro- 
perty they could do so as well without the franchise as with it. 


The Rev. Mr Youna, of Andover, urged the necessity of union between 
the working and the middle classes. The union was a natural one. The 
working men stood in need of the capitalist, and it was the energy of the 
working men that made capital valuable. How was it then they had become 
separated? Each party had committed faults, and in order to become re- 
united, they should look each other boldly in the face, and see what were the 
faults they had committed. As a middle class man, he would at once admit 
that too many of the middle classes had looked too much to their own in- 
terest. But while he admitted this, he must say, that the working classes 
had also committed faults [cries of Hear, hear’’]. He went fully with 
them into the suffrage question, but he thought they were in fault in seeking 
to postpone the corn-law question to the suffrage question. If ever there 
was a practical question which came home to the working man, it was that 
of corn-law repeal. Let them go on with the practical question, and having 
gained that, let them go on to the theoretical question. He urged upon 
the meeting the necessity of union between the middle classes and the work- 
ing classes to carry the corn-law question, which by union they might do in 
a few months, for the ministers would give way before them, and he pledged 
himself to the men of the working classes that they would take the suffrage 
question into their most anxious consideration; and agitate with them for 
it, until it would be gained. He was convinced that without nnion they 
could gain neither ; with union they could gain both. 

Mr A. PrenTice would not have addressed the meeting, had it not been 
for the conclusion of the address of the last speaker. The demand for the 
suffrage ought not to be contingent on the failure of any other demand. 
The agitation for the suffrage was not now to be begun; it had begun long 
since, and he protested against postponing it for corn-law agitation, as he 
did against postponing corn-law agitation to suffrage agitation. His desire 
was not to see one agitation displacing the other, but to see the two going 
on collaterally. 

A gentleman in the body of the meeting requested to know what was the 
resolution they were discussing ? 

Mr StunGe explained that the meeting was one rather for mutual expla- 
nation in a conversational manner than for coming to any resolution—there 
was no resolution before the meeting. The question before the meeting 
was, the propriety of presenting a memorial to the Queen, praying her Ma- 
jesty not to take to her councils, nor to retain in them, any persons who 
were not prepared to grant complete suffrage to the people. 

Mr PALLISER had begun life as a working man, and now he was one of 
the middle classes, possessing a voice in returning eight members to parlia- 
ment, in different places, a right which no man ought to possess. He 
thought working men had shown their wisdom in standing still as they had 
done in regard to the corn-law agitation. He had formerly been of a differ- 
ent opinion, but he now saw that they were right, and the event had shown 
it. Once bit, twice shy; and as they had been deceived on the occasion of 
the Reform bill, they were not again to be caught [cheers]. What could 
they expect from a house of Commons constituted like the present? What 
they wanted was a house of Commons * q — the majority of the 
people, and not the few (hear, hear, and loud cheers] — not one which legis- 
lated to take money out of the pockets of the people to put it into their own. 
Since 1815 the landowners who composed the parliament had trebled their 
rents. What was the remedy for this class legislation? Why, an extension 
of suffrage [cheers], with vote by ballot [loud cheers], and equal electoral dis- 
tricts [cheers]. That was what himself and friends in the parish of St Luke 
had petitioned for, in addition to a total repeal of the corn laws [cheers]. 
The chartists in his district had joined with them, and he had always found 
them men of good sound common sense. He called upon the middle and 
working classes to follow their example, and to unite to obtain the complete 
suffrage, and to put an end to class legislation [cheers]. He had read with 
indignation and disgust Peel’s statements as to the amount of meat and 
bread consumed by the working classes in foreign countries. Now, what 
was the mighty discovery Peel had made? Why, that John Bull loved 
roast beef better than the foreigner did, and that when he could pay for it, 
he would have it. But since Peel had compared the mode of living of the 
English working men with that of the foreigner, he (Mr Palliser) should 
like to make a comparison between the aristocracy of England and that of 
foreign countries [cheers]; and they would findthat the luxury, voluptuous- 
ness, and profligacy, in which the English aristocracy indulged, at the expense 
of the poor men, was what any other nation would blush at [hear, hear, and 
cheers]. And this could not be remedied until class legislation should be 
done away with. He would remind Sir Robert Peel of what happened to 
Rehoboam, when he despised the outcries of the people. The cry then 
raised was “Every man to his tent“ [cheers]. They all knew what was 
the result. Let the aristocracy beware in time [cheers]. John Bull would 
not submit much longer to be oppressed and plundered as he had been. 
They did not want to oppress and plunder others, but they wanted to prevent 
others from oppressing and plundering them [cheers]. 

Mr MIALL, who was announced as the editor of the Nonconformist, then 
stepped forward, and was received with loud cheering. He said he should 
not have presented himself to the notice of the meeting, but for the remarks 
at the conclusion of Mr Young’s speech. He could hardly express the gra- 
tification—the unexpected gratification which he felt at the manner in 
which he had been received, and he only rejoiced to find that the principles 
which he had advocated had taken such a hold upon the minds of the middle 
classes [loud cheers]. He felt convinced that those principles which were 
now set afloat would not only spread, but spread rapidly [cheers]. As he 
helieved he was responsible for having viewed the suffrage question, not in- 
deed versus the anti-corn-law question, but in respect of it, he was anxious 
to defend the position he had taken up. He had laboured zealously for the 
abolition of the corn laws. He had felt a deep interest in the subject. He 
believed that upon free trade would depend the prosperity of the country, 
and that unless obtained, our interests, manufacturing and commercial, 
would be ruined within ten years. But when he saw the House of Com- 
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mons elected by the middle classes, through intimidation and bribery he 
would allow, but elected by the middle classes [cheers] that it was one which 
would establish every priaciple of monopoly to its fullest extent; and when 
he found Sir Robert Peel, in spite of the distress of the people, dismissing 
the parliament for four months, he was convinced that the time was come 
to attack the legislating power, and that an —— for corn law repeal 
was not the surest way of reaching the end. That the only way of remedy- 
ing this state of things was by giving a prominent place to the suffrage 
movement [hear]. At the same time he would not desist from agitating the 
corn law question. The Anti-corn-law League, by their agitation, did good to 
the suffrage movement. They opened the eyes of the people, and he be- 
lieved verily that that agitation had done more to forward the suffrage move- 
ment among the middle classes than anything else. But that agitation had 
now been going on for three years; they had had their meetings, their confer- 
ences, their bazaars, and what effect had they produced upon the aristo- 
cracy? Why, just let them look at the recent measure which had been 
flung in their faces. They could not obtain repeal by simple repeal agita- 
tion. Before they did that they must have a broader base to rest upon. 
They required some stronger lever to move the aristocracy than any they had 
yet worked, and they could only find that lever in an extension of the suf- 
frage. He would be no party to any such delusion as that of asking the 
working classes to postpone the agitation for the suffrage to the anti-corn- 
law agitation, on an understanding that the middle classes would assist 
them afterwards in obtaining the suffrage. The gentleman who had recom- 
mended that course to them might be sincere for himself but if the middle 
classes did obtain the abolition of the corn laws, they would not, he was 
persuaded, countenance any suffrage movement. They objected to it now 
as a means to an end—but if the end were once obtained, eould any man 
pretend that they would like the means better [cheers]? Upon another 
subject he was desirous of saying a few words. He wished to explain why 
he deemed it wiser to agitate for the suffrage alone. He was for the exten- 
sion of the suffrage because every man was entitled to it. Every man had a 
right to it [cheers]. He demanded it for every man as a right 222 
Now if that right were fully, fairly, and honestly recognised, he could see no 
pretence—he could see neither the wisdom nor the necessity for postponing 
the acceptance of that right, until a number of other things which were 
deemed expedient were also granted. He agreed in opinion with all the 
points mentioned in the charter. But there was one only which could be 
properly recognised as a right—the others were matters of opinion. He re- 
garded it as the wisest plan, amongst many things which all admitted to be 
desirable, to select for agitation just that one which carried within it the 
germ of all the rest, and which being based on a principle of equity, might 
be urged upon the consciences of the middle classes. This was the case 
with complete suffrage. It was a simple question of“ Do unto others as 
— would they should do unto you.“ Upon this, he could appeal to the re- 
igious sense of men, and wield the morality and benevolence of the country. 
Therefore, he would urge the working men to concede for a time a few 
matters of expediency, which would be casily settled when once they had 
obtained this matter of right. Let the midule classes go on with the anti- 
corn-law movement, but they would never succeed unless they joined the 
suffrage movement with it. Neither the middle nor the working classes 
were sufficiently powerful alone to carry their point, but by uniting they 
would break the yoke beneath which they now groaned [loud cheers]. 

Rev. Mr YounG explained. He had not wished to set aside the suffrage 
agitation for the corn-law agitation, but as of two things one must be first, 
he had thought it, under present circumstances, more desirable to commence 
with the corn-law question, because it would more immediately tend to re- 
lieve the wants of the fainishing multitude [cheers], and he also thought it 
was more immediately attainable. If he thought they could obtain the suf- 
frage with equal facility, he would prefer having the suffrage to the repeal 
of the corn laws [cheers 

WILLIAM Lovetr, who was very warmly grected, then addressed the 
meeting. He said he had intended to bea listener, and had not any idea 
of declaring his sentiments to the meeting. With regard to the people's 
charter, if it could be shown that it contained any one principle, or any 
matter of detail not necessary to just legislation, he, for one, should be most 
willing to give up that part of it hear, hear]. Of all the objections that had 
been urged against the charter, he had never heard any satisfactory reason 
given against any of the details itincluded. In the first place, nothing was 
said in the charter of universal suffrage [hear, hear], it contained nota 
word about it. We say that every man twenty-one years of age ought to 
have a vote who was untainted with crime [hear, hear]. We then declare 
that there must be a qualification of three months’ residence; having so 
far conceded the right to the suffrage, we say that he ought to be protected 
in exercising that right, and for this purpose we assert the necessity of the 
vote by ballot. We say in the next place that they ought to be at liberty to 
choose whosoever they please, and, therefore, all property qualification is 
abolished. ‘They considered that if these points were not conceded, all 
other measures would be a mockery; it would be like giving the right ofthe 
suffrage to sparrows, and allowing them to elect only hawks [hear, hear]. 
Having this power of electing whoever they pleased, they thought they 
should have the power of paying those individuals for their services. They 
said that the present electoral system is unjust, and therefore they declare 
electoral districts to be necessary. All these principles were embodied in, 
and carried out in, the charter for this special reason—they had often been 
taunted with being visionary—with not being practical. That was the 
reason the people’s charter stated how all these points were to be worked 
out. Details were important and necessary. The reform bill, when car- 
ried in the house of Commons, was entirely marred in the details. He 
should like to see a cordial union among the people; he should like to see 
the middle and the working classes combined; they would never sce, or be 
able to bring about, any change worth mentioning but by this means. But 
the working classes must ask, You concede to us the right of the suffrage as 
a principle, why then, thus conceding the principle, should you stand aloof 
from prejudice [hear, hear]? There had doubtless been a great deal of vio- 
lence and folly among the party who preferred the principles of chartism, 
but it was no reason for giving up a good and just cause because bad men 
were among its advocates [hear, hear]. There were bad men to be found 
among Christians, but was that any reason for rejecting the principles of 
Christianity [hear, hear, hear]? How much better would it be for the middle 
class to dispel the bigotry that prevailed among them, and try to bring over 
the working men, and disprove the violence and folly that might be found 
among them [hear, hear]. This point was clear, that they must come 
out for the charter as a whole; let them discuss it; let them show that its 
principles were erroneous; let them discuss it fairly, and he had no hesita- 
tion in saying that if they adopted it honestly they would find that the 
middle and working classes would be in combination in less than twelve 
months. With regard to the corn laws, he was an advocate for free trade; 
and the only reason why he stood apart from the advocates of the repeal of 
those laws, was a conviction that they would never be able to carry it in the 
house of Commons as at present constituted [hear, ge It had also been 
supposed by the working classes that the agitation for the repeal of the 
corn laws had been got up as a counter agitation to the charter [no, no}. 
It was certain that at the time the first meeting was called in London, for the 
charter, in Palace-yard, just at that time an article appeared in the Tie 
Sun, calling on the middle classes to commence the agitation for the repeal 


of the corn laws. The working men were led to believe ; 

counter movement. He did not mean to say thie — — —ů A 
such was the conclusion they were led to adopt. He did rani tag but 
proceedings of the chartists; he was opposed tothe intolerance of th oe 
interfered with and interrupted the proceedings of public meetings call 4 — 
other subjects. But let Mr Sturge and his friends inquire into the h — 
as a whole; he should be prepared to give up points that were proved 28 
non-essential, and by these means there would be a chance of a cordial — 
between the middle and working classes [cheers]. er 


Mr MIAtt said they did not deny the justice of the principles of the char- 
ter, but thought they should do more good for the advancement of those 
principles by adopting the line of — they had marked out, than by 
2 that of the chartists, who would not take one point without the 
others. 


Mr MILLs advocated the extension of the suffrage to the working classes, 
on the grounds that they were fully qualified by their intelligence. Who 
composed the bulk of the army and navy? the working classes; they were, 
therefore, quite intelligent enough to fight; they were quite intelligent 
enough to produce almost every article of necessity or luxury, that made 
life agreeable, and they were quite willing to enjoy the right. They had 
been led sometimes by designing men, who were not what they ought to 
have been, and these had brought discredit on the cause of the worki 
men. They had their faults, but there were faults in all classes, and all 
blame was not confined to the working men. 


Mr SuarMan Crawrorp, M.., having been loudly called for, said he 
should be wanting in respect to the meeting, if he did not accede to the call 
it had made on him, by addressing to them a few observations. He had 
obtained both instruction and pleasure from the proceedings of that even- 
ing, for he rejoiced to think there was a probability of obtaining what was 
so essential to the interests of the whole community—a complete union be- 
tween the employing and working classes of this country. It was essential 
to the prosperity of the country, that there should be unity and kindly feel- 
ing between them; and it was to be regretted that it had ever been inter- 
rupted. He hoped the time was coming when ill feelings would no longer 
exist. He considered that all their evils arose from class legislation [hear, 
hear], and that they never would be obviated till the whale eople were 
fully and fairly represented in the house of Commons cheers}. He con- 
sidered that the corn-law 1 27 and the agitation for an extended suf- 
frage ought to go hand in hand together, and aid one another. Without 
that degree of union they could not expect to carry a repeal of the corn 
laws, nor could they expect any good legislation of any description. From 
the house of Commons, constituted as it now is, they could expect no good 
measure, not till the people had the full power of electing their representa- 
tives [hear]. He therefore thought the working classes were right in 
pressing forward that question (hear, hear], because he was perfectly per- 
suaded that it was only by an organic reform of the house of Commons 
that any good measure could be expected to be obtained [cheers]. He h 
himself given notice of a motion for an extension of the suffrage to the 
working classes. ‘That motion was given for the earliest convenient day 
after the Easter recess. The discussion of the corn laws would, he expect- 
ed, take up most of the time of the House till that recess. His health, 
also, though re-established, would hardly permit him to do justice to the 
question till that time. He wished them to understand that the postpone- 
ment did not arise from any lukewarmness. He perfectly agreed in opinion 
with the sentiment lately put forth in the Nonconformist, that there is no 
reason for a distrust of the working classes, inasmuch as their interest, and 
the interest of the men of property, were identical. He had always thought 
that the people were entitled to the right of the suffrage, and had always 
endeavoured to contend for it [cheers], and every exertion of mind and 
body should be given to obtain it, in the position he now had the honour to 
occupy [cheers]. 


Mr Brooks addressed the meeting on the moral influence of such assem- 
blies as the present, amid loud calls for Mr Thompson. 

Mr Grorce Tiuompson was loudly cheered on rising. IIe said he was 
delighted to be here, it was always refreshing to get upon a discussion em- 
bracing some entire principle. He confessed that times without number, 
and at meetings of another kind, they were obliged to discuss only the 
branches of a great question, and had no opportunities of coming at once to 
the seat of the disease. One great principle was embraced in their discus- 
sion to-night; they not only recognised the right of the Seg body of the 
people to the suffrage, but their fitness to exercise it. The only security 
from a constant invasion of their rights and the abuse of political power was, 
admitting the people within the pale of the constitution, by giving them the 
right of the suffrage [cheers]. Mr T. proceeded to advocate the extension 
of the suffrage, in a very eloquent address, in which he conceded the exten- 
sion of the suffrage as a grand and distinct principle; but enforcing the 
policy of leaving other points of detail to be settied by the first chartist par- 
liament [hear, hear, hear]. Even without the franchise, they could do 
much in the world in which they lived, and leave it better than they found 
it. They might do this, though they had not the ballot-box, and could not 
go openly to the poll. What then would they do not with it? 

After a few observations from the chairman and Mr Lovett in explana- 
tion, the Rev. T. Spencer took the chair, and thanks were voted by accla- 
mation to Mr Sturge for having called the meeting, and for the able manner 
in which he had presided over the discussion. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLICENCE. 


A Cwriovs Fact on Foo AND Manure.—It has been before stated 
that every part of a plant contains nitrogen as well as carbon; but as 
an invariable rule, the seed of all plants contains a much larger quan- 
tity of nitrogen than the leaves and stalka, and a lesser quantity of 
carbon, and inversely, the leaves and stalks contain a much greater 
quantity of carbon, and a lesser quantity of nitrogen. Now when a 
horse is fed on grass, his food consists almost entirely of carbon; and 
the result is that when he has a sufficient supply he gets fat—that is, 
that particles of oily, fatty matter are deposited on the muscles under 
the skin; but, as is well known, a horse im this condition is quite un- 
equal to any work, and the least exertion reduces his bulk. But when 
the same horse, under other circumstances, is fed on corn, his food 
consists principally of nitrogen; and although he may never under 
this keep get as fat as under the other, still the increase he does ac- 
quire will be pure muscle, or, as it is technically called, sound flesh ; 
and on this keep he can perform infinitely more work with less fatigue 
than on food containing no nitregen.—A more complete instance could 
not be adduced to show that animals as well as plants can only assim - 
late that food which is presented them: in the first case, carbonaceous 
matter being the food of the horse, carbon is deposited in the shape of 
fat—in the latter, when more nitrogen enters into the composition of 
his food, the deposit of muscle preponderates. So it is with wheat. 
With a manure that only supplies carbonaceous matter, starch is the 
result. With a manure containing nitrogen, gluten is formed, both 
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cases being completely analogous, and affording unerring proof of one 
simple and uniform law.—Squarey’s Popular Treatise on Agricultural 
Chemistry. 

Rartway-Tratn-Arrester.—A fresh achievement of the infant sci- 
ence. of electro-magnetism was made known to a select few at the 
Polytechnic institution on Thursday evening. To sound the depths 
of the sea, to register the march of time, to communicate thought and 

rint it with lightning speed—these were known to be faits accomplis 
we electro-magnetic power; it now puts forth its arm to arrest the 
apparently resistless momentum of arailway train. Assuming that 
the magical wires through which the mysterious power is transmitted 
are laid down, nothing more is required to do this than a small voltaic 
battery placed on the engine, in connexion with an electro-magnet, 
some clock-work, and a pilot locomotive in advance of the train. It is 
through this pilot'“ that the communications of the wires with the 
battery are made. When in motion, the connexion is broken by the 
application of Watt’s contrivance of the “governor.” Should any 
obstacle stop the pilot, the arms of the governor fall, and the con- 
nexion being then made, the electro-magnet comes into play most 
effectively. Its first act is to point the hand of a dial to the word 
danger.“ Should the engineer not sce this warning, a bell rings to 
rouse him. Should he be asleep or drunk, the next operation of the 
apparatus is to put down the breaks; and, lastly, to turn off the 
steam, and thus stop the train before it reaches the avant-coureur. 
These effects would be produced at a distance from the pilot of two 
miles, though three or four hundred yards is the farthest contemplated 
as practically useful. To explain the modus operandi, so as to be gene- 
rally comprehensible, would require long descriptions and diagrams : 
it is enough here to state, that the inventor showed, by his explana- 
tions and models, that the thing can be done. Whether it will be 
done, we doubt. The first expense of laying down the wires and the 
pilot engine will make railway directors question the ag erm od 
of the plan. The invention is, however, a step towards dispensing 
with the services of engine drivers by making the locomotives self-act- 
ing. If Mr Bain, the inventor, in his next researches in the region of 
science he has explored so successfully, should discover electro-mag- 
netic engineers, he will find more favour in the eyes of passenger-pro- 
pelling companies.— Spectator. 

Live Oax.—The Colorado (Texas) Gazette states, that an English 
company have purchased land on the Brassos, in the neighbourhood of 
Brazoria, for the purpose of getting out live oak. They are said to 
have contracted with the English government to deliver 200,000,000 
of cubic feet. The country about Brazoria is loaded with these enor- 
mous trees, some of them casting a shade of 150 feet in diameter. 
There is no doubt that capital can be better invested thus, with a 
view to a market supply of this useful material, than in lands at pre- 
scnt with an eye to cultivation.—New Orleans Crescent City. 


Tur Frren Monopory.—The flesh monopoly is a wrong more 
flagrant even than the bread monopoly. The corn law allows at least 
a portion of the tax, however small, to find its way into the exche- 
quer, but the total prohibition of the importation, either of fresh 
meat or of live cattle, gives to the landed interest the whole difference 
between the price which they are now able to extort from the people 
and that at which they would be obliged to sell, had they not secured 
themselves against that fair competition which is the very soul of 
trade. Every pound of meat is doubled in price by the existing law; 
of every shilling, therefore, that the inhabitant of London pays for 
meat, he ought to bear in mind he pays sixpence for the meat itself, 
and sixpence as a tribute to the aristocracy. 


RELICIOUS INTELLICENCE. 


The following address was presented to his Majesty the King of 
Prussia, on behalf of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland: 
—‘‘ Sire—On behalf of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland 
(a body representing nearly eight hundred churches of that denomina- 
tion in this kingdom), we beg permission to approach your Majesty 
with our most respectful congratulations. More especially we desire to 
express our high gratification that, on the one hand, your Majesty 
has been earnestly bent on the advancement within the Prussian do- 
minions of pure and undefiled religion: and that, on the other, your 
Majesty has, in a manner equally benevolent and just, promoted this 
end by extending liberty of worship to all religious professions. In 
particular, we have felt ourselves called upon to take this opportunity 
of declaring to your Majesty our heartfelt gratitude for the equitable 
and paternal regard which your Majesty has shown tothe congregation 
of baptists recently established in the city of Berlin, under the care of 
the Rev. G. W. Lehmann, who was ordained to the pastoral office in 
the midst of us, and whom we most cordially acknowledge as a fellow- 
labourer in the 22 We have the greatest happiness in believing 
that, should other baptist congregations arise within the kingdom of 
Prussia, the king will extend to them, in common with all diversities 
of religious worship, that equal protection which will foster a spirit of 
concord among your Majesty's subjects, and cement the affections of 
an entire people on your Majesty's person and rule. May the stable 

eace and prosperity of your Majesty’s dominions, and the conspicuous 

appiness and loyalty of your Majesty’s subjects, reward your en- 
lightened and beneficient course, and recommend to other sovereigns 
33 illustrious example. And may Almighty God, who has merci- 
ully enabled your Majesty to confer on the kingdom of Prussia such 
important benefits, so graciously bless your royal person, that your 
reign may be pre-eminently fruitful of good, and your name be endear- 
ed to the present and to future generations.“ 


The Rev. Joseph Smedmore, late of Coward college, has accepted an 
unanimous invitation from the church and congregation assembling at 
the independent chapel, Bond street, Leicester, and enters upon his 
ministerial labours amongst them on the first Sunday in March. 

Mr William Ashton, of Airedale college, having devoted himself as 
a missionary to the heathen, has been appointed by the directors of the 
London Missionary society, to labour in South Africa, and expects to 
accompany the Rev. R. Moffatt, who purposes leaving England in 
September next. 

Mr J. H. Wood, of Stepney college, was set apart to the Christian 
ministry on Monday evening, January 24th, in Alfred place chapel, 


Brompton. The Rev. A. Leslie, from India, introduced the service ; 
the Rey. J. Angus, A.M., gave an address on the office and work of a 
missionary ; the Rev. W. Barnes proposed the usual questions, and 
offered the ordination prayer; the Rev. W. H. Murch, D. D., delivered 
the charge; and the Rev. J. Tinson, from Jamaica, concluded the in- 
teresting service with prayer. Mr and Mrs Wood are about to embark 
for Jamaica, where they are appointed to labour under the auspices of 


the Baptist Missionary society. 


On Thursday week, Mr George Smith, A.M., was ordained to the 
astoral charge of the independent church, Ayr. The Rev. Dr Ward- 
aw, the Rev. Messrs Sym of Cumnock, Mather of Ardrossan, Pul- 
lar and M’Kenzie of Glasgow, and Dickenson of Kilmarnock, con- 
ducted the services. 


On Thursday afternoon the chapel on the east side of Burton street, 
Burton crescent, and for a length of time occupied by the socialists, 
was consecrated as the“ West London Synagogue of British Jews.“ 
A very impressive address was delivered in the English language by 
Mr Marks, the minister who officiated. There was a very crowded 
and fashionable congregation, and amongst those present were Mr 
Moses Mocatta, Mr B. Mocatta, Mr F. H. Goldsmid, Mr J. B. Mon- 
tefiore, Mr S. Lazarus, Mr B. Elkin, Mr F. D. Goldsmid, Mr J. Hen- 
riques, &c. The psalms were chaunted in Hebrew, and profound at- 
tention was paid to the entire service. 


MARRIAGES. 

Feb. 3, at the friends’ meeting house, Hunter street, Liverpool, Joseru Fin rn, of 
Huddersfield, oil merchant, to ELIZABETH Lux r, daughter of Thomas Lunt, builder, 
of Chester. 

Feb. 4, at the independent chapel, Loddiswell, near Kingsbridge, Devon, by the 
Rev. John Hill, Mr JAMES EDGECOMBE, to Miss JULIA ANN KENNARD. 

Feb. 8, Prince NicHoLAS ESTERHAZY, eldest son of Prince Paul Esterhazy, the 
Austrian ambassador, to Lady SARAH VILLIERS, daughter of the Earl and Countess of 


Jersey. 
DEATHS. 
Jan. 28, at Ramsgate, Mrs SUSANNAH Garwoop, wife of the Rev. W. Garwood 
baptist ninister, aged 28; also the infant daughter of the above. 
‘eb. 6, aged 72, Mr RoBert BUndkss, of Stokenchurch, Oxon, for many = a de-, 
voted, benevolent, and faithful deacon of the independent church in that place. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


LONDON GAZETTE. 
Friday, February 11. 

The following building is certified as a place duly registered for solemnising mar- 
riages, pursuant to the act of 6 and 7 Wm. IV., cap. 85 :— 

Baptist chapel, Kenninghall, Norfolk. T. Turner, superintendent registrar. 

BANKRUPTCIES ANNULLED. 

SHINGLOR, SAMURL, Liverpool, linen draper. 

WINDER, Grondk, late of Sidney alley, Leicester square, but now of Hackney road, 
jeweller. BANKRUPTS. 

Baber, Henry ApDOLpuus, Lindfield, Sussex, maltster, to surrender Feb. 18, March 
25: sulicitors, Messrs Verral and Lewis, Lewes, Sussex, and Messrs Millard and Adams, 
Cordwainers’ hall, London. 

BEAL, THOMAS, Sandwich, Kent, hoyman and corn factor, Feb. 22, March 25. solici- 
tors, Messrs Dyne, 61, Lincoln’s inn fields, London, and Messrs Surrage and Emmer- 
son, Sandwich. 

BRAYNE, Henry, formerly of Castle street, Oxford street, afterwards of Nine-elms, 
Battersea, and of Manor street, Clapham road, coal merchant, Feb. 23, March 25: soli- 
citors, Messrs Stevens and Co., Queen street, Cheapside. 

CASWALL, CHARLES, 18, Woburn place, Russell square, lodging-house keeper, Feb. 
22, March 25: solicitors, Messrs Cook and Sanders, 1, New inn. 

FIELDING, JouNn and THomas, Blackburn, Lancashire, joiners and builders, March 
4, 25: solicitors, Mr T. M. Troughton, Liverpool, and Messrs Johnson and Co., Tem- 
ple, London. 

Gipes, JOHN METHUEN, late of 18, Duke street, Grosvenor square, and of 82, Marga- 
ret street, Cavendish square, but now of 54, Howland street, ‘Tottenham court road, 
wine merchant, Feb. 18, March 25: solicitor, Mr Billing, King street, Cheapside. 

IALLETr. Georoe, Ryde, Isle of Wight, draper, Feb. 19, March 25: solicitors, Messrs 
II. W. and W. C. Sole, 68, Aldermanbury, London, and Messrs Hearn and Son, New- 
port and Ryde. 

Hipe, SincgR Epwarp, Broadwater, Sussex, builder, Feb. 18, March 25: solicitors, 
Messrs Rolfe and Edmunds, 12, South square, Gray’s inn, London, and Mr R. Ed- 
munds, Worthing. 

KIRKPATRICK, JAMES, Newport, Hants, banker, Feb. 22, March 25: solicitors, 
Messrs Hearn and Son, Newport and Ryde, and Messrs Fosters and Evans, 28, John 
street, Bedford row, London. 

MANNING, EDMUND and CorNELIUS CHARLES, High street, Aldgate, drapers, Feb. 22, 
March 25: solicitor, Mr W. C. Monckton, Bartlett’s buildings, Holborn. 

WARNE, EpMuND, Lisle street, Westminster, carpenter, Feb. 22, March 25: solici- 
tors, Messrs Allen and Co., Carlisle street, Soho square. 

SCOTCH SEQUESTRATIONS. 

BALLINGHALL, WILLIAM, North Leith, ship master, Feb. 14, March 7. 

5 JAMES, Esq., Ninewar, late of Dunse, sheriff-clerk of Berwickshire, Feb. 16, 

arch 9. 

Lizens, Jonx, Edinburgh, surgeon, Feb. 16, March 9. 

M‘DonaLp, JAMES, and PARKER, Ropert, Glasgow, millers, Feb. 14, March 7. 

DIVIDENDS, 

March 4, Hardingham, Lower George strect, Chelsea, bricklayer—March 4, Sikes 
and Co., City, bankers—March 4, Thompson, late of King strect, and of Chadwell 
street, Clerkenwell, timber merchant—March 5, Clarke, Angel court, 1 — 
street, broker March 5, Bright, Picket street, Strand, draper— March 7, M‘Cleave, 
90, London road, Surrey, linen draper— March 7, Coltherup, Rochester, dyer—March 
7, Knight, Southampton, cabinet maker — March 4, Sheldon, Kettleshulme, Cheshire, 
cotton spinner—March 18, Sloane, late of York, linen draper—March 8, Heron and 
Sons, Manchester and Wigan, cotton spinners. 

CERTIFICATES—MAPCH 4. — 

Field, Sheffield, share broker — Fisher, Birmingham, coal dealer— T. and E. Taylor, 
Rawmarsh, Yorkshire, earthenware manufacturers— Walker, Newcastle-upon-T yne, 
ship broker—Railton and Pavey, Manchester and Colne, Lancashire, manufacturers of 
mousseline de laines—Pountney, Birmingham, innkeeper—Cope, Stafford, sack dealer 
+Bridgmand and Dryland, Upper Chapman street, St George’s east, London, tallow 
melters—Hillary, Ewanrigg hall, Cumberland, iron founder—Boning, II, Bridge street, 
Westminster, milliner—Jones, late of Castlenan and Mortlake, Surrey, but now of 
Bayswater terrace, Middlesex, coal merchant. 

: PARTNERSHII’S DISSOLVED. 

Owston and Garfitt, Glanford Briggs, Lincolnshire, attorneys—Stafford and Ashton, 
Leek, Staffordshire, phumbers—Billingham and Son, St John street, London, and Da- 
ventry, Northamptonshire, curriers—G. and T. Dean, Portwood, Cheshire, millwrights— 
Payne and Saunders, Gilbert street, Grosvenor square, tailors—Fraser and Newby, Li- 
verpool, boot makers—Milroy and Co., Plymouth, drapers (so far as regards P. S. Mil- 
roy)—Emmerson aud Co., Sandwich, Kent, bankers—C. and G. Roberts, 17, St Paul's 
Church yard, London, fancy warehousemen—Brooks and Leete, 10, Foster lane, Ch 
side, attorneys—Killick and Lanaway, Reigate, Surrey, whitesmiths—Walmsley and 
Brydon, Manchester, engravers to calico printers—Swales and Calvert, Whitby, York- 
shire, tailors—Sheppard and Co., 225, High Holborn, milliners (so far as regards Silke) 
—Wyburn and Co., 121, Long acre, coach builders (so far as regards Allnutt)—S 
and Richardson, Northampton, gas fitters and manufacturers of gas cooking apparatus 
—Worley and Broome, 10, Newgate street, London, meat, butter,and poultry salesmen 
—C. and G. Stewart, Bacup, Lancashire, linen vat 4g mag and Wright, Nor- 
wich, iron and brass fonnders—T., L., and E. Threlfall, Morton, Yorkshire, and Sal- 
ford, Lancashire, cotton spinners and manufacturers — Whiteman and Busbridge, 
Riverhead, Kent, boot and shoe makers—A. and J. Luxford, Petworth, Sussex, tailors 
—Mitchell and Son, Ossett, Yorkshire, cloth manufacturers—Cameron and Foley, 
Worcester, attorneys at law—W., G. J., and W. Webb, Llanelly, Carmarthenshire, ge- 
neral merchants—Newman and Bluck, Leominster, Herefordshire, mercers. 
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Tuesday, February 15. 
INSOLVENTS., 

Norris, Joszru, 24, Regent street, Chelsea, bricklayer, Feb. 11. 

HuTTON, JOHN, 37, Fenchurch street, London, merchant, Feb. 14, 

COCKBURN, JAMEs, New Broad street, London, merchant, Feb. 13. 

BANKRUPTCY SUPERSEDED 
K1no, THomas, Crofton, Northumberland, ship owner. 
BANKRUPTCY ANNULLED., 
Ruston, Jonn, St. Paul's Church yard, London, commission agent. 
BANKRUPTCY ENLARGED. 
ForsTER, GEORGE, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, woollen draper, to March 9. 
BANKRUPTsS. 

Banks, Davip WaRD, Manchester, dealer in pianofortes, March 9, 29: solicitors, 
Messrs Capes and Stuart, 1, Field court, Gray's inn, London, and Mr David Law, 
Manchester. 

Brooke, JOHN, jun., Dewsbury, Yorkshire, manufacturer. Feb. 23, March 29: soli- 
citors, Messrs Hornby and Towgood, St Swithin’s lane, London, and Messrs Savery 
and Co., Bristol. 

CANNING, HORATIO JOSEPH, Wood street, Cheapside, Scoten warchouseman, Feb. 22 
and March 29: solicitor, Mr Murray, New London street. 

CARRON, JAMES, 5, St George's circus, Blackfriars road, draper, Feb. 24 and March 
29: solicitor, MrCatlin, 39, Ely i. ‘ 

FisH, Henry, Prince’s row, Pimlico, glazier, Feb. 22 and March 29: solicitor, Mr 
Keene, 43, Dorset street, Portman square. 

GATEHOUSE, CHARLES, Chichester, brewer, March 1, 29: solicitors, Messrs Ran- 
= Eldridge, Southampton, and Messrs Tilson and Co., 29, Coleman street, 

ndon. 

GRUNDY, WILLIAM, Manchester, yarn dealer, Feb. 26, March 29: solicitors, 
Messrs Mekinson and Sanders, 3, Elm court, Middle Temple, London, and Messrs 
Atkinson and Sanders, Manchester. 

HUNNYBUN, JAMES, Cambridge, ironmonger, Feb. 23, March 29: solicitors, Mr 
John Haden, jun., Cambridge, and Messrs Clark and Davidson, 36, Essex strcet, 
Strand, London. 

Jorr, ANDREW, Cornhill, London, ship and insurance broker, Feb. 24 and March 
29: solicitor, Mr James Kingsford, 82, Mark lane. 

LAWTHER, JOHN, Newcastle-upon Tyne, ship and] insurance broker, March 14, 29: 
solicitors, Messrs Crosby and Compton, 3, Church court, Old Jewry, London, and 
Mr George Wm. Hodge, Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Loox kT, WILLIAM, Whitehaven, Cumberland, cooper, March 1, 29: solicitors, 
Mr Stubbs, 15, Furnival’s inn, London, and Messrs W. and H. Perry, Whitehaven. 

LENNARD, JOHN SAMUEL, Norfolk arms, White Conduit fields, victualler, Feb. 23 
and March 29: solicitors, Messrs Heathcote and Holman, Coleman street. 

Morris, WILLIAM, Long lane, Bermondsey, leather dresser, Feb. 25 and March 29: 
solicitors, Messrs Bennett and Bolding, Scot’s yard, Bush lane. 

NICHOLS, SAMUEL, Birmingham, gold pencil-case maker, Feb. 22, March 29: solici- 
tors, Mr Samuel] Holmes, 3, Great Knight Rider street, Doctors’ commons, London, 
and Mr Augustus Yeates, Birmingham. 

RIcHARDS, WILLIAM, Fox public house, 162, Oxford street, victualler, Feb. 25 and 
March 29: solicitors, Messrs Dyson and Flavell, 21, Bedford row. 

SLEEMAN, THomas, Tenhy, Pembrokeshire, wine merchant, March 1, 29; solicitors, 
Messrs Makinson and Sanders, Middle Temple, London, and Mr. John Kerle Haber- 
field, Bristol. 

SMITH, JAMES GRANT, Anchor Brewery, Bath, common brewer, March 2, 29; soli- 
citors, Messrs Addington and Co., Bedford row, London, and Mr Benjamin Gaby, 
Bath, and Messrs Batchellor and Co., Bath. 

STATHAM, THomas, Huddersfield, hosier. Feb. 25, March 29: solicitors, Mr 
Charles Lever, 10, King’s road, Bedford row, and Messrs Barker and England, 
Huddersfield. 

Sorby, WILLIAM, Chorlton-upon-Medlock, Lancashire, chemist, March 1, 29: soli- 
citors, Messrs Walmsley and Co, 43, Chancery Jane, London, and Messrs Humphreys 
and Co, Manchester. 

Sty, James, Melcombe Regis, Dorsetshire, draper, Feb. 21, March 29: solicitors, 
Messrs H. W. and W. C. Sole, Aldermanbury, London. 

WARD, JOHN, Irstead, Norfolk, cattle jobber, Feb. 21, March 29: solicitors, Messrs 
Sewell and Co,, Norwich, and Messrs Wood and Blake, Falcon street, Aldersgate 
street, London. SCOTCH SEQUESTRATION S, 

BRICKNAL, ANDREW. Dundee, merchant, Feb. 18, March 11. 

CraiG, Jonn, Glasgow, provision merchant, Feb. 18, March 18. 

CocHRAN, SAMUEL, Glasgow, manufacturer, Feb. 21, March 14. 

M’MvurRtTRIE£, THOMAS, Edinburgh, innkeeper, Feb. 22. March 15. 

PELLATT, and Co., Glasgow, glass bottle makers, Feb. 22, March 15. 

SUTHERLAND, ELIZX, Leith, dealer in worsted embroidery, Feb. 21, March 16. 

THomson, THOMAS, Paisley, manufacturer, Feb. 23, March 21. 

DIVIDENDS, 

March 10, Petch, Atherstone, Warwickshire, wine and spirit merchant—March 10, 
W.and J. Newton, Macclesfield, Cheshire, silk throwsters—March 10, Morrison, Fen- 
church street, stationer—March 10, Maberly, Bread street, Cheapside, and John street, 
Berkeley square, banker—March 10, Robinson, 102, Leadenhall strect, City, tallow 
merchant—March 10, Soulby, St Mary-at-Ilill, City, wine merchant— March 8, Knowel- 
den, Great Guildford street, Southwark, engineer—March 8, Walker, St John square, 
Clerkenwell, London, and Manchester, manufacturer of apparatus for heating build- 
ings—March 9, Gandy, 16, Princes street, Spitaltields, silk manufacturer—March 9, 
Read, Leicester, tailor and lace manufacturer—March 18, Harries, Dowlais, Glamor- 
ganshire, draper— March 8, Smith, Thornbury, Gloucestershire, tailor—March 7, Swet- 
tenham, late of Wirksworth, Derbyshire, scrivener—April 6, Wright, Deritend Old 
Mills, Birmingham, matchet manufacturer—March 17, Barnewall, Liverpool, merchant 
—March 9, H. and C. Grove, Birmingham, grocers—March 9, Howarth and Co., 
Rochdale, Lancashire, ironfounders—Feb. 25, Cooper and Co., Staverton mills, near 
Trowbridge, Wiltshire, clothiers. 

CERTIFICATES—MARCH 8. 

Ireland, Birmingham, factor Duffield, Darlaston, Staffordshire, nail manufacturer— 
Wheeler, Wilton, Cheshire, innkeeper—Smith and Marshall—Berger, Liverpool, mer- 
chant—Biddle, Holborn hill, fishmonger—Anderson, Liverpool, oil merchant and ma- 
nufacturer of varnish—Brown, 37, Minories, upholsterer—King, 307, High Holborn, 
woollen draper—Moore, 1, Old Bond street, hatter and army accoutrement maker. 

PARTNERSHIPS DISSOLY: D. 

Fagg and Page, Ne n mill, Newington, Kent, millers—J. and J. G. Plomer, 
Helston, Cornwall, solicitors—A. and H. N. Brewer, 19, Surrey place, Old Kent road, 
wire weavers—Bartliff and Hood, Low Ousegate, York, wholesale and retail wine 
merchants—Braginton and Vicary, Bishop’s Tawton, Devonshire, lime burners— 
Raggettand Edwards, 1, Upper King street, Bloomsbury, cheesemongers— Wood and 
Howard, Leeds, and Belfast, Ireland, merchants—Lester and Co., Bradley lodge, near 
Bilston, Staffordshire, coal and ironstone masters (so far as regards W. Johnson)— 
Firth and Co., Huddersfield, Yorkshire, manufacturers of rolling boards (so far as 
ace P. Firth)—Peacock and Sons, Denton, Lancashire, silk manufacturers— 

eeler and Aspland, Birmingham, So agg cap manufacturers—Ponton, and 
Watts, Warminster and Westbury, Wiltshire, saddlers—E. I. and B. Atkins, North- 
ampton, upholsterers—Leaf and M’Dougal, 47, Wood street, Cheapside, wholesale 
haberdashers— yates and Griggs, 64, Mortimore street, Cavendish square, milliners— 
Lyon and Hotson, 294, High Holvorn, cabinet makers— Nicholson and Brown, Wis- 
beach, Cambridgeshire, linen drapers— Germain and Johnson, Leeds, tow spinners— 
Hambley and Marriott: 1, Winchester buildings, Broad street, City architects—Babb 
and Co., 275, Strand, bill discounters—Dawes and Co., Manchester, iron merchants— 
Mitchell, jun. and Purdue, 83, Upper Thames street, wine merchants—Wilson and 
Tate, Ballast hills, Newcastle, earthenware manufacturers—Phillips and Samuel 6 and 
7, Crown street, Finsbury, cane merchants—Swift and Fell, Wolverhampton, brass 
founders—T. and G. Martyr, Greenwich, carpenters—Smith and Co., Manchester, 
calico printers—Metcalf and Driver, Manchester, copper plate printers—Daw on and 
Sutherland, Darlington, Durham, corn merchanta—Hicks and Edgar Bristol, archi- 
tects—J. N, and G. W. Franklyn, Bristol, tobacco manufacturers 


BRITISH FUNDS. 
Last week the funds were buoyant, with a fair amount of business doing. This weck 
they have been rather flat, and the transactions are quite inconsiderable. 


Wed. | Thurs.\ Fri. Sat. Mon. Tues. 
3 per cent. Consols.........- 89 893 809 894 89 89 
Ditto ſor Account 89 895 893 N 803 895 
3 per cents. Reduced........ 893 89; 92 89 — — 
34 per cents. Reduced ....... 99 99 995 99 — = 
New 34 per cent. 9s; 98 gna 98 om | 12 
Long Annuitics ............- 12 12 2} 123 123 23 
e 167 168 168 168} — — 
— GENER cio ccseccesesoces 244 245 2441 — 245 1 
Exchequer Bills. 19 pm | 24pm | 29 pm | 24 pm | 25 pm 22 
India Bonds, 3 per cent. .. . Spm | 7pm! 6pm ) 4pm! 7pm ye 


Railways SHARES. 

— — Londo 8 

Birmingham and Derby ..... ‘ 58 | | 7 — — — en * * 
Birmingham and Gloucester 63 London and Greenwich 4 12 
— pol * 0 1 ee 68 600 1 an r int 

ristol and Exeter .......... Manches r 
Cheltenham and Gt. Western 15 — — — pa aaa 28 
Kastern Counties 9 Midland Counties. 83 
Edinburgh and Glasgow...... ma n — 
Great North of England — North Midland ...... 3 70 
Great arenen 85 . a „ 85 
Ditto New dees eee se eee 600 South Eastern and Dover 26 
re. eee ee eee 94 South Western 85 
London and Birmingham 172 Ditto New ....... n * 
Ditto Quarter Shares 35 e 
MARKETS. 


GRAIN, Marx Lanr, Feb. 14. 

The supplies of wheat and flour were small last week, with a very moderate addition 
to this morniug’s market. There was a steady demand for goed quality of English 
wheat to-day, and the best dry samples were taken off at an advance of ts. per qr on 
the prices of last week. Foreign wheat also met a better sale, at full prices. 

Flour is without change in value. 

Of barley we continue to have a good supply. The best samples were looked after, 
989 the prices of this day se’unight; but the inferior sorts are scarcely so 
good a sale. 

Beans and ag are in moderate supply, but a slow sale at the prices quoted. 

We have a fair supply of oats at market, chiefly English. The best is saleable at the 
prices of this day week, but all inferior descriptions are difficult to dispose of at a de- 
cline of 6d. per qr. 


9. 4. 4. 4. s . 
Wheat, Red New 51 to 63 Malt, Ordinary. . 50 to 54 | Beans, Old...... 35 to 40 
Fine 64 .. 68 PONS occccccce 58. 66 Harrow ...... 34.. 40 
White 52 . 61 Peas, Hog 30. . 32 | Oats, Feed. 20. 22 
.es 64 .. 69 Maple ....... 32. 34 Fine. ...... 23... 26 
BO cecvecedesns 34. . 38 Boilers 36. 38 Poland ...... 22.. 26 
Barley 23. 2 | Beans, Ticks.... 27.. 32 | Potato ....... 22. 26 
Malting ...... 31 to 34 
WEEKLY AVERAGE FOR AGGREGATE AVERAGE OF | DUTYON FOREIGN CORN FOR 
FBB. ll. SIX WEEKS | THE PRESENT WEEK. 
2 —— ern 61. Id.] Wheat 255. . 
Barley erer. 29 0 Barley ...... . 18 4 
.. eee 3 nn 20 4 ain 
1 36 1 PE “— 3 Mi coséceunsés VS 
„.es 33 4 enen Beans 18 3 
eee 33 11 eee 33 0 „ 
SEEDS. 


The cloverseed trade remains in much the same state as last week, holders showing 
no disposition ta give way in their pretensions, although the demand continued ex- 
cessively slow. Canary was in good supply, and cheaper. In other species of seeds 
no change occurred. 


PROVISIONS, Lonpon, Feb. 14. 
The demand for Irish butter has not yet increased in 4 to the reduetion in 
rice, but it is better. Prices have further declined 28. to 3s. per ewt. Rather more 
is doing in foreign, at full prices for best, but lower for inferior kinds. In bacon the 
transactions continue small, and Is. to 2s. lower in price. Lard dull, at 66s. to 70s. 
per ewt landed. Hams in limited demand, at 58s. to 64s. Nothing new in pork or 
beef. 


HOPS, Boroucnu, Feb. 14. 
In hops there is very little doing, and the choice of samples is not large. The old 
hops are cleared off, and there are but few remaining of 1839 and 40, the quantity of 
these kinds for disposal being chiefly pockets. 


BUTCHER’S MEAT, SMITHFIELD, Monday, Feb. 14. 

The arrivals of beasts were not very numerous, but they were of considerably im- 
proved quality. The beef trade was in a very depressed state. Some few of the primest 
Scots, however, sold at 48. 6d. per Slbs.; but other qualities of beef had n a down- 
ward tendency, and a clearance was not made without considerable difficulty. Sheep 
were plentiful, but there were very few really prime old Downs offering; others were 
2d. per 8lbs. lower; and a few were turned out unsold. There were about 100 Essex 
and Kent lambs on the market, the inquiry for which was slow at from 7s. to 8s. per 
Slbs. Calves were in moderatesupply and dull inquiry. Neat small porkers sold freely 
at full rates of currency, but for large hogs there was scarcely any demand. 


Price per stone of Slbs. (sinking the offal). 


Beef ........ „eee eee „ene 
nn... . . .. eee 3 6 2 5 0 11 * 2 
IIL D OF CATTLE AT SMITHFIELD. 
Beasts. Sheep. Calves. yoy 
Friday........ ees Lae n n 
Monday .........- . e ae 
NEWOATE and LEADENHALL MARKETS, Monday, Feb. 14, 
Per Slbs. by the carcase, 

Inferior Beef .......... 28.10d. to 3s. Od. | Inferior Mutton ...... 38. 4d. to 38. 6d. 
Middling ditto ........ , Se o Middling „ 
Prime large ditto ...... 33 .. 3 4 | Prime dite. .cccccccces4 9  S 
Sep s 9 “Se a ae eo ).!|lClCUhr ree ae 
Large Vork ............ 4 0 .. 4 4 | Small Pork weet 2 we Se 


POTATOES, Sot by Ges Rags 14. * 1 
We have this week to report the arrival of another * supply of potatoes: viz., 
from Yorkshire, 1545 tons; Scotland, 1230; Devons, 580; Jersey and Guernsey, 860; 
Kent and Essex, 280: total, 4495 tons. Sales of late have been very heavy, in conse- 
uence of continued mild weather. 


‘ork Reds. . per ton 60s. to 70s. | Wisbeach............perton 405. to 50s. 
Scotch... . q DO ., 60 | Jersey and Guernsey Blues. 40 . 45 
„e eee eee — Jersey Whites * 40 
ess Sistine kane 50 .. 55 | Kent, Essex, and Suffolk Whites45 .. 55 


WOOL, Feb. 14. a 
Sales of combing and clothing wool this — have been very limited. Prices may 
be quoted about the same as the previous week. 
The following are the quantities of sheep’s and lambs’ wool cleared for home con- 
sumption at the ports of London, Liverpool, Hull, and Goole, during the last three 
years ; 1839, 52,173,585 lbs.; 1840, 51,563,216; 1841, 51,420,798. 


HAY, SmiruFie_p, Feb. 12.—At per load of 36 trusses. 


C Meadow Hay ...... 80s. to 84s. | New Clover Hay.........-.- 85s. to 110s, 
aw alten ene „% % „ „ * „ „ „ „ „ „ 0 88 Old ditto „ „ „„ „„ er ** 120 
Useful old ditto ...... . . q 85 . BB | Oat Stra 364 
Fine Upland and Kye Grass 90 .. 93 | Wheat Stra“. . 38 


COAL EXCHANGE, Feb. 14. = 
Stewart's, 21s. 6d.; Iartlepool's, 21s. d.; Hetton’s, 21s. ; Carradoc's, 21s. 6d. Cas- 
sop’s, 21s. 3d. Ships arrived this week, 99. 


GROCERIES, 4 2 15. — 
TEA. —To-day several purchases were made in free trade an prices 
were rather higher ; caked of common — od made at Is. IId. cash, and ordinary 
Twankay ls. 103d. cash. The market cl with a firm appearance. 
COFFEE.The coffee market presented a firm appearance; a fair demand 2 — 
tor all clean sorts ſor home consumption, and rather higher rates were paid for West 
India. Ceylon was in good request, good ordinary 70s. to 71s. — 4 ewt; good ordinary 
greenish Singapore Java at Ws. — se ee yellow 463. Gd. to 488. 6d. ; good or- 
inary wn Sumatra 318. per ewt. being full rates. 
eBUGAR The — 2 was — limited for both grocery and reſin- 
ing purposes, and the purchases are not worth enumerating; the supply being scanty, 
enabled merchants to obtain prices nearly equal to those o last wee * r 
TALLOW.—The demand continues good for Russian tallow, and prices are yer 
485. to 48s. 3d. on the spot, and 488. 6d. to 498. for delivery in the two next au 


three months of the year, 
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THE NONCONFORMIST. 


E LATE MATRON of a very exten- 


sive public Establishment, who has also resided in 
FAMILIES, and is a member of a Christian Church, 
wishes an a in an INSTITUTION, 
HOUSE of BUS , ora FAMILY. Her recommen- 
dations, for skilful m t, — good temper, 
&c., c., are of the estcharacter. Address, A. B.C., 
(prepaid) 26, Bartlett's Buildings, Holborn. 


UD.—G. J. COCKERELL respect- 
fully draws attention to the practice of substituting or 
mixing in Seconds witha large 1 of the COALS 
delivered as Beet; and that, while every variety of effort 
and precaution that art or ingenuity could devise has 
been had recourse to by the competitors for public pa- 
tronage, this abuse, from its general adoption, has been 
suffered to pass almost unnoticed. G. J.C. continues to 
deal exclusively in BEST COALS, which may be certi- 
fled the books at the Coal-meter’s Office. STE W- 
ART’S, HETTON’S, or LAMBTON’S SUNDERLAND 
COALS, delivered full weight, free from small, &c., for 
cash after trial, at 30s. per ton; small, 17s., to burn with 
coke, at 18s. _ chaldron; Anthracite, 32s. per ton; and 
Cannel coal, 40s. per ton. Dye-house Wharf, Clink Street, 
Southwark. 


A T a Meeting of the METROPOLITAN 

COLLEGIATE ASSOCIATION, held at Stepney 
College on Friday, Feb. 4, 1842—the Business Committee 
having reported that a Copy of the Remonstrance from 
the Students of this Association to the Trustees of Cow- 
ard College, Se, their interference with the Asso- 
ciation by prohibiting their Students from attending its 
Meetings, had been sent to each of the Trustees, but that 
no communication had been received from them— 


It was resolved, “‘ That this Meeting cannot but regard 
the conduct of the Coward Trustees throughout this 
iness as most unreasonable and unjustifiable, inas- 
much as the a_i ay have issued is in itself an 
intrusion of their authority into matters over which they 
have no rightful jurisdiction, while their repeated refu- 
sal to assign A ſor the course they have adopted 
is unjust towards this Association, which their resolution 
indirectly inculpates, and gi 


possess. 

7 that, at a time when there is among the 
Students of the various dissenting Theological institu- 
tions a growing desire for cordial union and co-operation 
with each other, the Coward Trustees should have need- 
lessly stepped forward to discourage it.” 


“ That a copy of this resolution be sent to each of the 
Trustees, and inserted in the Patriot and Nonconformist 
newspapers.“ 


RACTICAL EXPOSITIONS. 
Edited by the 
Rev. JAMES SHERMAN, Surrey Chapel. 


MANTON on tne EPISTLE or JAMES. 7s. 6d. 
GREENHILL on EZEKIEL. 1650. 25s. 
ADAMS on SECOND or PETER. 1633. 25s. 
JENKYN on JUDE. 1653. 10s. 6d. 


TRANSLATED FROM run FRENCTI. 


DAILLE on tng PHILIPPIANS, 1643. 
DAILLE on Tuk COLOSSIANS. 1648. 


Shortly will be Published, . 
BURROUGHS, HALL, AND REYNOLDS, on HOSEA 


128. 6d. 
IN ONE VOL 


They contain a treasure of valuable thought, prac- 
tically illustrating and applying Scriptural truth to the 
edification of the Church. — Her. K. Bickersteth. 


cannot but rejoice that their writings should be 
made attainable by every Minister of our Church.“ 
Rev. V. Cunningham. 


We consider the Christian church, and more espe- 
cially Christian ministers and sti dents preparing for 
the ministry, under deep obligations to the Rev. same, 
Sherman, for the republication of tnose valuable exposi 
tory works, which were bequeathed to ge by th” 


mes.“ — E. N l t ica” 
——4 div arg — + D Th: ologica 0 


“As there is so little new under the sun, it might 
often be preferable in this manner to reproduce and 
repolish the actual treasures of literature which lie con- 
cealed and 15 rather than perpetually to increase 
the number of books, apparently new, but of which the 

rincipal materials are already in our possession.“ 

illiiam Stroud, M.D. 


I think you are conferring a great benefit on the ris- 

, a8 well as on the religious public, in fur- 
nis them with these Expositions in a neat and even 
elegant form, and at a very reasonable price.”—/Valter 
Scott, Theological Tutor. 


“The present design of reprinting some of the most 
scarce and valuable Expositions of our old divines in a 
eheap and accessible form cannot but be entitled to all 
commendation.” V. H. Clulow, Classical Tutor. 


“The esteemed minister of Surrey Chapel, the Rev. 
James Sherman, has with great toil rescued almost from 
oblivion these valuable specimens of Christian theology 
of the seventeenth century, which are now presented to 
the public in a form o t beauty, and at a cost 
scarcely amounting to a fifth part of the price of the old 
— — George Collison, D. D. — Samuel Ran- 
som, A.M. 


“I think there never was a time when it was more 
im t to bring before the public the theology of the 
fathers of our churches; in my humble opinion, far bet- 
ter guides in ascertaining the mind of the Spirit than 
certain other fathers who are referred to by some with 
such awful deference. The grand fundamental truths 
of the glorious gospel are nowhere so well illustrated 
and defended as in the writings of such men as Green— 
hill, Owen, Howe, and the divines of that day.“ — 
Thomas Palmer Bull. 


** Con ations and individual Christians should 
know t they could not present a Minister with 
volumes more serviceable or acceptable than those 
which we here cordially recommend.” — Rer. John 
Harris, D.D.—Rer. Joseph Sortain, A.B. 


SaMUVEL HoLpswortn, 69, Berners-strect; and all 
ksellers, 


Just published, in one vol., post 8vo., with beautiful 
frontispiece, in oil colours, &c., 108. 6d. 


HE MARTYR of ERROMANGA; or, 
the Philosophy of Missions, illustrated from the 
Labours, Death, Character of the late Rev. John 


One of the most original and extraordinary works of 
the present day. For keen philosophic penetration into 
the secret workings of missions, for a deep insight into 
the elements of human character, for a vast compass of 
reading, observing, and recording—for elegant classical 
allusions and imageries — for felicitous thought and 
powerful diction—and for stern honesty of purpose to 
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth—take it all in all, it will be long before we see 
such a work again.’’—Corgregational Magazine. 


London: Joun Snow, 35, Paternoster Row. 


Beautifully printed on fine paper, and hot-pressed, with 
Engravings, price 7s. 


HE COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE 
FINE ARTS. Containing instructions in a plain 
and concise manner, that will render it familiar to every 
capacity, and enable those who have not the assistance 
of a skilful instructor to become masters of the desirable 
accomplishment of Drawing, Painting in Oil, Portrait 
Painting, Landscape Painting, Painting in Water Co- 
lours, Miniature Painting, Perspective, Crayon Drawing, 
Grecian Painting, Lithography, Engraving on Copper, 
Wood, &c. Valuable Recipes, and every subject con- 
nected with the above. The whole forming the best 
and cheapest Guide to the Fine Arts, complete in Six 
Monthly Parts. 


Part I. contains the whole art of Oil Painting, with 
various recipes. 

Part 2. The art of Drawing and Sketching from 
Nature. 

Part 3. The art of Drawing in Perspective. 

Part 4. The art of Miniature Painting, Grecian or 
Persian Painting. 

Part 5. The art of Engraving on Wood and Copper, 
and Lithographic Drawing. 

Part 6. The art of Painting in Water Colours, Flower 
Painting, Oriental Tinting, &c. 


Published by W. Brittain, II, Paternoster Row. 


OPULAR ERRORS IN RELIGION by 
Rev. J. Barnet. Part I. Lectures 1 to 5, stitched 
in a wrapper, price ls. Containing: 1, Errors on the 
subject of Faith ; 2, Errors with respect to the Doctrine 
of the Atonement; 3, Errors with respect to the Doc- 
trine of a Future State. 12 Lectures on Human Hap- 
siness (by ministers in connection with the Christian 
nstruction socicty), 28; 12 Lectures on the Person, 
Life, and Ministry of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 5s.; 9 
Lectures on the Influence of religion on mankind, 
Is. 6d. Tire ESTABLISHMENT AND EXTENSION OF THR 
N stT:onaL Cnuncn, and the Evils arising therefrom, 
fairly considered, being a masterly reply to Dr CI- 
mers, by Mr Butter, Is. 6d. Nos 560 and 561, of the 
PENNY PULPIT, by Rev. H. Metvitte, B.D. Tun 
TrsTiMony OF NATURE TO THE TERRIBLE MAJESTY OP 
Gon,“ text Fair weather cometh out of the North.” 


Tur SaAcrED Star, a Magazine of Biblical Literature 
and Moral Instruction, 36 pages, 18ino., with engravings, 
price 2d. 


Tuk MOTHER’S MAGAZINE, issued by an Association 
of Mothers in America, 16 pages, 8vo., price 2d. Vol 1 
to 6, may be had stitched, 2s. each. 


London; JAMES Pavt, 1, Chapter-house Court, north 
side of St Paul’s Church Yard. 


— — 


PRIZE ESSAY ON CHRISTIAN MISSIONS. 


In a few days will be 2 in one handsome volume, 
royal 12mo, price 10s. 6d. cloth, uniform with the 
Author’s other works. 


HE GREAT COMMISSION; 


or, the Christian Church Constituted and Charged 
to convey the Gospel to the World. By the Rev. JouHn 
Harnis, D.D., President of Cheshunt College, Author of 
„Mammon,“ The Great Teacher,“ etc., etc., etc. 


In the year 1838, a few friends of the missionary en- 
— — residing in Scotland, feeling the want of a com- 
prehensive work embracing all the topics, directly and 
collaterally involved in the great theme of Christian 
missions, resolved on offering a Prize of Two Hundred 
Guineas for the best Essay on the subject, and Fifty 
Guineas for the second best Essay. Proposals to this 
effect were circulated, in the name of the Contributors. 
by the Rev. Drs CuaLmers, of Edinburgh; Durr, of 
Calcutta; and MGi, of Glasgow. And in order at 
once to demonstrate the catholicity of the design, and to 
inspire universal confidence in the rectitude of the de- 
cision, 

The Rev. Davin Wetsn, D. D., Professor of Church 

History in the University of Edinburgh, 

The Rev. Ratpn Wan ůDIAV, D. D., Glasgow, 


The Rev. Henry Metvii1, B.D., Camberwell, late 
Fellow and Tutor of St Peter's College, Cambridge. 
The Rev. JaBEz Buntine, D. D., President of the Wes- 

leyan Theological Institution, 
The Rev. Tuomas 8. Crisr, President of the Baptist 
College, Bristol, 
were selected as the Adjudicators. The Essays having 
en examined, the Adjudicators have awarded the 
Prize of TWO HUNDRED GUINEAS to the one now 
announced. 
EXTRACT FROM THE ADJUDICATOR’S PREFACE. 


“ Forty-two Essays were received—differing very 
widely in character and claims; from some of an infe- 
rior order, rising, through higher degrees in the e 
of merit, to a considerable number of sterling éxcel- 
lence. * 


The Essay, which is now presented to the publie, 
the production of the Rev. Dr Harris, of Cheshunt 
om was placed first by four adjudicators out of the 

ve. 


The adjudicators, influenced in their decision by 
the sentiment, arrangement, style, and comprehensive- 
ness of the Essays, have given their decision in foro 
conscientia.”’ 


London: T. WARD and Co., Paternoster Row. 


Just published, new edition, price 2d., or 12s. per 100 for 
distribution, by direct application to the publisher, 


Ree BETWEEN THE 
MIDDLE AND LABOURING CLASSES. A 
Series of Articles which have ap d in the Noncon- 
formist on this subject and that of COMPLETE SUF- 
FRAGE. 


Published by B. SratLL. 20, Paternoster Row, London. 
To be had also of Mr. Joszru Coorer, Hat Warehouse, 
Lawrence Pountney Lane; and Mr. Srarronůb ALLEN, 


7, Cowper Street, Finsbury. 


„%% The pamphlet may be sent by post to all parts of 
the kingdom for 2d. A liberal allowance to country 
booksellers. 


MonthlyJournal (stamped): Annual Subscription, 58. 


HE CHRISTIAN EXAMINER and 


Advocate of Civil and Religious Liberty. No. XIV., 
published this day, conteins— 


wa To the Queen! On the Baptism of the Prince of 
es. 

2. Appeal to the Society of Friends—their Past Suffer- 
ings and Present Duties. 

. The Testimony of America tothe Voluntary Church 

Principle. By Dr J. Brown. 

4. Hear the Church!“ A Homily. Not bya Puseyite. 

5. What are the Obstacles to the Spread of the Re- 
formed Faith in Ireland ? 

6. The Inconvenience of having a Conscience; or, the 
Curate refusing Money. 

7. Religious Freedom throughout the World—Rules 
of a proposed Society. 

8. The Compulsory System in British Guiana—Noble 
Memorial against it. 

9. The Native Baptist Missions in Jamaica. 

10. The History of the \.ormonites. 

11. Original Poetry: “THE SLIDING SCALE.“ By 
A. K. Brittany, . 
5 ee of ks by Vaughan, Manton, Sturge, 

o., &c. 


Soll by Mr Snow, 35, Paternoster Row. New Sub- 
scribers are requested to transmit their names without 
delay. 


EDDOME’S POWDERS, the best Al- 
terative Aperient for Children in Disorders of the 
Stomach, Worms, &c. 


BEDDOME’S FEVER POWDERS, a valuable Medi- 
cine for Colds and Influenza. 


Sold, 134d. per packet, b 
Street ; mer and Co., bow 


and Co., 150. Oxford 
h Yard ; Edwards, 


St Paul's; Barclay and Sons, Farringdon Street, Lon- 
don ane and Steadman, Waterloo Place, Edin- 
burgh. 


Observe, “ Samuel Beddome, Camberwell,” in white 
letters on the stamp outside. 


. 


For Bilious, Liver, and Stomach Complaints, Indiges- 
tions, Sick Head-ache, &c. 


OUD’S COMPOUND HEPATIC 
PILLS, an effectual remedy for preventing and 
removing those distressing diseases to which the LIVER 
and STOMACH are liable; the symptoms of which are 
known by the general term of BILIOUS COMPLAINTS, 
when the patient suffers Pain in the Head, Giddiness, 
Drowsiness, Dimness of ~~ Acidity and Pain in the 
Stomach, Redness of Urine, Pains in the Back, Jaundice 
or Yellowness of the Eyes and Skin, &c. Also, Loss of 
Appetite, Bitterness and unpleasant Taste in the Mouth, 
atulency or Wind, Heartburn, Restlessness in the Night, 
a sense of Sinking in the Stomach, Langour, Depression 
of the Spirits, &c., all which distressing Complaints, 


FROUD’S COMPOUND HEPATIC PILLS 


are in an eminent degree calculated to prevent, and 
should they be of long standing in the constitution, a 
steady perseverance in the remedy now offered, will re- 
move. They are not intended as a acea for every 
disorder of the body, but those only which are primarily 
and immediately connected with the Liver and Stomach ; 
and the symptoms above stated, will be found in a 

ter or less degree in every person labouring under a 

iseased Liver or Indigestion. 


These Pills are gentle and pleasant in their operation, 
require no confinement, nor alteration of diet, and may 
be taken with perfect safety by individuals from the age 
of childhood to grey hairs.—Females also will derive 
essential benefit from them, as they will regulate and 
improve the general state of their health. 


Prepared only by JAaMEs Frovup, Druggist, &c., Don- 
CHESTER. Price ls. 14d. each Box. 

None are genuine but those which bear the Pro- 
prietor's Signature, James J’roud,"’ on the Govern- 
ment Stamp round each box. 


The 4 estimation in which these Pills are held by 
the Public, justifies the Proprietor in 11 Per- 
sons afflicted with Bilious Complaints and ers of 
the Stomach and Head, will find in them that remedy 
which they have hitherto sought in vain from other 
sources—indeed, they have been known to produce the 
happiest effects in numberless instances. 


— N * * Sutton ~— Co., 10, Bow 
urchyard ; Messrs. Barclay and Sons, 95, Farringdon 
Street; Messrs. Butler — Co., 4, Cheapside; Mr. 
Sanger, 150, Oxford Street 


Co., Bridport; 

Porter, Yeovil; Penny, She 
Galpin, Crewkerne ; 
Hitchcock, Taunton ; Brodie and Co., Salisbury; Rutter 
and Co., Shaftesbury; Wheaton, Kingwood ; Herbert, 
Wimborne ; Wheaton, Exeter; Griffiths, Christchurch: 
Sharp, Portsmouth; Allnutt, Portsea; Randall, South 
ampton; Woodward, Bridgewater; Aldridge, Bristol; 
Barker, Manchester; Ching, Launceston; Thomas, 
Truro; Williams, Honiton; Toms, Chard; Hillyer, 
Cowes; Rogers, Newport; Greenfield, Ryde ; Thomas, 
Andover; Williams, Ilminster; Grove, Lymington ; 
Forder, Winchester; Gray, — | Cottle, Basing- 
stoke; Nicholls, Farnham; Penny, Frome; and by all 
other Patent Medicine venders. 


Printed and Published at the Office, at No. 4, Crane 
Court, Fleet Street, near Fetter Lane, in the City of 
2 by * — * of No. 76, York Road 
Lambeth, in the county of 8 , on Wx » 
16th of FEBRUARY, 1842. * RDNESDAy, 


